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A CLOSER RELATIONSHIP WITH EUROPE is BEST for BRITAIN 

Executive Summary 

Background 

The need to mitigate the economic damage caused by the UK leaving the EU is rightly driving the UK 
Government’s ambition for closer UK-EU relations. In the wake of the 2025 Autumn Budget, the UK’s sluggish 
economic performance and persistent cost of living pressures, combined with the worsening geopolitical 
context, have precipitated a marked shift in political discourse surrounding UK-EU relations. 

Against this backdrop, the UK and EU have been seeking to deliver on commitments made at the UK-EU 
Summit of May 2025. After years of strained relations, the UK-EU Summit succeeded in drastically 
improving ‘the atmospherics’ of the UK-EU relationship, but the subsequent detailed negotiations have so 
far produced mixed results. At best, the failure to reach agreement on the UK’s participation in the EU’s 
SAFE defence cooperation fund showcased how political ambition hasn’t always translated into 
commonsense results. At worst, it was a warning of the UK Government’s approach nearing the buffers.  

With the second post-Brexit UK-EU Summit looming, Best for Britain has analysed public opinion towards 
each model of UK-EU relationship currently under discussion by all major Westminster political parties; the 
relative economic benefits of each; and considered the benefits and obligations implied by different models 
for UK-EU relations. 

Methodology  

In this report, we used standard question formulations to measure public sentiment towards six widely 
understood UK-EU relationship models, wherein the UK: 

1.​ Became a member of the EU again 
2.​ Joined the EU’s Single Market 
3.​ Negotiated a UK-EU customs union 
4.​ Continued with the UK Government approach to UK-EU relations  
5.​ Reverted to a UK-EU relationship limited to the Trade and Cooperation Agreement  
6.​ Diverged further from the EU 

In this report, we present responses from a survey of 4,368 adults, carried out by YouGov on behalf of 
Best for Britain between 5th - 10th September 2025. We analysed responses according to 2016 
Referendum vote, Westminster Voting Intention, with additional cross-breaks for people who voted 
Conservative at the 2019 General Election, then Labour in 2024, and people who voted Labour at the 2024 
General Election, but are now minded to vote Reform UK. 

For each of the polled UK-EU relationships and crossbreaks, we also analysed the change in support and 
opposition relative to the UK Government's approach to UK-EU relations, which we treated as a baseline. 
The results were used to indicate the likely political cost and benefit of each UK-EU relationship model. We 
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combined this analysis with the relative likely impact of each UK-EU relationship model on UK economic 
growth (GDP), and the potential rights and obligations each relationship model would entail.  

Lastly, we report the findings of a further survey of 4,478 adults carried out by YouGov on behalf of Best 
for Britain between 8th - 10th March 2026, assessing public attitudes towards Freedom of Movement. We 
used two different framings of the policy to understand how messages surrounding Freedom of Movement 
affect support and opposition for the policy. The first framing simply suggested reintroducing ‘Freedom of 
Movement for all UK and EU citizens’, while the second probed support and opposition in the context of the 
policy ‘increasing immigration from EU citizens to the UK’. 

Results 

The UK Government's approach to UK-EU relations continues to be the political compromise position, but 
support for the UK Government approach is shallow. In aggregate, three in five (61%) say they support the 
UK Government’s approach to UK-EU relations, with only one in five (18%) opposed. However, two in five 
(41%) say they only ‘somewhat support’ the UK Government’s plan - twice as many who say they ‘strongly 
support’ it (19%). These results suggest people are ‘holding their nose’ in support for the current compromise 
position, and consequently, that it is unlikely to mobilise voters in support of the UK Government in an 
electoral context.  

The UK Government’s red lines, which create this political middle ground, constrain the amount of growth 
that can be delivered compared to other options. The EU’s clear shift towards a ‘pay to play’ model for 
alignment with the EU’s Single Market may further hinder attempts to deepen the UK-EU relationship beyond 
commitments made at the 2025 UK-EU Summit - as exemplified by the UK’s failed bid to participate in the 
EU’s SAFE defence fund. 

Beyond the UK Government’s approach, the UK becoming a member of the EU is the most popular policy 
option, with around half (53%) of the public in favour and a third (32%) opposed. Ten years on from the 
2016 Referendum, support for membership of the EU has persisted, while support for being outside the EU 
has collapsed. 

Support for the UK membership of the EU is driven by Labour (83%), Liberal Democrat (84%) and Green 
Party Supporters (82%). With over three in five (60%) of each ‘strongly’ supporting the UK becoming a 
member of the EU, it is the only policy option to draw more support than the UK Government's approach 
across any voting intention cross-break. This means that a policy of rejoining the EU would be the only policy 
option to produce a political dividend for its proponents. The UK being a member of the EU again is also 
supported by two in five (39%) of Conservative Supporters, one in five (18%) Reform UK Supporters, half of 
Conservative to Labour Switchers (51%) and half of Reform Curious Labour Voters (48%). Overall, UK 
membership of the EU receives eight percentage points less support than the UK Government's approach. 

Membership of the EU also draws the strongest opposition of all policy options. Although it would unite 
Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party Supporters (and by extension, Plaid Cymru and SNP Supporters) 
in favour of the policy, it would also be the most divisive policy option among Conservative Supporters and 
floating voters. 
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Furthermore, all options for closer UK-EU relations draw the same amount of support from Conservative 
and Reform UK Supporters. Around two in five (40%) Conservative Supporters, and around one in five (20%) 
Reform UK Supporters will back any option for closer relations with the EU, including: a UK-EU customs 
union; the UK joining the EU Single Market (EEA/EFTA); and rejoining the EU outright. When confronted with 
any of the options for closer UK-EU relations, Conservative and Reform UK Supporters who are holding their 
nose in support of the UK Government's approach are no longer willing to do so, irrespective of the option 
presented.  

With Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party Supporters however, the prospect of a UK-EU customs 
union and the UK joining the Single Market produces the same amount of support as the UK Government’s 
approach overall. Combined with the reduction in support from Conservative and Reform UK supporters, 
policy positions of negotiating a UK-EU customs union or joining the EU Single Market would fail to produce 
any political benefit for its proponents. Because of this, overall, the options of a UK-EU customs union and 
the UK joining the EU Single Market command 12 and 15 percentage points less support than the UK 
Government's position respectively.  

There is widespread dissatisfaction with our current relationship with the EU, and significant opposition 
to further loosening ties with the EU. Only three in ten (29%) support keeping the UK-EU relationship as it is 
now, with over two in five (46%) opposed. Around three in five (58%) oppose further divergence from the EU, 
with one in five (23%) in favour. Together, these results suggest that political positions seeking to 
undermine the ‘relationship reset’, or rip up the Trade and Cooperation Agreement are unlikely to be seen 
favourably by the UK electorate. 

A UK-EU customs union would likely require a protracted negotiation with the EU - and would likely 
provide only modest economic growth in return. Although it may benefit some sectors of the UK goods 
industry, the merits of a UK-EU customs union are likely to be overshadowed by political discourse over the 
course of negotiations by the obligations it entails: relinquishing the UK’s independent trade strategy, and 
external tariff policy. By design, the proposal does not provide robust rebuttals to these points.  

Although joining the EU Single Market (EEA/EFTA) would likely yield significantly higher growth than a 
UK-EU customs union, the equally protracted negotiation timelines mean the proposal would be vulnerable 
to succumbing to political discourse about its main obligations: regulations being set in Brussels, and the 
role of international courts in UK matters. Similarly to a UK-EU customs union, the policy does not provide 
robust rebuttals to these points. 

Though all options for closer relations with the EU are likely to require further UK concessions on 
mobility, opposition to Freedom of Movement is overstated in UK political discourse - but the framing of 
the policy is key to maintaining the support of floating voters and Conservative Supporters. Overall, three 
in five (63%) favour reintroducing Freedom of Movement in principle, with one in five (22%) opposed. Framed 
as increasing immigration to the UK, respondents still tended to support Freedom of Movement, with around 
half (47%) saying they supported the policy and two in five (41%) opposed. Labour, Liberal Democrat and 
Green Party Supporters support the policy irrespective of its framing, just as Reform UK Supporters oppose 
it, while Conservative Supporters reversed their previous support for the policy. 
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Conclusions 

Taken together, the considerations of the potential economic gains, balance of rights and obligations of 
different relationship models, and public attitudes to the UK-EU relationship models considered in this 
report, suggest that the UK-EU relationship reset is reaching a tipping point. 

If the commitments made at the May 2025 UK-EU Summit are successfully negotiated and beyond that, 
the UK Government approach of incrementally moving closer to the EU Single Market can deliver, then the 
political compromise it entails is clearly preferable to all the alternatives.  

If instead, as evidence to date suggests, the tradeoffs and compromises of negotiations with the EU 
meant it became politically impossible, or impractical, to build beyond the commitments made at the May 
2025 UK-EU Summit, then revisiting the UK Government’s negotiation red lines will become not only 
legitimate, but imperative.  

Were such a rubicon to be passed, neither the options of a UK-EU customs union or joining the EU Single 
Market are likely to prove politically sustainable policy objectives - even as ‘stepping stones’. A UK-EU 
customs union would not provide enough economic benefit to justify the obligations it entails, and the 
proposal would be vulnerable to unravelling during negotiations. A policy of joining the EU Single Market is 
likely to suffer a similar fate. Even before these considerations, neither policy proposal appears likely to 
provide any political benefit to its proponents. 

Membership of the EU would provide the most economic growth of any policy option considered in this 
report. Unlike the options of a UK-EU customs union, or joining the EU Single Market, membership of the EU 
would also give the UK ‘decision making’ (as opposed to ‘decision shaping’) rights over EU regulations, and 
allow UK representation on the Court of Justice of the European Union. These are arguments which 
previous Best for Britain research has found to be key to maintaining public support for closer UK-EU 
relations, and are absent for the UK-EU customs union and EU Single Market options. 

Ultimately, the data and considerations in this report show that were such a tipping point reached, 
considerations of economic growth and the balance of rights and obligations suggest that seeking 
membership of the EU would be the most politically sustainable policy option. The public opinion data in 
this report further suggests that were this to become a necessity, a policy of UK membership of the EU 
would be the only policy option to produce a political dividend for its proponents.  

Irrespective of considerations presented in this report, any further improvement in UK-EU relations will 
have to be supported by the EU. To make any form of closer UK-EU relations possible will require the 
current UK-EU relationship reset to be a diplomatic and political success for both parties. All options for 
future UK-EU relations will require an increase in diplomatic efforts, to ensure any and all future UK 
proposals for closer UK-EU relations are met with the equivalent level of enthusiasm as shown in the UK.
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Headline Findings 

1 Three in five (61%) support the UK Government's approach to UK-EU 
relations. Two in five (18%) are opposed. 

 
2 Around half (53%) would support the UK rejoining the EU, with a third 

(32%) opposed. 

 
3 Around half (49%) would support the UK joining a UK-EU customs union, 

with one in five (19%) opposed. A third (33%) ‘don’t know’. 

 
4 Around half (46%) would support the UK rejoining the EU Single Market, 

with one in five (23%) opposed. A third (32%) ‘don’t know’. 

 
5 Only three in ten (29%) support our current relationship with the EU; 

over two in five (46%) oppose it. 

 
6 Only one in five (23%) would support further loosening ties with the EU; 

three in five (58%) would oppose it. 

 
7 Three in five (63%) would support the reintroduction of Freedom of 

Movement in principle; only one in five (22%) would be opposed. 
Framed as increasing immigration to the UK, around half (47%) still 
support Freedom of Movement, with two in five (41%) opposed.  
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8 Support for the UK Government's approach to UK-EU relations is 

shallow. Across all voting intention crossbreaks, around half (46%) say 
they ‘somewhat support’ the UK Government's approach. 

 
9 Moving to a policy of a UK-EU customs union would command 12 

percentage points less support than the current UK Government 
approach to UK-EU relations. 

 
10 Moving to a policy of joining the EU Single Market (EEA/EFTA) would 

command 15 percentage points less support than the current UK 
Government approach. 

 
11 Moving to a policy of rejoining the EU would command 8 percentage 

points less support than the current UK Government approach. 

 
12 The reduction in support for all options for closer UK-EU relations is 

driven by Reform UK and Conservative Supporters who, though willing 
to ‘hold their nose’ in support of the UK Government's approach, are no 
longer willing to do so. 

 
13 The Single Market and UK-EU customs union options fail to draw any 

additional support from Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party 
supporters, compared to the UK Government's current approach. 
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14 Rejoining the EU is the only policy option to draw more support than the 

UK Government's approach across Labour (+7), Liberal Democrat (+11) 
and Green Party (+14) Supporters. 

 
15 Just under a quarter (23%) of former Leave voters would now be in 

favour of the UK rejoining the EU. 

