
 

 

 
The UK’s trading partners 
Public attitudes towards the UK’s main trading 
partners, including the EU and US 

November 2025 
 

A Best for Britain Report 
By Tom Brufatto​
and James Coldwell, Joshua Edwicker​
with an introduction by David Henig 

 



FREE TRADE is BEST for BRITAIN 

Best for Britain 

We are the researchers, data 
scientists, strategists, and activists, 
fixing the problems Britain faces after 
Brexit. 

We conduct polling to help politicians lead 
debate, not follow it. 

We design policy for whoever is in 
government, today or tomorrow. 

And we give voters the tools to speak to, 
and persuade, those in power. 

We believe that when we change minds we 
change politics for the better. 

And that all of this is Best for Britain. 

Authors 

​
Tom Brufatto​

Executive Director of ​
Policy and Research 

 

​
James Coldwell​
Senior Manager, ​
External Affairs 

 

​
Joshua Edwicker​

Content Officer 

 

 
1/26 



FREE TRADE is BEST for BRITAIN 

Executive Summary 
This report presents the third set of results and key findings of a comprehensive public opinion survey of 
4,368 adults carried out by YouGov on behalf of Best for Britain between 5th - 10th September 2025. This 
report builds on previous Best for Britain research which focused on public attitudes towards Brexit1, ahead 
of the Budget of November 2025, and public views on the biggest issues facing the UK, and local 
communities2.  

The report analyses respondents’ views on the UK’s most important trading partners and most important 
international partners generally, comparing the results from September 2025 with responses from 
November 2024, when YouGov asked the same set of questions to 4,338 adults. It provides an insight into 
how British public opinion has shifted in light of recent changes in international affairs, notably the return of 
Donald Trump as President of the United States, and the ‘reset’ in relations between the UK and European 
Union.  

The survey results reveal that the British public’s trust in the US has plummeted. Public trust in the US, as 
measured by the difference between the proportion of respondents saying they trust the country and those 
saying they distrust it, fell by 25 percentage points between November 2024 and September 2025. 

At the same time, the EU has become the clear leader as the UK’s most reliable international partner, in the 
eyes of British voters. When the same question on the UK’s most reliable partner was asked just ten months 
previously, the US finished top, marginally ahead of the EU. The survey results suggest that a significant 
portion of the British public has not just turned away from the US, but towards the EU.  

There appears to have been little to no change in voters’ views on the UK’s most important trading partner. In 
both the November 2024 and September 2025 surveys, around half of respondents identified the EU as the 
country’s most important trading partner.  

The drop in support for the US was consistent across almost all demographic groups and almost all party 
political preferences. 2024 Conservative Voters were the voter group most likely to record declines in 
support for the US, followed by 2024 Liberal Democrat Voters.  

2024 Reform UK Voters stand alone in having not changed their view on the US between November 2024 and 
September 2025, continuing to see the US as the UK’s most reliable partner and a country we can trust. The 
declines in Reform Voters’ ‘scores’ for the US on measures of trust and reliability were not statistically 
significant. On the issue of international partners, the survey results suggest that current Conservative 
Voters are closer to the left-of-centre bloc of Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Voters than they are to 
Reform UK.  

 

 

2 https://www.bestforbritain.org/the_uks_biggest_challenges  
1 The Brexit Report: Public attitudes towards Brexit ahead of the 2025 Budget - Best for Britain 

 
2/26 

https://www.bestforbritain.org/the_uks_biggest_challenges
https://www.bestforbritain.org/polling_report_brexit_opinion_2025


FREE TRADE is BEST for BRITAIN 

Headline findings 

 In September 2025, the EU received the highest score for trust, at 46% of respondents, followed 
by Japan, with 44%. However, a lower number of respondents saying they distrusted Japan (14%) 
compared to the EU (26%), meant Japan received a slightly higher ‘net trust’ score (30, versus 20 
for the EU). The US’s ‘net trust’ score had fallen to -35. 