 
16 Around 40% of Conservative Supporters and around 20% Reform UK 

Supporters would back a UK-EU customs union, rejoining the EU Single 
Market, or rejoining the EU. 
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1.​ Introduction  

After the successful UK-EU Summit in May 2025, negotiations to improve trading relations across a swathe 
of key sectors of the economy are taking place. UK stakeholders ranging from agriculture and food 
production, higher education, energy and travel sectors are all awaiting conclusion of crucial negotiations 
on the promised food and drink, youth mobility and energy cooperation deals.  

As with all negotiations, there have already been disappointments. Most notably, the failure to ensure the 
UK’s access to the EU’s SAFE defence cooperation fund, following unrealistic financial demands on the EU’s 
side.  

In the UK, since the 2025 Autumn Budget, there has been a significant shift in discourse surrounding UK-EU 
relations, with the UK Government increasingly discussing the economic damage caused by Brexit.  

This shift has caused debate, but mainly speculation, about the broader trajectory of UK-EU relations, 
prompting significant parliamentary interventions from opposition parties, and responses from Cabinet 
figures and the Prime Minister in support of closer UK-EU relations. 

In this context, this report analyses the economic and political benefits and tradeoffs of each of the 
potential paths forward.  

The findings in this report provide an in-depth assessment of public attitudes towards six widely understood 
UK-EU relationship models: the UK Government's current approach; a UK-EU customs union; the UK joining 
the UK Single Market (EEA/EFTA); the UK rejoining the EU outright; keeping the UK-EU relationship as it is 
now; and further loosening ties with the EU.  

The reported findings also provide an in-depth assessment of public attitudes towards Freedom of 
Movement, both when framed neutrally as applying to “all UK and EU citizens”, and when framed as 
increasing “immigration from the EU to the UK”. 

The report explores how views on potential UK-EU relations are likely to shape UK electoral politics and 
builds on previous Best for Britain research which focussed on public attitudes towards UK-EU relations and 
policy commitments made at the first UK-EU Summit of 19 May 2025; public attitudes towards the UK’s 
trading partners; public attitudes towards Brexit and the public’s views on the biggest issues facing the UK. 
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2.​ Methodology 

This report details the findings of Best for Britain’s work evaluating public opinion towards UK-EU relations 
and contains analysis of two public opinion surveys, carried out by YouGov on behalf of Best for Britain.  

The first survey presented in this report included a total sample size of 4,368 adults. Fieldwork was 
undertaken between 5th - 10th September 2025. The survey was carried out online. The figures have been 
weighted and are representative of all GB adults (aged 18+)1. 

The second survey presented in this report included a total sample size of 4,478 adults. Fieldwork was 
undertaken between 8th - 10th March 2026. The survey was carried out online. The figures have been 
weighted and are representative of all GB adults (aged 18+)2. 

Both surveys were conducted using an online interview of members of the YouGov Plc GB panel of 400,000+ 
individuals who have agreed to take part in surveys. An email was sent to panellists selected at random from 
the base sample according to the sample definition, inviting them to take part in the survey and providing a 
link to the survey. 

YouGov Plc normally achieves a response rate of approximately 20% depending on the subject matter, 
complexity and length of the questionnaire. The responding samples were weighted to the profile of the 
sample definition to provide a representative reporting sample. The profile is normally derived from census 
data or, if not available from the census, from industry accepted data. 

As well as results from the YouGov public opinion surveys, this report considered the potential economic 
growth of the UK economy under different UK-EU relationship models. Although no specific econometric 
analysis was carried out as part of the report, estimates for UK GDP growth are drawn from previous Best for 
Britain and Frontier Economics3 econometric analysis, as well as Office for Budget Responsibility4, National 
Bureau of Economic Research5 and UK Government6 data. Economic data used in this report is not treated 
as a forecast of likely economic outcomes, but was instead used to compare the relative economic impact 
of different UK-EU relationships.  

This report also considers the political tradeoffs and compromises that are likely to emerge as part of 
UK-EU negotiations for different types of UK-EU relations. These are based on numerous roundtables and 
bilateral conversations carried out by the UK Trade and Business Commission7 in both the UK and in the EU.  

 

 

7 UK Trade and Business Commission 

6 UK Government, PM secures new agreement with EU to benefit British people, 19/05/2025 
5 National Bureau of Economic Research, The Economic Impact of Brexit, November 2025 
4 Office for Budget Responsibility, Briefing paper No.9: Forecasting productivity, 26 November 2025 
3 Frontier Economics, Modelling the effects of closer UK-EU cooperation and of US tariffs, 10/02/2025  
2 YouGov, Data tables, 08/03/2026 - 10/03/2026 

1 YouGov, Data tables, 05/09/2025 - 10/09/2025 
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3.​ Nomenclature 
Throughout this report, when referring to results disaggregated by how respondents voted at the 2024 
General Election, these are termed ‘Voters’ of that party. For example, respondents who voted for the 
Conservative Party at the 2024 General Election are therefore referred to as ‘Conservative Voters’. 

Where results are analysed based on respondents voting intention at the time the survey was conducted, 
these are termed ‘Supporters’ of that party. For example, respondents who said they would vote for the 
Labour Party if an election were held tomorrow are referred to as ‘Labour Supporters’. 

Respondents who voted for the Conservative Party at the 2019 General Election and voted Labour at the 
2024 General Election are referred to as ‘Conservative to Labour Switchers’.  

Respondents who said they had voted Labour at the 2024 General Election but intend to vote Reform UK 
were not numerous enough (94 unweighted respondents, or 88 weighted) to produce a statistically 
significant sample. For this reason, the segment of voters who voted Labour in 2024 and say they intend to 
vote Reform UK were grouped with Labour 2024 voters who, asked if they would consider voting Reform UK 
on a scale of 0-10 (where 10 is certain to vote Reform UK), answered 6 and above. Throughout the report, this 
group of voters is termed ‘Reform Curious Labour Voters’, and the unweighted sample size was 133, or 126 
weighted. 
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4.​ Public support for different UK-EU relationship models 

When it comes to potential models of relationships between the EU and any third country, such as the UK 
now is, there are numerous hypothetical arrangements available.  

To fully understand public attitudes towards all options for UK-EU relations, it was therefore necessary to 
measure respondents’ attitudes towards as many UK-EU relationship models as possible, while ensuring 
these were understood by respondents. Survey questions therefore did not reflect the nuances and 
compromises of the policy options presented to respondents, or the full range of hypothetical UK-EU 
relationship models. 

As such, on behalf of Best for Britain, YouGov asked 4,368 respondents to indicate their support or 
opposition for six widely understood UK-EU relationships models, as listed in Table 1.  

Table 1: List of UK-EU relationship options presented to respondents 

For each UK-EU relationship model shown in Table 1, respondents were asked to pick an answer ranging 
from ‘strongly support’, ‘somewhat support’, 'somewhat oppose’ and ‘strongly oppose’. ‘Don’t know’ was an 
available answer.  

The option of ‘Britain further loosening ties with the EU’ captured support and opposition for further 
divergence from the EU. This option therefore represented a range of policy options, which in practice 
would all likely result in further disruption and trade barriers between the UK and EU.  

The option of ‘Britain’s current relationship with the European Union remaining as it is’ measured public 
sentiment towards the Trade and Cooperation Agreement, as negotiated by Prime Minister Boris Johnson. 
This option therefore represented the status quo in UK-EU relations, before factoring in the negotiation of 
commitments made at the UK-EU Summit of May 2025.  

The UK Government's approach to UK-EU relations was formulated by highlighting its negotiation red lines 
as ‘Britain having a closer relationship with the European Union, without rejoining the European Union, the 
Single Market, or the Customs Union’. 

Options for closer relations with the EU, such as rejoining the EU outright, rejoining the EU Single Market, or 
Customs Union, were measured with the corresponding formulations in Table 1. The compromises, tradeoffs 
and implications of each are discussed in detail in Section 5 of this report.  
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Possible responses 

Britain rejoining the European Union 
Britain rejoining the Single Market 

Britain rejoining the Customs Union 
Britain having a closer relationship with the European Union, without rejoining the European Union, the Single Market, 

or the Customs Union 
Britain's current relationship with the European Union remaining as it is 

Britain further loosening ties with the European Union 
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Figure 1 shows the aggregate responses for each option for UK-EU relations presented to respondents.  

 
Figure 1: Support and opposition for each UK-EU relationship, all respondents, ​

September 2025 

 The UK Government’s position of forging a closer relationship with the 
EU, within the negotiation red lines of “no return to the Single Market or 
Customs Union” enjoyed the most support in aggregate.  

In total, three in five respondents (61%) were supportive of the UK 
Government's approach to UK-EU relations, led by respondents saying 
they “somewhat” support it (42%).  

However, only one in five respondents (19%) said they “strongly” 
support the UK Government's approach. 

 
The UK Government's position of forging a closer relationship with the EU, within the negotiation red lines 
of “no return to the Single Market or Customs Union” was also found to be the least divisive, with fewer 
than one in five (18%) saying they opposed the UK Government’s approach, led by people saying they 
"somewhat" opposed the approach. Only 7% of respondents “strongly” opposed it. 
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The second most popular option was for the UK to rejoin the EU outright, with just over half (53%) of 
respondents saying they supported this option. Rejoining the EU also drew the strongest support of any 
option, with just under two in five (37%) respondents saying they strongly support the UK rejoining the EU.  

Compared to the UK Government’s approach, and the options of rejoining the Single Market or customs 
union, rejoining the EU outright elicited the strongest opposition. It was opposed by a third (32%) of 
respondents in aggregate, with around a quarter (24%) saying they ‘strongly’ opposed rejoining the EU.  

On the opposite end of the spectrum, Britain further loosening ties with the EU was the least supported 
option in aggregate. Fewer than a quarter of respondents (23%) said they supported more divergence 
between the UK and EU, and only one in ten respondents (9%) said they strongly supported this option. 
Conversely, almost four in five respondents (58%) said they opposed further loosening ties with the EU, with 
almost two in five (37%) saying they strongly oppose further divergence from the EU. 

The survey also revealed widespread dissatisfaction with our current trading arrangements with the EU. 
Over two in five respondents (46%) actively opposed the status quo, with just under a third of respondents 
(29%) supporting the Trade and Cooperation Agreement negotiated by Boris Johnson’s government. 

Rejoining the Customs Union or the Single Market were found to draw significant levels of support, but 
fell short of a majority. The Customs Union was supported by roughly half (49%) of respondents, with only 
one in five respondents (19%) opposed. Under half of respondents (46%) supported rejoining the Single 
Market, with around one in five respondents (23%) opposed. In both cases responses were dominated by 
respondents choosing “don’t know”, with a third of people choosing this option. 

The reasons driving the differing levels of support for each policy option are best understood by 
disaggregating responses by 2016 referendum vote. Further disaggregating results by Westminster voting 
intention reveals how people’s vote preference at the 2016 referendum is affecting party-political support.  

4.1.​ Analysis of 2016 Referendum vote crossbreaks 

Previous Best for Britain analysis8 found that although Brexit was no longer front of mind, public attitudes 
towards Brexit were still driving UK electoral politics. 

Previous analysis9 of responses to the question “So far, do you think Brexit has been more of a success, or 
more of a failure for the UK?”, as shown in Figure 2, revealed that voters who supported staying in the EU in 
the 2016 referendum were united in their view that Brexit had been a failure (87%) but, when it comes to 
voting intention, divided their political support between Labour, the Liberal Democrats and the Green Party. 
By extension, in Scotland and Wales, they also split their political support with the SNP and Plaid Cymru.  

Conversely, people who supported leaving the EU in the 2016 referendum were split three ways on whether 
Brexit had been a failure (35%), neither a failure nor a success (32%), or a success (25%), but their political 
support had consolidated around Reform UK. 

9 Ibid.  
8 Best for Britain, The Brexit Report, October 2025. 
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Figure 2: Public views on whether Brexit has been a success or a failure, disaggregated by voting 

intention and 2016 referendum vote, September 202510 

 Figure 2 shows that there are two major voting blocs shaping UK 
politics:  

1.​ A left-leaning pro-European bloc that shares the same views on 
Brexit, but splits their political support between Labour, Liberal 
Democrats and the Green Party. 

2.​A right-leaning eurosceptic bloc, which is divided on Brexit, but 
has consolidated their support behind Reform UK.  

Conservative to Labour Switchers and Reform Curious Labour Voters 
are between these two blocs. 

The Conservative Party supporter base is also between these two 
blocs, because the right-leaning eurosceptic bloc, which supported 
Boris Johnson at the 2019 General Election, have since consolidated 
their political support behind Reform UK. 

10 Best for Britain, The Brexit Report, October 2025.  
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Disaggregating respondents' views towards each UK-EU relationship model according to how they voted in 
the 2016 referendum revealed that this was still a major driver of their outlook towards UK-EU relations. 