 
 In September 2025, Brits expressed a clear view that the EU was the UK’s most reliable 

international partner. 42% of respondents chose the EU when asked which of the same seven 
countries, or bloc of countries, was most reliable. The second-highest response, with 23%, was 
‘Don’t Know’, followed by the US at 22%. 

 
 In September 2025 an overall majority (56%) of Brits said they distrusted the US, a rise of 17 

percentage points compared to the November 2024 survey results. The 56% of respondents who 
did not trust the US is higher than the proportion saying the same for India (42%) and Brazil (21%), 
and is close to the proportion who said they distrusted Saudi Arabia (61%). 

 
 The decline in trust for the US was just as striking when viewed through the lens of party politics. 

The decline was sharpest among 2024 Conservative Voters. Between November 2024 and 
September 2025, Conservative Voters’ trust in the US fell by 40 percentage points, plummeting 
from +22 in November 2024 to -18 in September 2025. 

 
 Among Reform UK Voters there has barely been any change in the trust they place in the US. 

Reform UK Voters are uniquely unmoved by whatever factors have driven the decline in trust 
towards the US among Brits overall. 

 
 Between November 2024 and September 2025, the proportion of survey respondents saying the 

US was the UK’s most reliable international partner fell from one in three (33%) to a little over one 
in five (22%). At the same time, the proportion of respondents saying the EU was the UK’s most 
reliable international partner rose from one in three (32%) to more than two in five (42%). 

 
 Over the 10 month period between the two surveys, decline in support for the US was most 

marked among 2024 Conservative Voters. In November 2024 almost one in two (48%) 
Conservative Voters considered the US to be the UK’s most reliable international partner; by 
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September 2025 this had fallen to less than one in three (30%). 

 
 Again, 2024 Reform UK Voters stand out for not having not changed their view on the reliability of 

the US between November 2024 and September 2025. In the first survey, six in ten (60%) Reform 
UK Voters considered the US to be the UK’s most reliable partner, a proportion that was basically 
unchanged (57%) ten months later. 
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1.​ Methodology 
This report details the findings of Best for Britain’s work evaluating public opinion on the UK’s most 
important trading partners, and most reliable partners in general. The report contains analysis of two public 
opinion surveys carried out by YouGov on behalf of Best for Britain, in November 2024 and September 2025.  

The surveys were conducted using an online interview of members of the YouGov Plc GB panel of 400,000+ 
individuals who have agreed to take part in surveys.Emails were sent to panellists selected at random from 
the base sample according to the sample definition, inviting them to take part in the surveys and providing  
links to the survey. YouGov Plc normally achieves a response rate of approximately 20% depending on the 
subject matter, complexity and length of the questionnaire. The responding samples were weighted to the 
profile of the sample definition to provide a representative reporting sample. The profile is normally derived 
from census data or, if not available from the census, from industry accepted data. 

The surveys presented in this report included total sample sizes of 4,368 adults (September 2025) and 4,338 
adults (November 2024). Fieldwork was undertaken between 5th - 10th September 2025, and between 
25th-27th November 2024. The surveys were carried out online. The figures have been weighted and are 
representative of all GB adults (aged 18+).  

Section 3 provides an introductory summary of UK trade, including trends over the last decade, UK trade 
performance since Brexit, and the impact and extent of recent trade deals concluded by the UK 
Government. Unless otherwise stated, the trade statistics detailed in section 3 are taken from ‘UK trade 
statistical bulletins’, published by the Office for National Statistics (ONS).   
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2.​ Nomenclature 
Throughout this report, when referring to results disaggregated by how respondents voted at the 2024 
General Election, these are termed ‘Voters’ of that party. For example, respondents who voted for the 
Conservative Party at the 2024 General Election are therefore referred to as ‘Conservative Voters’. 

Where results are analysed based on respondents voting intention at the time the survey was conducted, 
these are termed ‘Supporters’ of that party. For example, respondents who said they would vote for the 
Labour Party if an election were held tomorrow are referred to as ‘Labour Supporters’. 