 
Figure 3: Support for each UK-EU relationship, disaggregated by 2016 referendum vote, September 2025 

 The UK Government's position of seeking a closer relationship with the 
EU without rejoining the Single Market or Customs Union drew support 
from across old Remain-Leave divides. It was the compromise position.  

The UK Government's approach was supported by an overwhelming 
majority of people who voted Remain in 2016 (70%), with over two in 
five (44%) saying they ‘somewhat support’ this option. Only a quarter 
(26%) said they ‘strongly support’ it.  

Similarly, the UK Government's approach was supported by three in five 
(61%) of people who voted Leave in 2016, with over two in five (46%) 
saying they ‘somewhat support’ this option. Only 15% said they ‘strongly 
support’ it.  

That responses from both former Leave and Remain voters were 
concentrated in the ‘somewhat support’ category of responses, 
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suggests that both former Leave and Remain voters are ‘holding their 
nose’ in supporting the UK Government's approach. 

Results in Figure 3 also showed that discontent with the current UK-EU relationship, as negotiated by 
Boris Johnson’s government, reached across old Brexit divides. The status quo in UK-EU relations was 
supported by only two in five (40%) Leave voters, and under a quarter (23%) of people who voted to stay in 
the EU in 2016. 

Further loosening ties with the EU was only supported by a minority (45%) of people who voted to leave 
the EU in 2016, with a third (34%) actively opposed to further divergence from the EU. In contrast, further 
loosening ties with the EU was overwhelmingly opposed by people who voted to stay in the EU in 2016, with 
four in five (80%) against and one in ten (9%) in favour.  

 Support and opposition for joining the Customs Union, the Single 
Market and rejoining the EU outright broadly reflected how people 
voted in the 2016 referendum, with some notable differences. 

Responses given by former Remain and Leave voters for each of the available options are given in Table 2.  

Table 2: Breakdown of responses for each UK-EU relationship option, according to 2016 Referendum vote, 
September 2025 (%) 

 UKG Position Rejoin the EU Single Market Customs Union TCA Divergence 

 Remain Leave Remain Leave Remain Leave Remain Leave Remain Leave Remain Leave 

Strongly support 26 15 64 12 47 8 50 8 4 7 3 19 
Somewhat support 44 46 18 11 24 19 23 20 19 33 6 26 

TOTAL SUPPORT 70 61 82 23 71 27 73 28 23 40 9 45 
Somewhat oppose 12 11 5 11 6 13 4 13 39 23 20 21 

Strongly oppose 4 10 6 54 3 31 2 25 21 12 60 13 
TOTAL OPPOSE 16 21 11 65 9 44 6 38 60 35 80 34 

Don’t know 14 18 7 13 21 29 21 33 18 26 10 22 

Results in Table 2 showed that, unsurprisingly, former 2016 Remain voters were most supportive of the 
UK rejoining the EU outright. Four in five (82%) said they would support the UK rejoining the EU, with 
almost two thirds (64%) saying they strongly support this option. Only one in ten (11%) former Remain 
voters opposed the UK rejoining the EU.  

Conversely, two thirds (65%) of former Leave voters were opposed to the UK rejoining the EU, with over 
half (54%) of former Leave voters strongly opposed.  
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 Just under a quarter (23%) of former Leave voters were in favour of the 
UK rejoining the EU. 

Rejoining the Customs Union, or the Single Market, elicited similar responses from both former Remain 
and former Leave voters. People who voted Remain in 2016 overwhelmingly supported rejoining both the 
Single Market (71%) or the Customs Union (73%), but less so than rejoining the EU outright (82%). Conversely, 
former Leave voters were only slightly more supportive of rejoining the Customs Union (27%) or the Single 
Market (28%) compared to rejoining the EU outright (23%). Former Leave voters were however less opposed 
to rejoining the Single Market (44%) or Customs Union (38%), compared to rejoining the EU outright (65%).  

Both the options of Britain rejoining the EU Single Market, or the Customs Union, attracted a substantial 
number of ‘Don’t know’ answers. Although both the Single Market and Customs Union questions attracted 
higher ‘Don’t know’ responses across both 2016 Remain and Leave crossbreaks, they were highest among 
2016 Leave voters, with around three in ten selecting ‘Don’t Know’ for the Single Market option (29%), and the 
Customs Union question (33%). One in five (21%) 2016 Remain voters selected ‘Don’t Know’ for both the 
Single Market and Customs Union questions. 

Results in Table 2 showed that keeping the relationship as it is now, governed by the Trade and 
Cooperation Agreement, or further loosening ties with the EU were overwhelmingly opposed by 
respondents who supported Remain in 2016. Three in five (60%) former Remain voters opposed keeping 
the UK-EU relationship as it is now, rising to four in five (80%) who opposed further divergence from the EU.  

Only a minority of former Leave voters supported keeping our current relationship as it is now (40%), 
rising to 45% in favour of further loosening ties with the EU. Over a third of former Leave voters opposed 
keeping the UK-EU relationship as it is now (35%), and further divergence with the EU (34%). 

The change in support and opposition for each of the options given, compared to the UK Government's 
position of having a closer relationship without rejoining the EU, the Single Market or Customs Union are 
given in Table 3. 

 Table 3: Change in support for each UK-EU relationship option compared to the current UK Government 
approach, according to 2016 Referendum vote, September 2025 (percentage points) 

 Rejoin the EU Single Market Customs Union TCA Divergence 

 Remain Leave Remain Leave Remain Leave Remain Leave Remain Leave 

Strongly support +38 -3 +21 -7 +24 -7 -22 -8 -23 +4 
Somewhat support -26 -35 -20 -27 -21 -26 -25 -13 -38 -20 

TOTAL SUPPORT +12 -38 +1 -34 +3 -33 -47 -21 -61 -16 
Somewhat oppose -7 0 -6 +2 -8 +2 +27 +12 +8 +10 

Strongly oppose +2 +44 -1 +21 -2 +15 +17 +2 +56 +3 
TOTAL OPPOSE -5 +44 -7 +23 -10 +17 +44 +14 +64 +13 

Don’t know -7 -5 +7 +11 +7 +15 +4 +8 -4 +4 
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Results in Table 3 showed that, relative to the UK Government approach to UK-EU relations, support for 
the option of rejoining the EU outright attracted 12 percentage points of additional support from 2016 
Remain voters overall. The proportion of former Remain voters strongly in favour of the policy increased by 
38 percentage points, while the number who somewhat supported the policy reduced by 26 percentage 
points.  

Results in Table 3 showed that relative to the UK Government approach to UK-EU relations, the option of 
rejoining the Single Market did not attract any additional support from 2016 Remain voters overall, given 
that the 1 percentage point of additional support was within the statistical margin of error. The proportion of 
2016 Remain voters who strongly support the policy increased by 21 percentage points. At the same time, 
the proportion of 2016 Remain voters who somewhat supported the policy decreased by 20 percentage 
points.  

As with the option of rejoining the Single Market, the option of rejoining the Customs Union also failed to 
attract any additional support from 2016 Remain voters relative to the UK Government’s approach to 
UK-EU relations, as the 3 percentage points of additional support was within the statistical margin of error. 
The proportion of 2016 Remain voters who strongly supported the option of rejoining the Customs Union 
increased by 24 percentage points. At the same time, the proportion of 2016 Remain voters who somewhat 
supported the option of rejoining the Customs Union reduced by 21 percentage points. 

Relative to the UK Government's approach to UK-EU relations, opposition to rejoining the EU outright (-5 
percentage points), Single Market (-7 percentage points) and Customs Union (-10 percentage points) 
reduced progressively among respondents who supported Remain in 2016, from an already low base.  

Among respondents who supported Leave in 2016, relative to the UK Government's approach to UK-EU 
relations, both the Single Market and the Custom Union options experienced the same reduction in 
support, measured at 34 percentage points and 33 percentage points respectively. Rejoining the EU 
outright received a 38 percentage point reduction in support among Leave voters, relative to the UK 
Government's current approach to UK-EU relations.  

However, among respondents who supported Leave in 2016, opposition to closer UK-EU relationship 
options varied greatly relative to the UK Government's approach. Opposition to rejoining the EU outright 
increased significantly, by 44 percentage points. Opposition to rejoining the Single Market and Customs 
Union increased by 23 percentage points and 17 percentage points respectively. 

4.2.​ Analysis of Westminster voting intention crossbreaks 

Disaggregating results by Westminster voting intention showed how people voted in the 2016 referendum 
translated to the same outlooks to future UK-EU relations, when analysed by disaggregating results 
according to Westminster voting intention. 
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Figure 4: Support for each UK-EU relationship option, disaggregated by voting intention, September 2025 

 The UK Government's position of seeking a closer relationship with the 
EU, without rejoining the Single Market or Customs Union, drew support 
from across party-political divides. 

It was the only option to command majority support across all voting 
intention crossbreaks, ranging from three quarters (76%) of Labour 
Supporters through to a majority (55%) of Reform UK Supporters. 

Results in Figure 4 also showed that the discontent with the current UK-EU relationship reached across 
party lines. Support for the status quo in UK-EU relations was led by Conservative Supporters, with 44% of 
them in favour of keeping the current relationship as it is. Fewer than two in five (37%) Reform UK 
Supporters backed the status quo. Our current relationship with the EU was however opposed by sizable 
majorities of Labour (56%), Liberal Democrat (63%) and Green Party Supporters (63%).  

 Over four in five Labour (83%), Liberal Democrat (84%) and Green Party 
(82%) Supporters were in favour of the UK rejoining the EU.  
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Across the supporter bases of all three parties, over three in five 
Liberal Democrat (63%), Labour (65%) and Green Party (69%) 
Supporters strongly supported the UK joining the EU. 

Rejoining the EU was the preferred option of Labour, Liberal Democrat 
and Green Party Supporters. 

Only around one in ten Liberal Democrat (8%), Labour (9%) or Green 
Party (10%) Supporters were opposed to the UK rejoining the EU.  

Britain rejoining the EU also drew the support of around half of 
Conservative to Labour Switchers (51%) and Reform Curious Labour 
Voters (48%).  

Two in five (39%) Conservative Supporters and one in five (18%) Reform 
UK Supporters were in favour of Britain rejoining the EU. 

The option of further loosening ties with the EU only gained majority support from Reform UK 
Supporters, with 55% saying they would back this option, and 28% opposing it. This meant that Reform UK 
Supporters backed both further loosening ties with the EU (55%) and closer relations with the EU, outside of 
the Single Market and Customs Union (55%) in identical proportions.  

Over four in five Labour (81%), Liberal Democrat (86%) and Green (85%) Supporters were opposed to further 
loosening ties with the EU, alongside half (49%) of Conservative Supporters. A majority of Reform Curious 
Labour Voters (53%) and Conservative to Labour Switchers (63%) also opposed any further divergence from 
the EU.  

 Compared to the UK Government approach both the options of Britain 
rejoining the Single Market, or rejoining the Customs Union, drew similar 
levels of support from Labour, Liberal Democrat or Green Party 
Supporters.  

As with the option of rejoining the EU outright, neither rejoining the 
Single Market or Customs Union carried the support of a majority of 
Reform UK or Conservative Party Supporters. 

Britain rejoining the Single Market drew the support of three quarters of Liberal Democrat (77%) and 
Labour (74%) Supporters and two thirds (66%) of Green Party Supporters. Whether the UK should join the 
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Single Market split Conservative Supporters, with two in five (39%) in favour, and one third (34%) against. 
One in five (23%) of Reform UK Supporters were in favour of the UK rejoining the EU Single Market, alongside 
half of Conservative to Labour Switchers (49%) and Reform Curious Labour Voters (50%). 

The option of Britain rejoining the Customs Union produced similar results, with three quarters of Liberal 
Democrat (76%) and Labour (74%) Supporters in favour, alongside seven in ten (70%) Green Party 
Supporters. Whether the UK should join the Customs Union split Conservative Supporters, with two in five 
(41%) in favour, and 28% against. A quarter (24%) of Reform UK Supporters supported the UK rejoining the 
EU Customs Union, and 45% were against. Britain rejoining the EU’s Customs Union was supported by 
almost two in five (57%) Conservative to Labour Switchers and Reform Curious Labour Voters. 

Both the options of Britain rejoining the EU Single Market, or the Customs Union, attracted a substantial 
number of ‘Don’t know’ answers, with around a third of all respondents choosing this option. Although 
both the Single Market and Customs Union questions attracted higher ‘Don’t know’ responses across all 
voting intention crossbreaks, they were highest among Conservative and Reform UK Supporters, with 
around three in ten of each choosing ‘Don’t know’ for the Single Market question (32%), and the Customs 
Union question (27%). 

Results in Table 4 showed how responses by 2016 referendum vote crossbreaks align with responses given 
by current Westminster voting intention crossbreaks.  