Respondents who voted for the Conservative Party at the 2019 General Election and voted Labour at the 
2024 General Election are referred to as ‘Conservative to Labour Switchers’.  
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3.​ Introduction to the UK’s trading performance 

By David Henig 

David is the UK Director at the European Centre for International 
Political Economy (ECIPE), Trade Adviser to the UK Trade and Business 
Commission and a leading expert and writer on Brexit negotiations and 
the trade policy issues arising from Brexit. He also writes extensively 
about EU and global trade developments with a regular column for the 
online trade news service Borderlex. Prior to 2018 he worked on trade 
and investment issues for the UK Government for a number of years, 
including on US-EU trade negotiations, and building the trade function 
after Brexit. David regularly discusses trade policy issues in the media, 
at events, and with politicians.   

 

3.1.​ The UK’s major trading partners  

Looking at the regional breakdown for the total 
of £1.8 trillion UK trade in 2024, the EU 
accounted for just under 50%, a figure which 
increases to the majority after adding the 
neighbours that have extensive alignment with 
the bloc: Norway, Switzerland, Turkey and 
Iceland. The US accounts for 17.5% of UK trade by 
value, while the shares for CPTPP countries and 
China / Hong Kong are similar at around 7% each. 
India, with whom the UK Government concluded a 
Free Trade Agreement in May 2025, accounts for 
around 2% of UK trade by value. UK trade with the 
EU as a share of the UK’s total trade is largely 
unchanged over the last ten years.   

Measured in current prices, UK exports totalled 
£893.2 billion in 2024. Imports amounted to 
£918.7 billion3.  

3www.ons.gov.uk/economy/nationalaccounts/balance
ofpayments/datasets/uktotaltradeallcountriesseasona
llyadjusted  

Total UK trade (value) by region, 2024 
 

Figure 1: Share of UK trade by region, 2024 
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3.2.​ UK exports have flatlined since Brexit 

UK goods and services exports, 2014-2024 

 
Figure 2: UK goods and services exports by value, 2014-2024 

 
After accounting for inflationary effects, total UK exports only increased by 2% since 2019, compared to 
21% in the five years from 2014. During this time there has been a significant shift in the composition of 
exports, with a decline in goods offset by a rise in services.  

Equivalent numbers for the EU, according to World Bank data, are a 25% growth in exports between 2014 
and 2019, and an 11% growth in exports since 2019. This clearly shows how UK trade has been struggling 
since Brexit. 

3.3.​ New trade deals: the US, EU and India 
 
During May 2025, the UK Government announced trade deals with the US, EU and India. Each of these was a 
different type of agreement. 
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The purpose of the UK-US Economic Prosperity Deal was damage limitation: an attempt to restrict the 
additional tariffs imposed by President Trump on UK goods exports. This covered the £59.3 billion of UK 
goods exports, and can be seen as still negatively impacted.  
 
The UK-EU Strategic Partnership was an agreement to negotiate the details of a set of agreements, most 
notably to remove barriers on food and drink trade between the two parties through UK alignment with 
EU regulation. This covers £58.7 billion of trade, the vast majority of it being EU exports to the UK of £44.7 
billion.  
 
India and the UK have reached a traditional Free Trade Agreement which should improve trading 
conditions across the £42.6 billion trade relationship. Tariff reductions on UK goods are largely modest, 
and few non-tariff barriers are tackled, but this should still have a positive impact once implemented - most 
likely from 2026. Government modelling suggesting 0.13% growth is, however, exaggerated by assuming a 
more ambitious deal than that which was actually concluded. 
 
These three deals therefore in total cover just over 9% of UK trade. That said, there are wider parts of the 
UK-EU deal that are harder to quantify such as the Emissions Trading Scheme. Independent modelling 
shows that regulatory alignment between the UK and EU across all economic sectors could add up to 2% to 
UK GDP in the long run4. While a more expansive agreement of this type is not currently on the table, the UK 
Government’s stated desire to increase economic growth means that it should do its utmost to ensure such 
an agreement be considered at future UK-EU Summits.  