Table 4: Comparison of aggregate support and opposition for each policy position, between 2016 vote, 
and Westminster voting intention, September 2025 (%) 

  Left-leaning pro-Europeans Floating Voters 
Right-leaning 
eurosceptics 

  Remain Lab Lib Dem Green Con Con-Lab Lab-Ref Reform Leave 

UK Government 
Position 

Total support 70 76 73 68 70 74 71 55 61 
Total oppose 16 11 14 18 16 16 16 29 21 

Customs Union 
Total support 73 74 76 70 41 57 57 24 28 
Total oppose 6 6 6 4 28 18 18 45 38 

Single Market 
Total support 71 74 77 65 39 49 50 23 27 
Total oppose 9 7 6 7 34 28 23 50 44 

Rejoining the EU 
Total support 82 83 84 82 39 51 48 18 23 
Total oppose 11 9 8 10 51 37 40 73 65 

TCA 
Total support 23 27 25 19 44 40 44 37 40 
Total oppose 60 56 63 63 35 38 45 41 35 

Divergence 
Total support 9 11 5 6 31 24 30 55 45 
Total oppose 80 81 86 85 49 63 53 28 34 

Results in Table 4 showed how across Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party Supporters, responses 
tracked those of 2016 Remain voters closely, creating the left-leaning pro-European bloc of voters. 
Responses across the left-leaning pro-European bloc of voters were similar for both support and opposition 
for each UK-EU relationship option, and particularly aligned across Labour and Liberal Democrat 
Supporters.  
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 The results in Table 4 showed that the left-leaning pro-European bloc 
of voters not only shared the same views on whether Brexit has been a 
success or a failure, but they also shared the same views on all tested  
models of UK-EU relations. 

Results in Table 4 showed that the left-leaning pro-European bloc supported all options for closer UK-EU 
relations, but supported rejoining the EU the most. Across Great Britain, this bloc of voters split their 
political support across Labour, Liberal Democrats and the Green Party. Although not polled or analysed as 
part of this dataset, by extension in Scotland and Wales they also split their political support across the SNP 
and Plaid Cymru respectively.  

Results in Table 4 also showed how across Reform UK Supporters, responses closely tracked those of 
2016 Leave voters, creating the right-leaning eurosceptic bloc of voters. Responses across the 
right-leaning eurosceptic bloc of voters were similar for both support and opposition for each UK-EU 
relationship option, but less so than for the left-leaning pro-European bloc of voters. These small 
differences were likely to be due to Reform UK having successfully consolidated most, but not all, of the 2016 
Leave vote.  

Reform UK Supporters were equally likely to support the UK Government's approach to EU relations (55% 
in favour), and further loosening ties with the EU (also 55% in favour). Although Reform UK Supporters 
showed comparable levels of support for the options of a UK-EU customs union, rejoining the EU Single 
Market, or rejoining the EU, the option of rejoining the EU drew significantly more opposition, compared to a 
UK-EU customs union or rejoining the EU Single Market.  

 Compared to the left-leaning pro-European bloc of voters, the 
right-leaning eurosceptic bloc was less clear about their preferred  
UK-EU relationship model. 

Between these two blocks, Conservative to Labour Switchers and Reform Curious Labour Voters shared 
almost identical views on UK-EU relations, favouring options for closer relations with the EU. In 
aggregate, they were equally likely to support either rejoining the EU Single Market, or rejoining the EU 
(around 50% in favour), and slightly more likely to support a UK-EU customs union (57% in favour).  

Also between the left-leaning pro-European bloc and right-leaning eurosceptic bloc, Conservative 
Supporters favoured options for closer relations with the EU, but less so than Conservative to Labour 
Switchers, and Reform Curious Labour Voters. In aggregate, Conservative Supporters backed the UK 
Government's approach and tended to oppose further loosening ties with the EU. They were equally likely to 
support a UK-EU customs union, rejoining the EU Single Market, and rejoining the EU (around 40%). They 
were similarly likely to support the status quo (44%).  
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5.​ Analysis of the Economic and Political Tradeoffs  
Consideration of the potential benefits and tradeoffs presented by each of the options for future UK-EU 
relations is not limited to public opinion. 

Indeed, many of the deliberations on UK-EU relations in the UK are driven by the ambition to remedy the 
economic damage (estimated to range between a 4%11 and 8%12 in lost GDP in the long run) of the UK’s 
departure from the EU. Since the escalation of Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine, and the US’s 
retreat from the global international order, the UK’s and Europe’s defence and security are at least equally 
important considerations. The views of the EU Commission, and EU member states towards the UK are also 
significant considerations. 

In this section, the report explores the relative economic benefits of each of the polled models for UK-EU 
relations. These are then balanced against considerations of the rights and obligations each entails, as well 
as the public’s views of each model. 

The UK Government's current position of seeking “a closer relationship with the EU without rejoining the EU, 
or rejoining the EU Single Market, or Customs Union” was treated as the baseline, against which all other 
options are compared. 

5.1.​ Having a closer relationship with the EU, within red lines 

The UK Government’s approach, supported by Best for Britain since it was proposed by the UK Trade and 
Business Commission’s ‘Trading our way to prosperity’ report13 in 2023, continues to constitute the most 
politically ‘safe’ approach to UK-EU relations. After years of damaging UK-EU relations under consecutive 
previous Prime Ministers, this approach also constitutes an essential first step towards improving relations 
with the EU, and EU member states.  

As shown in Section 4, this approach represents a compromise position, supported by both former Leave 
and Remain voters, and a majority of supporters across all political parties. The UK Government has been 
successful in launching the strategy, as demonstrated by the commitments14 made at the 2025 UK-EU 
Summit. Progress towards aligning key sectors of the UK and EU economies, including agrifood, emissions 
and energy trading, and youth mobility, showed ambition and goodwill by both the UK Government and the 
EU.  

As shown in Figure 5, the areas of UK-EU cooperation currently under negotiation attract broad public 
support, with opposition consistently low. 

14 European Council of the European Union, EU-UK summit, 19/05/2025 
13 UK Trade and Business Commission, Trading our way to prosperity, 01/06/2023 
12 National Bureau of Economic Research, The Economic Impact of Brexit, November 2025 
11 Office for Budget Responsibility, Briefing paper No.9: Forecasting productivity, 26 November 2025 
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Figure 5: Support for each UK-EU relationship negotiation areas, September 2025 

Although negotiations on UK participation in the EU’s SAFE defence programme did not succeed, results in 
Figure 5 showed that a defence and security pact with the EU commanded the strongest support, with three 
quarters (75%) of respondents in favour and around one in ten (11%) opposed. 

A youth mobility scheme allowing 18- to 30-year-olds to live, work and study in the UK and EU was supported 
by around three quarters (72%) of respondents, with around one in six (15%) opposed. Alignment on food and 
drink rules was backed by just under three in five (62%) respondents, with just under one quarter (23%) 
opposed. 

Applying the same environmental rules as the EU was supported by just under three in five (58%) 
respondents, while one quarter (25%) were opposed.  

Comparing the results in Figure 5 to the public attitudes towards the same policies as measured in April 
202515 ahead of the UK-EU Summit, suggested that public support for the youth mobility, SPS, ETS and 
defence deals had grown significantly since the UK-EU Summit. 

 Table 5: Change in support for each UK-EU relationship negotiation option between April 2025 and 
September 2025, aggregate results 

 Youth Mobility Scheme 
Defence and Security 

Pact  
Same Food and Drink 

Regulations 
Same Environmental 

Regulations 

 April 2025 Sept 2025 April 2025 Sept 2025 April 2025 Sept 2025 April 2025 Sept 2025 

Strongly support 30 41 31 42 23 32 19 30 
Somewhat support 33 31 38 33 30 30 27 28 

TOTAL SUPPORT 63 72 69 75 53 62 46 58 
Somewhat oppose 9 7 7 5 13 12 12 12 

Strongly oppose 8 8 6 6 8 11 11 13 
TOTAL OPPOSE 17 15 13 11 21 23 23 25 

Don’t know 19 13 18 14 26 16 31 17 

 

15 Best for Britain,The UK-EU Relationship: Public Attitudes towards the 19 May 2025 UK-EU Summit,19/05/2026 
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 Between April 2025 and September 2025, support for all ongoing 
negotiation strands had increased.  

Support for the youth mobility scheme rose by nine percentage points 
in aggregate, from 63% in April 2025 to 72% in September 2025.  

As shown in Table 5, this was driven by an 11 percentage point increase in respondents who said they 
‘strongly support’ the scheme, up from 30% in April 2025 to 41% in September 2025. Opposition largely 
stayed the same, at 17% in April 2025 and 15% in September 2025, while ‘Don’t know’ responses decreased 
from 19% to 13%. 

 Between April 2025 and September 2025, support for a defence and 
security pact increased by six percentage points, support for an SPS 
deal increased by nine percentage points, and support for an ETS deal 
by 12 percentage points. 

 

Figure 6: Support for commitments made at the UK-EU Summit, including youth mobility, SPS and ETS 
deals by Westminster voting intention, September 2025 

Results in Figure 6 showed that, beneath the headline levels of support, attitudes towards the commitments 
made at the UK-EU Summit varied depending on party-political support and were consistent with the 
broader view of UK-EU relations of each party’s supporter base.  
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The left-leaning pro-European bloc, comprising Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party Supporters, 
was overwhelmingly supportive of all negotiation strands. 

Conversely, the right-leaning eurosceptic bloc, which supports Reform UK, were more cautious overall. 
Although three in five Reform UK Supporters (60%) were in favour of a defence and security pact, and 
around half of them (49%) supported a youth mobility scheme, only a minority supported cooperation with 
the EU on food and drink standards (37%) and environmental standards (27%). 

Between the two blocs, a majority of Conservative to Labour Switchers, and Reform Curious Labour Voters 
also supported each element of the UK-EU Summit package, but less so than the left-leaning pro-European 
bloc. 

Also between the two blocs, over two thirds (68%) of Conservative Supporters backed both the youth 
mobility scheme, while a majority (55%) supported the SPS agreement. Around half (49%) of Conservative 
Supporters backed closer alignment on environmental rules. 

As discussed in Section 4.2, the overall UK Government approach of ‘Britain having a closer relationship with 
the European Union, without rejoining the European Union, the Single Market, or the Customs Union’ 
commanded majority support across all voting intention crossbreaks, as shown in Table 6. 

Table 6: Support and opposition for the UK Government's approach of ‘having a closer relationship with 
the EU, without rejoining the EU, the EU single market, or customs union’ according to Westminster 

Voting Intention, September 2025 (%) 

 Total Con Lab Lib Dem Reform UK Green Con-Lab Lab-Ref 

Strongly support 19 17 31 28 12 19 25 25 
Somewhat support 42 53 45 45 43 49 49 46 

TOTAL SUPPORT 61 70 76 73 55 68 74 71 
Somewhat oppose 11 11 8 11 16 12 13 11 

Strongly oppose 7 5 3 3 13 6 3 5 
TOTAL OPPOSE 18 16 11 14 29 18 16 16 

Don’t know 21 13 13 13 16 14 11 12 

However, as shown in Table 6, the UK Government's approach was seen as a compromise position, with 
answers from across all voting intention crossbreaks concentrated in the ‘somewhat support’ category of 
responses to the question.  

Across the left-leaning pro-European bloc, over two in five (45%) Labour and Liberal Democrat Supporters, 
and around half of Green Party Supporters (49%) said they somewhat supported the approach. Among the 
right-leaning eurosceptic bloc, which supports Reform UK, over two in five (43%) said they somewhat 
supported the approach.  

Between the two blocs, around half of Conservative Supporters (53%) and Conservative to Labour Switchers 
(49%) said they somewhat supported the approach, alongside over two in five (46%) of Reform Curious 
Labour Voters.  
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 With support for the UK Government approach concentrated in the 
‘somewhat support’ category of responses across each Westminster 
voting intention crossbreak, it is clear that across both party-political 
and Remain/Leave divides, people are ‘holding their nose’ when 
supporting the UK Government's approach.  

When it comes to the economic impact of the approach, UK Government estimates suggest that the 
combined value of commitments made at the 2025 UK-EU Summit could deliver 0.3% of GDP growth in 
the long term16. These are welcome but modest figures, which demonstrate the tension between the UK 
Government’s negotiating red lines, and the UK Government's objective of delivering economic growth 
through improved UK-EU trading relations. 

With negotiations across all strands still ongoing, the Chancellor of the Exchequer stated17 that the UK 
Government intends to go further than the current commitments made at the UK-EU Summit, and expand 
the approach to cover more sectors of the UK economy, where it is deemed in the UK’s national interest to 
do so.  

Analysis commissioned by Best for Britain and undertaken by Frontier Economics18 indicated that in theory, 
this approach could deliver up to 1.1% GDP growth if expanded to cover all goods, and up to 2.2% GDP growth 
if expanded to include both all goods and all services. 

However, the further this strategy is advanced, the more complex and politically constrained 
negotiations with the EU are likely to become, as was apparent even in the lead up to the 2025 UK-EU 
Summit. Several high profile UK Government objectives, such as improvements to the Technical Barriers to 
Trade chapter of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement, including mutual recognition of conformity 
assessments, were not included in the Common Understanding. Progress on improving trading 
arrangements across the services sectors was particularly limited, with only minimal reference to mutual 
recognition of professional qualifications making it into the final text of the agreement. 

These limitations reflect a structural constraint of the approach: as UK-EU regulatory alignment 
deepens, it increasingly encroaches on the EU’s commitment to the indivisibility of the four freedoms of 
the EU Single Market - free movement of goods, services, capital and people. It is solely in the EU’s gift to 
decide how far this approach can go. The more regulatory alignment with the EU is pursued, the bigger the 
assurances and EU counter-demands will become.  

Since the UK-EU Summit the most notable shift in the EU’s approach has been the emergence of a clear 
“pay-to-play” model for participation in elements of the EU Single Market. This approach ultimately led to 
the failure of the UK’s bid to participate in EU’s €150bn SAFE defence fund19, where EU demands for the UK 

19 European Commission, SAFE | Security Action for Europe, Accessed 26/01/2026 
18 Best for Britain, Quantifying the opportunities for economic growth, 10/02/2025 
17 The Times, Closer EU ties are Britain’s ‘biggest prize’, says Rachel Reeves, 11/02/2026 

16 BBC, What will 'reset' deal mean for UK economic growth?, 19/05/2025 
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to contribute €4-6bn20 towards EU budgets proved politically unacceptable for the UK Government. The 
contrast with Canada, rumoured to have been granted access for a contribution of just €10m21, highlighted 
the EU’s continued case-by-case approach to trade and cooperation with third countries. 

It would therefore be imprudent to assume that all precedents set by the EU’s existing trading 
relationships, such as those with Switzerland or Canada for example, are available to the UK. Emulating 
the specific details of the EU's trading relationship with Switzerland or Canada is likely to continue to be met 
with resistance in the EU.  

Already, commitments made at the 2025 UK-EU Summit will see the UK follow EU rules and regulations in 
policy areas concerning agriculture, food products, and environmental and energy policy. It will see the 
UK granted consultative “decision-shaping” rights (but not decision making rights), as well as a role for the 
Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) combined with an independent arbitration-based dispute 
resolution mechanism. There will also be an agreement on the mobility of young people, through the Youth 
Experience Scheme. Although final sums are still being negotiated, once negotiations conclude, the UK will 
be making contributions to the EU budget for the administration of the SPS and ETS agreements. 

Taken together, these factors suggest that, in the long term, although efforts to deepen integration 
between the UK and the EU Single Market are both economically and politically justified, they are likely to 
encounter limits that will constrain the possible economic gains. For example, moving beyond the 
agreements currently under negotiation may already require the UK to accept a return to Freedom of 
Movement. Building on the commitments made at the 2025 UK-EU Summit is likely to require further 
financial contributions to EU budgets as part of the EU’s pay-to-play approach, further oversight of the 
CJEU (with arbitration-based dispute resolution mechanisms), and decision-shaping rights. In some cases, 
these constraints may prove too complicated to agree to, as was the case with the UK’s access to the EU’s 
SAFE defence fund.  

21 Euractiv, Canada to pay €10 million for preferential access to EU-funded defence deals, 02/12/2025 
 

20 Bloomberg, UK Rejects EU Demand for €6.75 Billion to Join Key Defense Fund, 11/11/2025 
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5.2.​ A UK-EU Customs Union 

The notion of the EU customs union re-entered the political debate when it was proposed by the Liberal 
Democrats through a Ten Minute Rule Bill on 9 December 2025. Since then, the proposal has been touted by 
a number of Cabinet Ministers and senior government advisors. In response, the Prime Minister stated that 
the UK Government's objective is to continue to move closer to the EU Single Market, rather than creating a 
new UK-EU customs union. 

Since the proposals surfaced, support for the UK joining a customs union has been somewhat muted. The 
reason for this is due to the considerations of what joining a customs union would mean in practice, and 
what rights and obligations it would entail. 

Firstly, the UK would not be joining ‘the’ EU customs union, as this is reserved for EU member states which 
are also members of the EU Single Market. The proposal would require the negotiation and establishment of 
a new and bespoke UK-EU customs union, more akin to the EU-Turkey customs union. Any such agreement 
would result in the UK agreeing to a common external tariff regime with the EU22. The sectors covered by 
any UK-EU customs union may be subject to negotiation. Any UK-EU customs union would only cover 
economic sectors trading in goods. 

Negotiation of a UK-EU customs union would result in UK goods exporters covered by the agreement 
qualifying for tariff-free trade with the EU, and no longer having to demonstrate compliance with 
stringent “rules of origin” requirements23. This would significantly reduce, but not eliminate, customs 
procedures and costs. Without simultaneous membership of the EU Single Market, it would not restore 
frictionless trade in goods with the EU24.  

Although detailed econometric analysis of the impact of a UK-EU customs union on UK GDP was not 
available at the time of writing this report, very rough estimates suggest a UK-EU customs union could 
benefit the economy to the tune of 0.5% GDP25 in the long run. This is only modestly higher, and of the 
same order of magnitude, as the UK Government estimates26 of 0.3% GDP growth27 from commitments 
made at the 2025 UK-EU Summit. 

Best for Britain and Frontier Economics analysis28 has shown that deep regulatory alignment in goods 
(which is not the same as a UK-EU customs union) could theoretically bring up to 1.1% GDP growth in the long 
run. 

It is therefore likely that the economic benefits of a UK-EU customs union would be of the same order of 
magnitude as the UK Government’s current approach, and more modest than membership of the EU 
Single Market, or membership of the EU. 

28 Frontier Economics, Modelling the effects of closer UK-EU cooperation and of US tariffs, 10/02/2025  

27 BBC, What will 'reset' deal mean for UK economic growth?, 19/05/2025 

26 UK Government, PM secures new agreement with EU to benefit British people, 19/05/2025 

25 UK in a Changing Europe, Is a customs union worth it?, 10/12/2025 
24 Institute for Government, Customs union, 09/05/2019. 

23 UK in a Changing Europe, Is a customs union worth it?, 10/12/2025 
22 Council of the European Union, The EU Customs Union, Accessed 02/02/2026. 
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Other drawbacks of a UK-EU customs union would be that, with external tariffs set in Brussels, at least 
some elements of the UK’s trade policy would have to be set by the EU29. This would likely mean that the 
UK Government would have to revisit elements of the trade deals negotiated by successive governments 
post-Brexit. 

The main perceived benefit of creating a new UK-EU customs union is that, unlike membership of the EU 
Single Market, or membership of the EU, a UK-EU customs union can theoretically be achieved without the 
need for the UK to accept the Freedom of Movement of people. However, given the UK and EU are already 
negotiating a Youth Experience Scheme, it is likely that any proposals to negotiate a UK-EU customs union 
would result in EU demands for further concessions on mobility. 

With a US administration willing to use trade tariffs to create leverage over its trading partners, outsourcing 
UK tariff policy would significantly complicate deliberations when weighing up the benefits of negotiating a 
UK-EU customs union. 

An equally important consideration when assessing the benefits and drawbacks of a UK-EU customs 
union, or any other option for UK-EU relations, is who such a policy would appeal to, and how such an 
option would be perceived relative to the current UK Government approach, and all other options. The 
levels of support and opposition for a UK-EU customs union, according to Westminster voting intention, are 
given in Table 7.  

Table 7: Support and opposition for the UK to join a UK-EU customs union, according to Westminster 
Voting Intention, September 2025 (%) 

 Total Con Lab Lib Dem Reform UK Green Con-Lab Lab-Ref 

Strongly support 27 14 50 52 6 52 24 26 
Somewhat support 22 27 24 24 18 18 33 31 

TOTAL SUPPORT 49 41 74 76 24 70 57 57 
Somewhat oppose 8 12 5 5 14 1 7 11 

Strongly oppose 11 16 1 1 31 3 11 7 
TOTAL OPPOSE 19 28 6 6 45 4 18 18 

Don’t know 33 30 20 18 30 26 24 25 

More importantly, results in Table 8 show the change in support across all polled party-political crossbreaks, 
when moving from the UK Government approach's to UK-EU relations to a UK-EU customs union.

29 Institute for Government, Customs union, 09/05/2019 
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Table 8: Change in support and opposition for a UK-EU customs union relative to the current UK 
Government approach, by Westminster Voting Intention, September 2025 (percentage points) 

 Total Con Lab Lib Dem Reform UK Green Con-Lab Lab-Ref 

Strongly support 8 -3 19 24 -6 33 -1 1 
Somewhat support -20 -26 -21 -21 -25 -31 -16 -15 

TOTAL SUPPORT -12 -29 -2 3 -31 2 -17 -14 
Somewhat oppose -3 1 -3 -6 -2 -11 -6 0 

Strongly oppose 4 11 -2 -2 18 -3 8 2 
TOTAL OPPOSE 1 12 -5 -8 16 -14 2 2 

Don’t know 12 17 7 5 14 12 13 13 

 

 A policy of creating a UK-EU customs union would command 12 
percentage points less support than the current UK Government 
approach to UK-EU relations.  

Opposition to the approach would stay the same, with the 1 percentage 
point increase in opposition not being statistically significant.  

The reduction in support for a UK-EU customs union compared to the 
current UK Government approach is driven by significant reductions in 
support from Conservative Supporters (-29 percentage points), Reform 
UK Supporters (-31 percentage points), and more moderate reductions 
in support from Conservative to Labour Switchers (-17 percentage 
points) and Reform Curious Labour Voters (-14 percentage points).  

Results in Table 8 suggest that this reduction in support is driven by a significant drop in the number of 
people who say they ‘somewhat support’ the UK Government's approach within the Conservative (-26 
percentage points), Reform UK (-25 percentage points), Conservative to Labour Switchers (-16 percentage 
points) and Reform Curious Labour Voters (-15 percentage points) crossbreaks. 

 The proposal for a UK-EU customs union did not register any 
statistically significant increase in support from Labour Supporters (-2 
percentage points), Liberal Democrat Supporters (+3 percentage 
points) or Green Party Supporters (+2 percentage points).  
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Within the Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party Supporter crossbreaks, there was however a notable 
increase in the number of respondents who said they ‘strongly support’ a UK-EU customs union, relative to 
the UK Government's approach, which was matched by a similar reduction in the number who said they 
‘somewhat support’ the policy. 

Relative to the UK Government’s approach, the number of respondents who said they ‘strongly support’ a 
UK-EU customs union increased by 19 percentage points for Labour Supporters, 24 percentage points for 
Liberal Democrat Supporters and 33 percentage points for Green Party Supporters. Conversely, relative to 
the UK Government’s approach, the number of respondents who said they ‘somewhat support’ a UK-EU 
customs union reduced by 21 percentage points for Labour Supporters and Liberal Democrat Supporters, 
and 31 percentage points for Green Party Supporters. 

The proposal for a UK-EU customs union also registered a substantial proportion of ‘Don’t know’ 
responses, with a third (33%) of respondents choosing this option in aggregate. The increase in ‘Don’t 
know’ responses relative to the UK Government's approach was driven by Conservative Supporters (+17 
percentage points), followed by Reform UK Supporters (+14 percentage points), Conservative to Labour 
Switchers (+13 percentage points) and Reform Curious Labour Voters (+13 percentage points). Relative to the 
UK Government's current approach, ‘Don’t know’ responses also increased among Green Party Supporters 
(+12 percentage points), and more moderately among Labour Supporters (+7 percentage points) and Liberal 
Democrat Supporters (+5 percentage points). 

 Taken together, the above results suggest that abandoning the UK 
Government’s current approach to UK-EU relations, in favour of a UK-EU 
customs union, would result in a fracture of the political truce created 
by the UK Government's approach to UK-EU relations, with no overall 
political benefit for the policy’s proponents.  

 

 Conservative and Reform UK Supporters who are holding their nose and 
are willing to ‘somewhat support’ the UK Government’s incremental 
approach would no longer be willing to do so. 

Any proponent of the policy change would also have to spend some 
political capital with Conservative to Labour Switchers and Reform 
Curious Labour Voters. 
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 At the same time, switching to the position of a UK-EU customs union 
would only result in a disappointing political dividend from Labour, 
Liberal Democrat and Green Party Supporters. 

With these crossbreaks also ‘holding their nose’ when supporting the 
current UK Government approach, switching to a policy of pursuing a 
UK-EU customs union would result in around half of them ‘strongly’ 
supporting the policy, but no increase in support for the policy in 
aggregate. 