4 https://www.bestforbritain.org/growth_report  
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4.​ The public’s view of the UK’s international partners 

In November 2024, Best for Britain commissioned YouGov to conduct polling to understand the British 
public’s views on the UK’s international relationships and partners. The total sample size was 4,338 GB 
adults. The figures were weighted and were representative of all GB adults (aged 18+). We asked 
respondents who they trusted most, who they viewed as reliable, and who they thought was the UK’s most 
important trading partner. 

Respondents were asked to give their views on the UK’s relationship with the EU, the US, China, Brazil, India, 
Saudi Arabia, and Japan.  

In September 2025, we commissioned new YouGov polling, to understand what impact global events, most 
notably the return of Donald Trump as President of the US, and the UK’s  ‘relationship reset’ with the EU, had 
had on the public’s views of the UK’s trade and international relations. The total sample size was 4,638 GB 
adults. Again, the figures were weighted to be representative of all GB adults (aged 18+). 

As part of this survey, we repeated three questions from the November 2024 survey, applied to the same 
selection of countries, namely:- 

●​ In general, how much do you trust or distrust, each of the following? 
●​ In your view, which ONE of the following countries, or bloc of countries, do you see as the UK’s most 

important trading partner? 
●​ In your view, which ONE of the following countries, or bloc of countries, do you see as the UK’s most 

reliable international partner? 

Section 4.1 below summarises the key findings from these three questions from the November 2024 survey. 
Section 4.2 summarises the key findings from these three questions from the September 2025 survey. 
Section 4.3 compares the two sets of survey results, and identifies key shifts in the British public’s attitudes 
regarding the UK’s trade and international relations in the intervening period.  
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4.1.​ Public opinion in November 2024 

The survey results identified that, when it came to trade, by two to one Brits identified the EU as the UK’s 
most important trading partner over the US5.  

When it came to reliability and importance in general, however, the results found that Brits were evenly 
split between the US and EU. 

In general, how much do you trust or distrust, each of the following? 

Figure 3: GB trust levels towards selected countries / bloc of countries (November 2024) 

For Japan, 46% of Brits said they trust the country, with only 15% saying they distrust it. 

Half of Conservative to Labour Switchers (51%) trusted the EU; only 12% of them said they distrust the EU. 
Conservative to Labour Switchers were split on whether they trust the US: 36% said they distrust the US, 
while 34% said they trust it. 

In November 2024, Brits trusted the EU, and Japan, significantly more than they trusted the US. About half 
(49%) of respondents said they ‘somewhat trust’ (33%) or ‘strongly trust’ (16%) the EU, compared to only 23% 
who said they distrust the EU. Three in ten (30%) Brits said they trust the US, while two in five (40%) said 
they distrust the US. 

 

5 https://www.bestforbritain.org/uk_international_and_trading_relationships_polling_november_2024  
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In your view, which ONE of the following countries, or bloc of countries, is the UK’s most reliable 
international partner? 

 

Figure 4: Perceptions of reliability of international partners, by 2024 General Election vote ​
(November 2024) 

In November 2024, Brits were split on the question of the UK's most reliable international partner. A third of 
respondents (33%) believed the US was the UK’s most reliable partner, while a third (32%) thought it was the 
EU. 
 
The results showed a substantial divide on this question according to how respondents voted in the July 
2024 UK General Election.  

Half of Labour (49%) and Liberal Democrat (50%) Voters said the EU was the UK’s most reliable international 
partner, while one in five (22%) of these two voter groups said the United States. By contrast, three in five 
(60%) Reform UK Voters believed the US to be the UK’s most reliable partner, and less than one in ten (8%) 
said the EU.  

Conservative Voters were less emphatic than Reform UK Voters but broke in the same direction: almost half 
(48%) considered the US to be the UK’s most reliable partner, with less than one in five (19%) saying the EU. 
Meanwhile, the figures for Conservative to Labour Switchers closely resembled those for the GB average, 
with 37% answering the EU (compared to 32% of all GB adults) and 31% saying the US (compared to 33% of 
all GB adults). 