Best for Britain research30 has long identified that sovereignty, and the UK’s ability to have an 
independent trade policy, are political arguments which can reduce public support for closer UK-EU 
relations. Proposals for a UK-EU customs union are vulnerable to both these arguments, but particularly the 
UK’s ability to have an independent trade policy. By design, the proposal does not provide robust rebuttals to 
these points.  

Combining considerations of the political vulnerabilities of the UK-EU customs union policy proposal with 
its limited economic benefits and disappointing public support, relative to other relationship models, 
means the proposal is unlikely to prove a politically sustainable policy objective - even as a ‘stepping 
stone’.  

30 Best for Britain, The UK-EU Relationship: Public Attitudes towards the 19 May 2025 UK-EU Summit, 12/04/2025 
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5.3.​ Joining the EU Single Market (EEA/EFTA) 

The possibility of the UK joining the EU single market has not re-entered UK political discourse in the same 
way as the proposal for a UK-EU customs union. However, the proposals for a UK-EU customs union and 
progress towards concluding negotiations on commitments made at the UK-EU Summit in May 2025, means 
they may emerge in the months and years ahead.  

In practice, ‘joining the EU Single Market’ would likely mean the UK joining the European Economic Area 
(EEA), and the European Free Trade Association (EFTA). 

Compared to the UK Government’s approach to UK-EU relations, and compared to proposals for a UK-EU 
customs union, the UK joining the EU Single Market (EEA/EFTA) would likely bring larger economic gains. 
Though specific estimates of GDP growth from the UK joining the EU Single Market (EEA/EFTA) were not 
available at the time of writing of this report, it was estimated that UK GDP growth from joining the EU 
Single Market would be of the same order of magnitude as the estimates detailed in Frontier Economics’ 
analysis31 for Best for Britain (around 2.2% in the long run).  

For comparative purposes, it was therefore assumed that the UK joining the EU Single Market (EEA/EFTA), 
would bring more economic growth than could be achieved through commitments made at the 2025 UK-EU 
Summit (0.3% GDP32 growth in the long run), and negotiating a UK-EU customs union (roughly estimated to 
approximate 0.5% GDP33 growth). It is important to note that, in joining the EEA/EFTA, the UK would not be 
joining ‘the’ EU customs union as well.  

Joining the EU Single Market (EEA/EFTA) would require the UK to accept all of the EU’s ‘four freedoms’, 
including the free movement of goods, services, people and capital. Support and opposition for the UK to 
rejoin the EU Single Market, according to Westminster voting intention, is given in Table 9.  

Table 9: Support and opposition for the UK to rejoin the EU Single Market, according to Westminster 
Voting Intention, September 2025 (%) 

 Total Con Lab Lib Dem Reform UK Green Con-Lab Lab-Ref 

Strongly support 25 14 46 49 7 47 23 23 
Somewhat support 21 25 28 28 16 18 26 27 

TOTAL SUPPORT 46 39 74 77 23 65 49 50 
Somewhat oppose 9 13 5 3 15 3 12 13 

Strongly oppose 14 21 2 3 35 4 16 10 
TOTAL OPPOSE 23 34 7 6 50 7 28 23 

Don’t know 32 27 19 17 27 28 23 28 

33 UK in a Changing Europe, Is a customs union worth it?, 10/12/2025 
32 BBC, What will 'reset' deal mean for UK economic growth?, 19/05/2025 
31 Frontier Economics, Modelling the effects of closer UK-EU cooperation and of US tariffs, 10/02/2025 

35/51 

https://ukandeu.ac.uk/is-a-customs-union-worth-it/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cgmj8l3ndlno
https://www.bestforbritain.org/growth_report


A CLOSER RELATIONSHIP WITH EUROPE is BEST for BRITAIN 

More importantly, results in Table 10 show the change in support across all polled party-political 
crossbreaks, when moving from the UK Government's approach to UK-EU relations to a position of the UK 
joining the EU Single Market. 

Table 10: Change in support and opposition for rejoining the Single Market, compared to the 
current UK Government approach, according to Westminster Voting Intention, September 2025 

(percentage points) 

 Total Con Lab Lib Dem Reform UK Green Con-Lab Lab-Ref 

Strongly support 6 -3 15 21 -5 28 -2 -2 
Somewhat support -21 -28 -17 -17 -27 -31 -23 -19 

TOTAL SUPPORT -15 -31 -2 4 -32 -3 -25 -21 
Somewhat oppose -2 2 -3 -8 -1 -9 -1 2 

Strongly oppose 7 16 -1 0 22 -2 13 5 
TOTAL OPPOSE 5 18 -4 -8 21 -11 12 7 

Don’t know 11 14 6 4 11 14 12 16 

 

 A policy of rejoining the EU Single Market would command 15 
percentage points less support than the current UK Government 
approach to UK-EU relations. Opposition to the approach would 
increase slightly, by 5 percentage points.  

Importantly, results in Table 10 showed that relative to the UK Government's current approach, the 
reduction in support for the UK rejoining the EU Single Market (-15 percentage points) was similar to the 
reduction in support for the UK entering into a UK-EU customs union (-12 percentage points). Compared 
to the proposal for a UK-EU customs union, opposition increased by 4 percentage points in aggregate.  

The reduction in support for the UK rejoining the EU Single Market, compared to the current UK Government 
approach, was driven by significant reductions in support from Conservative Supporters (-31 percentage 
points), Reform UK Supporters (-31 percentage points), and more moderate reductions in support from 
Conservative to Labour Switchers (-25 percentage points) and Reform Curious Labour Voters (-21 
percentage points).  

Notably, among Conservative and Reform UK Supporters, results in Table 10 showed that support for the 
UK rejoining the EU Single Market fell by the same amount as it did for the UK–EU customs union proposal. 
Rejoining the EU single market received a slightly larger drop in support compared to the UK-EU customs 
union among Conservative to Labour Switchers (8 percentage points) and Reform Curious Labour Voters (7 
percentage points). 

As with the UK-EU customs union proposal, results in Table 10 suggested that this reduction in support 
for the UK joining the EU Single Market was driven by a significant drop in the number of people who said 
they ‘somewhat support’ the UK Government approach, within the Conservative (-28 percentage points), 
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Reform UK (-27 percentage points) and Conservative to Labour Switchers (-23 percentage points) and 
Reform Curious Labour Voters (-19 percentage points) crossbreaks.  

 As with the UK-EU customs union proposal, the proposal for Single 
Market membership did not register any statistically significant 
increase in overall support from Labour Supporters (-2 percentage 
points), Liberal Democrat Supporters (+4 percentage points) or Green 
Party Supporters (-3 percentage points), compared to the UK 
Government's current approach.  

Within the Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party Supporter crossbreaks, as with the UK-EU customs 
union proposal, there was however a notable increase in the number of respondents who say they ‘strongly 
support’ the UK rejoining the EU Single Market, relative to the UK Government's approach, which was 
matched by a similar reduction in the number who say they ‘somewhat support’ the policy.  

Relative to the UK Government’s approach, the number of respondents who said they ‘strongly support’ the 
UK rejoining the EU Single Market increases by 15 percentage points for Labour Supporters, 21 percentage 
points for Liberal Democrat Supporters and 28 percentage points for Green Party Supporters. Conversely, 
relative to the UK Government’s approach, the number of respondents who said they ‘somewhat support’ the 
UK rejoining the EU Single Market union reduced by 17 percentage points for Labour Supporters and Liberal 
Democrat Supporters and 31 percentage points for Green Party Supporters.  

As with the proposal for a UK-EU customs union, rejoining the EU Single Market also attracted a 
substantial proportion of ‘Don’t know’ responses, with a third (32%) of respondents choosing this option 
in aggregate. The increase in ‘Don’t know’ responses relative to the UK Government's approach was again 
driven by Conservative Supporters (+14 percentage points each) and Reform UK Supporters (+11 percentage 
points), Conservative to Labour Switchers (+12 percentage points) and Reform Curious Labour Voters (+16 
percentage points). Relative to the UK Government's current approach, ‘Don’t know’ responses also 
increased among Green Party Supporters (+14 percentage points), and more moderately among Labour 
Supporters (+6 percentage points). The rise in Don’t know responses among Liberal Democrat Supporters 
(+4 percentage points), was within the statistical margin of error.  

 Taken together, the above results suggest that abandoning the UK 
Government’s current approach to UK-EU relations in favour of rejoining 
the EU Single Market, would result in the same fracture of the political 
truce created by the UK Government's approach to UK-EU relations as 
moving to a UK-EU customs union position.  
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As with the UK-EU customs union proposal, moving to a position of 
rejoining the EU Single Market is unlikely to produce any overall political 
benefit for the policy’s proponents. 

 

 As with the UK-EU customs union proposal, Conservative and Reform 
UK Supporters who are holding their nose and willing to ‘somewhat 
support’ the UK Government’s incremental approach would no longer be 
willing to do so in the context of the UK rejoining the EU Single Market. 

Any proponent of the policy would also have to spend slightly more 
political capital with Conservative to Labour Switchers and Reform 
Curious Labour Voters, compared to the context of a UK-EU customs 
union.  

 

 At the same time, switching to the position of the UK rejoining the EU 
Single Market would only result in a disappointing political dividend 
from Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party Supporters.  

With these crossbreaks also ‘holding their nose’ when supporting the 
current UK Government approach, switching to a policy of pursuing the 
UK joining the EU Single Market would result in just under half of them 
‘strongly’ supporting the policy, but no increase in support for the policy 
in aggregate.  

Politically, the UK joining the EU Single Market (EEA/EFTA) would require the UK accepting all EU 
regulations wholesale, without having a significant say in them. Of all the models presented, the UK joining 
the EU Single Market is the ‘ruletaker max’ option.  

As discussed previously, Best for Britain research34 has shown that sovereignty and an independent UK 
trade policy are important factors affecting public opinion with regards to UK-EU relations. The option of 
the UK joining the EU Single Market would be the relationship model most vulnerable to political arguments 
surrounding ‘sovereignty’. By design, the proposal does not provide robust rebuttals to these points.  

34 Best for Britain, The UK-EU Relationship: Public Attitudes towards the 19 May 2025 UK-EU Summit, 12/04/2025 
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From an EU and EFTA point of view, there have been questions as to whether it would be suitable for a G7 
economy such as the UK to be in this position. Nonetheless, it is likely that the UK joining the EEA/EFTA 
would be negotiable subject to suitable terms. 

Joining the EEA/EFTA would also require the UK Government to agree to regular contributions to EU 
budgets. These contributions are likely to be more substantial than the budgetary contributions required as 
part of the current UK Government approach. Joining the EEA/EFTA would also mean that the UK would 
agree to allow the EFTA Court to have jurisdiction over UK matters, instead of the CJEU. It will require the 
UK to accept Freedom of Movement, which is discussed in Section 6 of this report.  

Combining considerations of the political vulnerabilities of the EU Single Market policy proposal with the 
disappointing public support for the policy relative to other relationship models, means the proposal is 
unlikely to prove a politically sustainable policy objective - even as a ‘stepping stone’. 

5.4.​ Membership of the EU  

Relative to policy options such as negotiating a UK-EU customs union, or the UK joining the Single Market 
(EEA/EFTA), the policy option of ‘rejoining the EU’ is less defined. In practice, it could mean the UK following 
the EU’s formal accession process. This would not necessarily lead to the same terms as those that applied 
to the UK prior to 2016. At the same time, conversations about the depth of membership in the EU have 
changed since the UK was a member of the EU. 

In light of global instability, for example, in 2023 some EU member states discussed the prospect of a 
‘four-speed-Europe’35, consisting of an ‘inner circle’ and outer circles consisting of The EU, ‘Associate 
Members, and the European Political Community. This year saw renewed calls36 for the creation of a 
‘two-speed Europe’. The pace of the global geopolitical shifts have also seen the EU propose37 to ‘recalibrate’ 
the EU’s accession criteria to accelerate Ukraine’s accession to the EU.  

None of these proposals have progressed, indeed some were actively rebuffed38 by member states, but they 
highlight that the EU has changed since the UK left. As the EU continues to change, the UK ‘rejoining the EU’ 
could mean something different to the UK’s past membership. When it comes to measuring public opinion 
however, the phraseology of ‘rejoining the EU’ was chosen to ensure that the question being tested was clear 
to survey respondents.  

In economic terms, rejoining the EU is likely to bring more GDP growth than the UK joining the EEA/EFTA 
alone, or negotiating a UK-EU customs union alone. This is because on joining the EU, the UK would be 
joining both the EU Single Market and the EU customs union.  