 

 
13/26 



FREE TRADE is BEST for BRITAIN 

In your view, which ONE of the following countries, or bloc of countries, is the UK’s most important 
trading partner? 

Figure 5: Perceptions of the UK’s most important trading partner, by 2024 General Election vote 
(November 2024) 

On the issue of trade, the survey results in November 2024 were unambiguous: Brits were more than 
twice as likely to see the EU as the UK’s most important trading partner, compared to those who said it 
was the US. Just under half (48%) of respondents said they view the EU as the UK’s most important trading 
partner, compared to just over one in four (22%) who said the US. Just 4% of Brits thought that China was 
the UK’s most important trading partner. 

The same divide, between Labour and Liberal Democrat Voters on one hand, and Reform UK Voters on the 
other, was observed on this question of trade. Two thirds (66%) of Labour Voters and seven in ten (70%) 
Liberal Democrat Voters considered the EU to be the UK’s most important trading partner, while just one in 
ten (10%) of these voter groups said the US.  

Reform UK Voters broke in the other direction, with more than half (52%) saying the US was the country’s 
most important trading partner and just over one in five (22%) saying the EU.  

Again, Conservative to Labour Switcher responses were close to the GB average: a majority (56%) said the 
EU was the UK’s most important trading partner (compared to 48% for all GB adults) and 21% said the US 
(compared to 22% of all GB adults).  
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4.2.​ Public opinion in September 2025  

In September 2025, the EU and Japan were clearly more trusted than the other five countries included in 
the sample. The EU and Japan were the only countries or groups of countries to receive a positive ‘net trust’ 
score, that is to say, the number of respondents saying they trusted them was greater than the number 
saying they distrusted them.  

In general, how much do you trust or distrust, each of the following? 

Figure 6: trust levels towards selected countries / bloc of countries in September 2025 

 In September 2025, the EU received the highest score for trust, at 46% of respondents, followed 
by Japan, with 44%. However, as a lower number of respondents said they distrust Japan (14%) 
compared to the EU (26%), Japan received a slightly higher ‘net trust’ score  of 30, compared to 
the EU which received a net trust score of 20. The US’s ‘net trust’ score had fallen to -35. 

 
All other countries’ ‘net trust scores were negative: Brazil scored -8, India -29, Saudi Arabia -55 and China 
-66. 
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 Notably, in September 2025 an overall majority (56%) of Brits said they distrusted the US, a rise of 
16 percentage points compared to the November 2024 survey results. The 56% of respondents 
who did not trust the US is higher than the proportion saying the same for India (42%) and Brazil 
(21%), and is close to the proportion who said they distrusted Saudi Arabia (61%). 
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In your view, which ONE of the following countries, or bloc of countries, is the UK’s most reliable 
international partner? 

Figure 7: Perceptions of reliability of international partners, by 2024 General Election vote in ​
September 2025 

 In September 2025, Brits expressed a clear view that the EU was the UK’s most reliable 
international partner. 42% of respondents chose the EU when asked which of the same seven 
countries, or bloc of countries, was most reliable. The second-highest response, with 23%, was 
‘Don’t Know’, followed by the US at 22%. 

 
Fewer than one in ten (6%) respondents believed none of the seven options presented should be considered 
as the UK’s most reliable partner.   

Almost twice as many Brits considered the EU to be the UK’s most reliable international partner 
compared to those who answered the US.  

People who voted Labour, Liberal Democrats and Green at the 2024 General Election overwhelmingly 
considered the EU to be more reliable than the US: a significant majority of these voter groups (59% of 
Labour Voters, 56% of Liberal Democrat Voters, 59% of Green Voters) answered the EU, while around one in 
ten chose the US (14% of Labour Voters, 8% of Liberal Democrat Voters, 11% of Green Voters).  

Reform UK Voters broke in the opposite direction, with a majority  (57%) answering the US and just over one 
in ten (12%) choosing the EU. Conservative Voters were split, with 29% considering the EU to be most 
reliable and 30% choosing the US.  
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In your view, which ONE of the following countries, or bloc of countries, is the UK’s most important 
trading partner? 

Figure 8: Perceptions of the UK’s most important trading partner, by 2024 General Election vote in 
September 2025 

In September 2025, an overall majority of survey respondents considered the EU to be the UK’s most 
important trading partner. Half of respondents (51%) considered the EU to be the UK’s top trade partner. 
Just one in five (21%) said it was the US, closely followed by ‘Don’t Know’ (17%).  

The divide between left-of-centre and right-of-centre voters was again in evidence on the question of trade. 
Over two thirds of left-of-centre voters (68% of Labour, 71% of Liberal Democrats, 66% of Greens) thought 
the EU was the UK’s most important trading partner, while around one in ten of these voter groups (12% 
Labour, 9% Liberal Democrat, 10% Greens) chose the US.  

Reform UK Voters were alone in seeing the US as the UK’s most important trading partner: a majority (55%) 
of respondents who voted for Reform UK in July 2024 answered the US to the question of which country 
they saw as the UK’s most important trading partner, compared to one in five (20%) who said the EU.  

By a clear margin however, Conservative Voters were more likely to consider the EU (43%) to be the UK’s 
most important trading partner than the US (31%).   

4.3.​ Change in perceptions between November 2024 and September 2025 

To evaluate changes in trust levels between November 2024 and September 2025 for each country, the ‘net 
trust’ score, measured as the difference between the proportion of respondents saying they trust and 
distrust each country, in September 2025 was subtracted from the equivalent net trust score recorded in 
November 2024. Results are given in Figure 9. 
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Change in levels of trust between Nov ‘24 and Sep ‘25 

Figure 9: ‘Net trust’ score changes between November 2024 - September 2025, select countries 

Compared to November 2024, the survey identified a three point (3%) reduction in Brits’ trust towards the 
EU - down from 49% who said they trusted the EU in November 2024, to 46% in September 2025. At the 
same time, the results showed a three point increase in the respondents saying they distrust the EU, up 
from 23% in November 2024, to 26% in September 2025. The results implied a -6% change in trust levels 
towards the EU, down from +26% in November 2024, to +20% in September 2025.  

Compared to November 2024, small fluctuations in trust were also observable when it comes to the British 
public’s views towards China and India.  

In China’s case, the number of people who said they distrusted China had remained within the statistical 
margin of error, changing from 75% to 72% in September 2025. The number of respondents who trusted 
China had also remained within the statistical margin of error, changing from 4% to 6%. China’s net trust 
level of -66 indicated the British public continued to overwhelmingly distrust China. 

When it came to India, the reverse trend was observed. Between November 2024 and September 2025, 
distrust in India was found to have increased by four percentage points, from 38% up to 42%, while trust in 
India decreased from 15% to 13%. Despite the UK Government signing a comprehensive Free Trade 
Agreement with India between the two opinion polls, trust levels toward India reduced by 6% to -29. 
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 The US’s ‘net trust’ score dropped by 25 points from -10 in November 2024 to -35 in September 
2025. In the first year of Donald Trump’s second presidency, the British public’s trust in the US 
collapsed. 
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4.4.​ The effect of Trump’s presidency on British perceptions of the US 

The decline in trust for the US was just as striking when viewed through the lens of party politics. The results 
in Figure 10 show the changes in trust levels according to how people cast their votes at the 2024 General 
Election, between November 2024 and September 2025. 

Change in levels of net trust between Nov ‘24 and Sep ‘25 for the United States 

Figure 10: Change in trust in the US, by vote at the 2024 General Election, between ​
November 2024 - September 2025 

 The decline in trust in the US was sharpest among 2024 Conservative Voters.  

Between November 2024 and September 2025, Conservative Voters’ trust in the US fell by 40 
percentage points, plummeting from +22 in November 2024 to -18 in September 2025. 