Although econometric modelling predicting the impact of the UK rejoining the EU on UK GDP was not 
available at the time of writing this report, it was assumed that economic gains would be the largest of 

38 Euronews, EU countries rebuff 'reversed' membership for Ukraine, call for credible options, 05/03/2026 
37 Politico, 5 steps to get Ukraine into the EU in 2027, 10/02/2026 
36 Reuters, Germany pushes for 'two-speed' Europe with new bloc of six leading economies, 27/01/2026 

35 Franco-German Working Group on EU Institutional Reform, Sailing on High Seas: Reforming and Enlarging the EU for the 21st 
Century, 18/09/2023 
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any option for closer UK-EU relations. With the Office for Budget Responsibility estimating39 that the UK 
leaving the EU would result in a 4% reduction in UK GDP in the long run and Frontier Economics analysis40 for 
Best for Britain estimating that deep regulatory alignment in both goods and services could theoretically 
lead to 2.2% GDP growth in the long run, it was therefore assumed that the UK rejoining the EU could result 
in UK GDP growth in the range of 2.2%-4% in the long run. 

Rejoining the EU would therefore likely result in a significant uplift in GDP growth compared to the UK 
Government's current approach (0.3%41 GDP growth in the long run); the rough estimates of a UK-EU 
customs union (roughly estimated at 0.5%42 GDP growth); and joining the EU Single Market alone (assumed 
to roughly approximate 2.2%43 GDP growth). 

As with joining the EEA/EFTA, rejoining the EU would require the UK accepting Freedom of Movement of 
people between the UK and EU. 

The levels of support and opposition for the UK rejoining the EU, according to Westminster voting intention, 
are given in Table 11.  

Table 11: Support and opposition for the UK to rejoin the EU, according to Westminster Voting Intention, 
September 2025 (%) 

 Total Con Lab Lib Dem Reform UK Green Con-Lab Lab-Ref 

Strongly support 37 21 65 63 9 69 32 32 
Somewhat support 16 18 18 21 9 13 19 16 

TOTAL SUPPORT 53 39 83 84 18 82 51 48 
Somewhat oppose 8 13 4 4 10 6 11 17 

Strongly oppose 24 38 5 4 63 4 26 23 
TOTAL OPPOSE 32 51 9 8 73 10 37 40 

Don’t know 14 9 8 7 9 8 11 12 

 

43 Frontier Economics, Modelling the effects of closer UK-EU cooperation and of US tariffs, 10/02/2025 
42 UK in a Changing Europe, Is a customs union worth it?, 10/12/2025 
41 BBC, What will 'reset' deal mean for UK economic growth?, 19/05/2025 
40 Frontier Economics, Modelling the effects of closer UK-EU cooperation and of US tariffs, 10/02/2025 
39 Office for Budget Responsibility, Briefing paper No.9: Forecasting productivity, 26 November 2025 
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More importantly, results in Table 12 show the change in support across all polled party-political 
crossbreaks, when moving from the UK Government approach to UK-EU relations to a position of the UK 
rejoining the EU. 

Table 12: Change in support and opposition for rejoining the EU, compared to the current UK Government 
approach, according to Westminster Voting Intention, September 2025 (percentage points) 

 Total Con Lab Lib Dem Reform UK Green Con-Lab Lab-Ref 

Strongly support 18 4 34 35 -3 50 7 7 
Somewhat support -26 -35 -27 -24 -34 -36 -30 -30 

TOTAL SUPPORT -8 -31 7 11 -37 14 -23 -23 
Somewhat oppose -3 2 -4 -7 -6 -6 -2 6 

Strongly oppose 17 33 2 1 50 -2 23 18 
TOTAL OPPOSE 14 35 -2 -6 44 -8 21 24 

Don’t know -7 -4 -5 -6 -7 -6 0 0 
 

 A policy of rejoining the EU would command 8 percentage points less 
support than the current UK Government approach to UK-EU relations.  

Notably, this reduction in support was the smallest drop in support of 
any relationship model for closer UK-EU relations.  

It was smaller than the drop in support for a UK-EU customs union (-12 
percentage points) and smaller than the drop in support for the UK 
rejoining the EU Single Market (-15 percentage points).  

Relative to the UK Government approach to UK-EU relations, opposition to the UK rejoining the EU 
increased by 14 percentage points in aggregate. This was the highest increase in opposition of any 
alternative UK-EU relations policy.  

The reduction in support for the UK rejoining the EU compared to the current UK Government approach, was 
driven by significant reductions in support from Conservative Supporters (-31 percentage points), Reform 
UK Supporters (-37 percentage points), and more moderate reductions in support from Conservative to 
Labour Switchers (-23 percentage points) and Reform Curious Labour Voters (-23 percentage points). 

Crucially, the results in Table 12 suggested that the option of rejoining the EU would receive the same 
amount of support from Conservative Supporters (39%), as the options of rejoining the EU Single Market 
(39%) or negotiating a UK-EU customs union (41%).  
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Results in Table 11 also suggested that the option of rejoining the EU would receive a similar amount of 
support from Reform UK Supporters (18%), as the options of rejoining the EU Single Market (23%) or 
negotiating a UK-EU customs union (24%). 

 If the political compromise of the UK Government approach to UK-EU 
relations is abandoned, or runs its course, there is almost no difference 
between the support for different UK-EU relationship options among 
Conservative and Reform UK Supporters.  

Around two in five (40%) Conservative Supporters, and one in five 
(20%) Reform UK Supporters, would back any option of closer UK-EU 
relations, including a UK-EU customs union, rejoining the EU Single 
Market, or rejoining the EU outright.  

Results in Table 11 show that Conservative to Labour Switchers were equally likely to support joining the EU 
(51%), as they were rejoining the EU Single Market (49%). They were only slightly more likely to support 
negotiating a UK-EU customs union (57%). Reform Curious Labour Voters were equally likely to support 
rejoining the EU (48%), as they were rejoining the EU Single Market (51%). They were only slightly more likely 
to support negotiating a UK-EU customs union (57%). 

 Support for rejoining the EU drew a noticeable increase in support from 
Labour (+7 percentage points), Liberal Democrat (+11 percentage 
points) and Green Party (+14 percentage points) Supporters relative to 
the UK Government's current approach.  

Rejoining the EU was the only UK-EU relationship model to draw more 
support than the current UK Government approach among the 
left-leaning pro-European bloc of voters, given that neither rejoining 
the EU Single Market or negotiating a UK-EU customs union registered 
statistically significant changes in support.  

Rejoining the EU is therefore the only option for closer UK-EU relations 
to produce an overall political dividend among Labour, Liberal 
Democrat and Green Party Supporters.  
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Furthermore, results in Table 12 showed that a policy of rejoining the EU would elicit a substantial 
increase in the proportion of respondents who say they ‘strongly support’ the policy among Green Party 
Supporters (+50 percentage points), Liberal Democrat Supporters (+35 percentage points) and Labour 
Supporters (+34 percentage points), relative to the UK Government's approach. As shown in Table 11, this 
resulted in over three in five Labour (65%), Liberal Democrat (63%) and Green Party (69%) Supporters saying 
they ‘strongly support’ the UK rejoining the EU. Overall, more than four in five Labour (83%), Liberal Democrat 
(84%) and Green Party Supporters (82%) backed the UK rejoining the EU, with around one in ten opposed.  

The policy option of rejoining the EU however attracted the strongest opposition of all policy options, 
especially from Reform UK Supporters, and Conservative Supporters. A policy of rejoining the EU is 
therefore likely to be the most polarising policy option in aggregate, led by the polarisation within the 
Conservative Supporter base, and Reform UK Supporter base. Conversely, a policy of rejoining the EU would 
be a unifying policy for the Labour, Liberal Democrat and the Green Party Supporter bases.  

Politically, the option of rejoining the EU will require UK contributions to the EU budget, as would be the 
case in the event of the UK joining the EU Single Market (EEA/EFTA) and commitments entered into at the 
2025 UK-EU Summit. It is likely that full membership will require the largest contributions of all other 
options. While the EU Commission would be open to a UK Government seeking to rejoin the EU, it would 
likely require evidence of cross-party support for the proposal. It is also likely to expect the UK to go through 
the usual accession process for new members, including the consideration of financial contributions and 
whether any opt-outs would be allowed. 

UK membership of the EU would give the CJEU a role as final arbiter on the interpretation of all EU rules 
and regulations. With the option of the UK joining the EU Single Market (EEA/EFTA), it would be the EFTA 
Court, instead of the CJEU. Under commitments entered into at the 2025 UK-EU Summit, the CJEU will be 
final arbiter in the interpretation of rules and regulations which apply to the SPS, ETS and energy 
cooperation deals currently under negotiation, alongside an independent arbitration-based dispute 
resolution mechanism. 

Unlike the options of joining the EEA/EFTA or negotiating a UK-EU customs union, the option of joining 
the EU is least vulnerable to attacks regarding the CJEU, as proponents would be able to claim that UK 
judges would be able to sit on the court. This argument is something that previous Best for Britain focus 
groups have identified as a significant factor in assuaging public concerns regarding the role of the CJEU in 
UK matters. 

When it comes to considerations and public concerns about sovereignty, previous Best for Britain44 
analysis carried out in the context of the policies agreed at the May 2025 UK-EU Summit has shown that 
limiting EU rules adopted by the UK and role of the CJEU to specific economic sectors increases public 
support for the policies in question. Unlike the options of a UK-EU customs union (which would see the UK 
relinquish control of sections of its trade policy), and the option of joining the EEA/EFTA (which would see 
the UK adopt EU rules without a say), the option of joining the EU would allow proponents to claim to have a 
say on the rules and trading arrangements in question. It will also require the UK to accept Freedom of 
Movement, which is discussed in Section 6 of this report. 

44 Best for Britain, The UK-EU Relationship: Public Attitudes towards the 19 May 2025 UK-EU Summit, 12/04/2025 
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As with the relationship models of a UK-EU customs union and joining the EU Single Market (EEA/EFTA), 
the option of membership of the EU is similarly vulnerable to arguments about sovereignty. However, 
uniquely, the option of membership of the EU offers some persuasive rebuttal lines. Combined with 
membership of the EU providing the largest economic benefits of all models for closer UK-EU relations, 
and being the only option to provide a political dividend, it is therefore likely to be the most sustainable 
relationship model for closer UK-EU relations.  

5.5.​ Reversing the Relationship Reset, and further loosening ties 

In response to the UK Government’s ‘relationship reset’ with the EU, some leading UK politicians have 
suggested that were they to achieve power, they would seek to reverse progress made at the May 2025 
UK-EU Summit. 

Results in Table 13 show support and opposition for keeping the UK-EU relationship as it is now, under the 
terms governed by the Trade and Cooperation Agreement.  

Table 13: Support and opposition for keeping the relationship as it is now, according to Westminster 
Voting Intention, September 2025 (%) 

 Total Con Lab Lib Dem Reform UK Green Con-Lab Lab-Ref 

Strongly support 5 7 6 5 6 5 7 9 
Somewhat support 24 37 21 20 31 14 33 35 

TOTAL SUPPORT 29 44 27 25 37 19 40 44 
Somewhat oppose 30 27 39 40 27 37 24 30 

Strongly oppose 16 8 17 23 14 26 14 15 
TOTAL OPPOSE 46 35 56 63 41 63 38 45 

Don’t know 26 22 16 13 22 18 23 10 

As shown in Table 13, keeping the UK-EU relationship as it is failed to obtain majority support for any of the 
polled crossbreaks. In aggregate, three in ten (29%) supported keeping the current UK-EU relationship as it 
is now, with over two in five (46%) opposed. 

Support for the current UK-EU relationship was opposed by a majority of Labour (56%), Liberal Democrat 
(63%) and Green Party (63%) Supporters. 

Conservative Supporters leant towards supporting the current UK-EU relationship (with 44% in favour and 
35% against), while Reform UK Supporters (41% in favour, 37% against), Conservative to Labour Switchers 
(40% in favour, 38% against) and Reform Curious Labour Voters (with 44% in favour, 45% against) were split.  

Results in Table 14 show support and opposition for further loosening ties with the EU.  
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Table 14: Support and opposition for further loosening ties with the EU, according to Westminster Voting 
Intention, September 2025 (%) 

 Total Con Lab Lib Dem Reform UK Green Con-Lab Lab-Ref 

Strongly support 9 9 4 2 26 2 9 10 
Somewhat support 14 22 7 3 29 4 15 20 

TOTAL SUPPORT 23 31 11 5 55 6 24 30 
Somewhat oppose 21 28 17 24 18 16 31 23 

Strongly oppose 37 21 64 62 10 69 32 30 
TOTAL OPPOSE 58 49 81 86 28 85 63 53 

Don’t know 20 20 9 8 18 10 13 17 

As shown in Table 14, further loosening ties with the EU was opposed by a majority in aggregate, with almost 
three in five (58%) against, and a quarter (23%) in favour of diverging further from the EU.  

Further loosening ties with the EU was opposed by over four in five Labour (81%), Liberal Democrat (86%) 
and Green Party (85%) Supporters. 