 
Liberal Democrat Voters’ net trust for the US dropped almost as markedly, from -25 to -62 between the 
two surveys. Trust for the US declined by 28 percentage points among 2024 Labour Voters, and by 30 
percentage points among Conservative to Labour Switchers.  

The 3 percentage point drop in the ‘net trust’ score for the US among 2024 Reform UK Voters was within 
the margin of error, meaning, in effect, there has been no change in Reform UK Voters’ views on this 
issue. The +25 net trust score for the US among 2024 Reform UK Voters in September 2025 is unique not 
only in the party political sphere, but across all other demographic indicators polled. Younger and older 
voters, men and women, social grade, and across the nations and regions of Britain: all groups in September 
2025 gave a negative ‘net trust’ score for the US. All groups, that is, except one: those who voted for Reform 
UK at the last general election.  
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 Among Reform UK Voters, however, there has barely been any change at all in the trust they place 
in the US between November 2024 and September 2025.  

Reform UK Voters are uniquely unmoved by the factors driving the decline in trust towards the US 
among Brits overall. 

 
Which one of the following countries, or bloc of countries, is the UK’s most reliable international partner? 

Figure 11: Change in perceptions of the UK’s most reliable partner​
November 2024 - September 2025 

 Between November 2024 and September 2025, the proportion of survey respondents saying the 
US was the UK’s most reliable international partner fell from one in three (33%) to a little over one 
in five (22%).  

At the same time, the proportion of respondents saying the EU was the UK’s most reliable 
international partner rose from one in three (32%) to more than two in five (42%). 

 
As noted above, by September 2025, the United States had been overtaken by ‘Don’t Know’ (33%) in the 
rankings of who Brits considered the UK’s most reliable partner.   

The modest decline in trust towards the EU recorded between November 2024 and September 2025, as 
noted in Figure 9 above, has not prevented it from gaining in support among Brits, when asked to name who 
they thought was the UK’s most reliable international partner.  
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 In November 2024, Brits were almost evenly divided in seeing the US (33%) or the EU (32%) as the 
UK’s most reliable partner. By September 2025, the EU had gained a decisive lead of 20 
percentage points (42% of respondents versus just 22% for the US).  

 
The September 2025 survey results showed a decline in the proportion of respondents saying they 
considered ‘None’ of the seven options to be the UK’s most reliable partner, and only 7% of respondents 
chose the other five countries (China, Brazil, India, Saudi Arabia, Japan) in total.  

 Not only have large numbers of British voters turned away from the US; they have also turned 
towards the EU. 

 
Looking at the party political groupings where the US has lost support is again interesting. 

Respondents saying the US is the UK’s most reliable international partner 

Figure 12: Changes in GB perceptions of the reliability of the US, November 2024 - September 2025, by 
2024 general election vote 

 Over the 10 month period between the two surveys, decline in support for the US was most 
marked among 2024 Conservative Voters. In November 2024 almost one in two (48%) 
Conservative Voters considered the US to be the UK’s most reliable international pattern. By 
September 2025 this had fallen to less than one in three (30%). 
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Support also fell markedly among 2024 Liberal Democrat Voters, with the proportion considering the US to 
be the UK’s most reliable partner dropping from over two in five (22%) to less than one in ten (8%). More 
modest declines were recorded for Labour Voters (22% in November 2024 to 14% in September 2025). The 
change in view among Conservative to Labour Switchers (31% to 26%), was not statistically significant. 

 Again, 2024 Reform UK Voters stand out for not having not changed their view on the reliability of 
the US between November 2024 and September 2025. In the first survey, six in ten (60%) Reform 
UK Voters considered the US to be the UK’s most reliable partner - a proportion that was 
unchanged (57%) ten months later.  

 
As with the question of trust, in September 2025 Reform UK Voters are unique across the different 
demographic indicators we polled for in giving the US a higher reliability score than the EU. Younger and 
older voters, men and women, social grade, and across the countries and regions of Britain: all consider the 
EU to be more reliable than the US. 2024 Reform UK Voters stand alone in thinking the opposite. 