A more distant relationship with the EU was also opposed by a majority of Conservative to Labour Switchers 
(63%) and around half of Reform Curious Labour Voters (53%). It was also opposed by around half (49%) of 
Conservative Supporters, with only three in ten (31%) of them in favour of a more distant relationship with 
the EU. 

The only voter group to support looser ties with the EU were Reform UK Supporters, with 55% in favour. 
Notably, this was the same proportion (55%) of Reform UK Supporters who supported the UK Government 
approach of pursuing a closer relationship with the EU, without rejoining the EU, the EU Single Market, or a 
UK-EU customs union. Over a quarter (28%) of Reform UK Supporters opposed a more distant relationship 
with the EU. 

Although not modelled as part of this report, loosening ties between the UK and EU would be expected to 
increase UK-EU trade barriers, signal political uncertainty, and therefore further weaken the attractiveness 
of the UK as an investment destination. From an EU point of view, it would also mean less inclination to 
cooperate with the UK on a range of topics including migration, energy, and defence.  
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6.​ Freedom of Movement 
In March 2026, we asked 4,478 respondents whether they supported Britain reintroducing Freedom of 
Movement for all UK and EU citizens, alongside an additional question exploring whether support for 
Freedom of Movement was maintained when the policy “meant immigration from the EU to the UK 
increased”. 

Results to the question of whether they supported or opposed Britain reintroducing Freedom of Movement 
for all UK and EU citizens are given in Figure 7.  

 

Figure 7: Support for reintroducing Freedom of Movement in principle, disaggregated by voting intention, 
March 2026 

Results in Figure 7 showed that in principle, reintroducing Freedom of Movement drew the support of 
three in five (63%) respondents in aggregate, with one in five (22%) opposed. Results in Figure 7 showed 
significant variation in support for Freedom of Movement, along the left-leaning pro-European and 
right-leaning eurosceptic dividing lines.  

Britain reintroducing Freedom of Movement with the EU drew strong support from the left-leaning 
pro-European bloc of voters. Results in Figure 7 showed that nine in ten of Labour (90%), Green (90%) and 
Liberal Democrat (87%) Supporters backed reintroducing Freedom of Movement in principle. Three quarters 
of Green Supporters (75%) and a majority of Liberal Democrat (57%) and Labour Supporters (56%) strongly 
supported the policy.  

By contrast, within the right-leaning eurosceptic bloc, a majority (55%) of Reform UK Supporters 
opposed the reintroduction of Freedom of Movement, with two in five (39%) strongly opposed, and a 
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further 16% somewhat opposed. A third (32%) of Reform UK Supporters backed the reintroduction of 
Freedom of Movement, with one in ten (10%) strongly supportive, and a further 22% somewhat supportive. 

Between the two blocks, two thirds of Conservative to Labour Switchers (64%) and half of Reform 
Curious Labour Voters (49%) supported the reintroduction of Freedom of Movement overall. A third of 
Reform Curious Labour Voters (34%) were opposed, alongside a quarter (24%) of Conservative to Labour 
Switchers. One in five (19%) of Reform Curious Labour Voters strongly supported the policy, while three in 
ten (30%) somewhat supported it. A third (34%) of Conservative to Labour Switchers strongly supported the 
policy while 30% somewhat supported it. 

Also between the two blocs, a majority (54%) of Conservative Supporters backed the reintroduction of 
Freedom of Movement in principle, with a third (34%) opposed. Three in ten Conservative Supporters 
(27%) strongly supported the policy, and a further three in ten (27%) somewhat supported it. However, a 
third (34%) remained opposed. 

Results for the question framed as increasing immigration to the UK are reported in Figure 8. 

 

Figure 8: Support for reintroducing Freedom of Movement when framed as increasing EU immigration to 
the UK, disaggregated by voting intention, March 2026 

Results in Figure 8 showed that, when framed as increasing immigration to the UK, support for Freedom of 
Movement for all UK and EU citizens increased the differences in views between views of the left-leaning 
pro-European and right-leaning eurosceptic blocs of voters. 
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Results in Figure 8 showed that, when framed as increasing immigration to the UK, around half (47%) of 
respondents supported Freedom of Movement, with two in five (41%) opposed.  

Support for the policy remained high among Green (84%), Labour (78%) and Liberal Democrat (71%) 
Supporters, while opposition to Freedom of Movement increased from 55% to 83% among Reform UK 
Supporters , when the policy was framed as increasing immigration to the UK.  

Changing the framing of Freedom of Movement resulted in Reform Curious Labour Voters reversing their 
support for the policy, with two thirds (68%) being opposed to Freedom of Movement if it meant increasing 
immigration to the UK, with one in five (18%) still supportive.  

Once the policy was framed as increasing immigration by EU citizens to the UK, Conservative to Labour 
Switchers tended to oppose Freedom of Movement, with around half (47%) opposed, and two in five (42%) 
still in favour.  

Conservative Supporters also reversed their support for the Freedom of Movement when it was framed as 
increasing immigration to the UK, with three in five (58%) against the policy and a third (33%) still in favour. 

 The results suggest that opposition to Freedom of Movement in 
principle is somewhat overstated in UK political discourse.  

Independently of the framing of the policy, support for Freedom of 
Movement tends to break according to the general views on UK-EU 
relations of the left-leaning pro-european and right-leaning 
eurosceptic bloc of voters.  

The framing of Freedom of Movement is likely to be a decisive factor in 
how the policy is viewed by voters. 

Moves in the direction of restoring Freedom of Movement would be 
warmly received by the EU, and taken as evidence of the UK accepting 
the EU's four freedoms. 
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7.​ Conclusions 

The UK Government's current approach to UK-EU relations continues to be the political compromise 
position on UK-EU relations, but support is shallow. The results contained in this report suggest people are 
‘holding their nose’ in support for the UK Government’s compromise position, and consequently, that it is 
unlikely to mobilise voters in support of the UK Government in an electoral context.  

The UK Government’s red lines, which create this political middle-ground, constrain the amount of growth 
that can be delivered compared to other options. The EU’s clear shift towards a ‘pay to play’ model for 
alignment with the EU’s Single Market may further hinder attempts to deepen the UK-EU relationship beyond 
commitments made at the 2025 UK-EU Summit - as exemplified by the UK’s failed bid to participate in the 
EU’s SAFE defence fund.  

Beyond the UK Government’s approach, the UK becoming a member of the EU is the most popular policy 
option. Ten years on from the 2016 Referendum, support for membership of the EU has therefore persisted, 
while support for being outside the EU has collapsed.  

Support for the UK rejoining the EU is driven by Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party Supporters. 
With over three in five supporters each of these parties ‘strongly’ supporting the UK becoming a member of 
the EU, it is the only policy option to draw more support than the UK Government's approach across any 
voting intention cross-break. This means that a policy of rejoining the EU would be the only policy option to 
produce a political dividend for its proponents. The UK being a member of the EU again is also supported by 
two in five Conservative Supporters, one in five Reform UK Supporters, half of Conservative to Labour 
Switchers and half of Reform Curious Labour Voters. Overall, the UK rejoining the EU receives eight 
percentage points less support than the UK Government's current approach. 

Rejoining the EU also draws the strongest opposition of all policy options. Although it would unite Labour, 
Liberal Democrat and Green Party Supporters (and by extension, Plaid Cymru and SNP supporters) in favour 
of the policy, it would also be the most divisive policy option among Conservative Supporters and floating 
voters. 

Furthermore, all options for closer UK-EU relations draw the same amount of support from Conservative 
and Reform UK Supporters. Around two in five Conservative Supporters, and around one in five Reform UK 
Supporters will back any option for closer relations with the EU including: a UK-EU customs union, the UK 
joining the EU Single Market (EEA/EFTA), and rejoining the EU outright. When confronted with any of the 
options for closer UK-EU relations, Conservative and Reform UK Supporters who are holding their nose in 
support of the current approach are no longer willing to do so, irrespective of the option presented.  

With Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party Supporters however, the prospect of a UK-EU customs 
union and the UK joining the Single Market draw the same amount of support as the UK Government’s 
approach overall. Combined with the reduction in support from Conservative and Reform UK Supporters, 
policy positions of negotiating a UK-EU customs union or joining the EU Single Market would fail to produce 
any political benefit for its proponents. Because of this, overall, the options of a UK-EU customs union and 
the UK joining the EU Single Market command 12 and 15 percentage points less support than the UK 
Government's current position respectively.  

49/51 



A CLOSER RELATIONSHIP WITH EUROPE is BEST for BRITAIN 

There is widespread dissatisfaction with our current relationship with the EU, and significant opposition 
to further loosening ties with the EU. Only three in ten support keeping the UK-EU relationship as it is now, 
with over two in five (46%) opposed. Around three in five oppose further divergence from the EU, with one in 
five in favour. Together, these results suggest that political positions seeking to undermine the ‘relationship 
reset’, or rip-up the Trade and Cooperation Agreement are unlikely to be seen favourably by the UK 
electorate. 

As with all UK-EU relationship models, a UK-EU customs union would likely require a protracted 
negotiation with the EU, and would likely provide only modest economic growth in return. Though it may 
benefit some sectors of the UK goods industry, the merits of a UK-EU customs union are likely to be 
overshadowed by political discourse over the course of negotiations by the obligations it entails: 
relinquishing the UK’s independent trade strategy, and external tariff policy. By design, the proposal does 
not provide robust rebuttals to these points.  

Although joining the EU Single Market (EEA/EFTA) would likely yield significantly higher growth than a 
UK-EU customs union, the equally protracted negotiation timelines mean the proposal would be vulnerable 
to succumbing to political discourse about its main obligations: regulations being set in Brussels, and the 
role of international courts in UK matters. Similarly to a UK-EU Customs Union, the policy does not provide 
robust rebuttals to these points.  

Although all options for closer relations with the EU are likely to require further UK concessions on 
mobility, opposition to Freedom of Movement is overstated in UK political discourse - but the framing of 
the policy is key to maintaining the support of floating voters and Conservative Supporters. Overall, three 
in five favour reintroducing Freedom of Movement in principle, with one in five opposed. Framed as 
increasing immigration to the UK, respondents still tended to support Freedom of Movement, with around 
half saying they supported the policy and two in five opposed. Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party 
Supporters support the policy irrespective of its framing, just as Reform UK Supporters oppose it, while 
Conservative Supporters reversed their previous support for the policy.  

Taken together, the considerations of the potential economic gains, balance of rights and obligations of 
different relationship models, and public attitudes to the EU considered in this report, suggest that the 
UK-EU relationship is reaching a tipping point.  

If the commitments made at the May 2025 UK-EU Summit are successfully negotiated and beyond that, 
the UK Government approach of incrementally moving closer to the EU Single Market can deliver, then the 
political compromise it entails is clearly preferable to all the alternatives.  

If instead, as evidence to date suggests, the tradeoffs and compromises of negotiations with the EU 
meant it became politically impossible, or impractical, to build beyond the commitments made at the May 
2025 UK-EU Summit, then revisiting the UK Government’s negotiation red lines will become not only 
legitimate, but imperative.  

Were such a rubicon to be passed, neither the options of a UK-EU customs union or joining the EU Single 
Market are likely to prove politically sustainable policy objectives - even as ‘stepping stones’. A UK-EU 
customs union would not provide enough economic benefit to justify the obligations it entails, and the 
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proposal would be vulnerable to unravelling during negotiations. A policy of joining the EU Single Market is 
likely to suffer a similar fate. Even before these considerations, neither policy proposal appears likely to 
provide any political benefit to its proponents.  

Membership of the EU would provide the most economic growth of any policy option considered in this 
report. Unlike the options of a UK-EU customs union, or joining the EU Single Market, membership of the EU 
would also give the UK ‘decision making’ (as opposed to ‘decision shaping’) rights over EU regulations, and 
allow UK representation on the Court of Justice of the European Union. These are arguments which 
previous Best for Britain research has found to be key to maintaining public support for closer UK-EU 
relations, and are absent for the UK-EU customs union and EU Single Market options. 

Ultimately, the data and considerations in this report show that were such a tipping point reached, 
considerations of economic growth and the balance of rights and responsibilities suggest that seeking 
membership of the EU would be the most politically sustainable policy option. The public opinion data in 
this report further suggests that were this to become a necessity, a policy of rejoining the EU would be the 
only policy option to produce a political dividend for its proponents.  

Irrespective of considerations presented in this report, any further improvement in UK-EU relations will 
have to be supported by the EU. To make any form of closer UK-EU relations possible will require the 
current UK-EU relationship reset to be a diplomatic and political success for both parties. All options for 
future UK-EU relations will require an increase in diplomatic efforts, to ensure any and all future UK 
proposals for closer UK-EU relations are met with the equivalent level of enthusiasm as shown in the UK.  
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