The change in respondents' views on the UK’s most important trading partner between the two surveys is 
much less pronounced than for questions of trust and reliability. 

Which one of the following countries, or bloc of countries, is the UK’s most important trading partner? 

Figure 13: Change in perceptions of the UK’s most important trading partner​
November 2024 - September 2025 

In November 2024, almost half of respondents (48%) said the EU was the UK’s most important trading 
partner, and around one in five (22%) said the US. In September 2025 the figures were very similar: the 
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proportion saying the EU rose marginally to a fraction above one in two (51%) and the proportion saying the 
US was unchanged at one in five (21%).  

Although aggregates changed little, analysis of results according to party political vote at the 2024 General 
Election suggested a modest decline in 2024 Conservative Voters believing the US to be the UK’s most 
important trading partner.  

Respondents saying the US is the UK’s most important trading partner 

Figure 14: Changes in perceptions of the UK’s most important trading partner ​
November 2024 - September 2025, by 2024 general election vote 

In November 2024, 36% of Conservative Voters said the US was the UK’s most important trading partner; by 
September 2025, this figure was down to 31%. The remaining changes between the two surveys were not 
deemed to be statistically significant.  

4.5.​ Explaining the changes 

More research will be needed to understand precisely why the British electorate consider the United States 
to be less trustworthy and less reliable than a year ago. The straightforward answer, of course, is the return 
of President Trump to the White House: the most significant international change to take place between the 
time of the two surveys. But we cannot currently say which aspects of his presidency have most strongly 
contributed to the decline in trust Brits feel towards the US. Trump’s attitude towards NATO and disregard 
for traditional western alliances (epitomised by the way he treated President Zelenskyy of Ukraine in the 
White House during the infamous meeting in February 2025) have surely played a big part.  
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Trump’s trade policy, and the erratic way he has imposed tariffs on key UK industries, may also have had an 
impact. Yet we might expect, if respondents have noticed the damaging impact Trump’s trade policies have 
had on UK industry, to notice a decline in the proportion saying they considered the US to be the UK’s most 
important trading partner. For some British voters, the President’s handling of the Israel-Gaza war, or his 
approach to domestic matters, may have proved decisive in bringing about a change in their opinion on the 
US’s trustworthiness. 

Likewise, more research will be needed to understand precisely what has driven the increase in Brits 
considering the EU to be the UK’s most reliable international partner. Previous Best for Britain research has 
found broad support for the UK Government seeking to negotiate with the EU on the policy areas announced 
at the UK-EU summit in May 2025, namely a Youth Mobility Scheme, an SPS deal, alignment on Emissions 
Trading Schemes, energy cooperation and a defence pact6. At the same time, this latest survey found a small 
but real decline in the EU’s ‘net trust’ score among Brits, from +26 to +20. It is also surprising to note that 
public trust in India should decline, from -23 to -29, after the UK and Indian Governments had successfully 
concluded a free trade agreement after several years of negotiations.  

These questions must remain open, for now. What can be said with certainty based on this most recent 
survey is that British trust in the US has plummeted, and a significant number of Brits have turned towards 
the EU instead. 
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5.​ Conclusions 

The results from this survey show that, in the eyes of the British public, the US has come to be seen as 
significantly less trustworthy, and significantly less reliable as an ally, since Donald Trump returned to the 
White House.  

An overall majority (56%) of Brits now say they distrust the US, a rise of some 16 percentage points in the ten 
months since Best for Britain last polled the question. This is a staggering result, considering the 
persistence of the belief that the UK and US have enjoyed a ‘special relationship’ since the end of the Second 
World War, and the political, military, economic and cultural ties between the two countries.  

British perceptions of American reliability have also plummeted. The proportion of respondents saying they 
consider the US to be the UK’s most reliable international partner fell by a third in ten months, from 33% in 
November 2024 to 22% in September 2025.  

However, President Trump’s second term has had less of an impact on British perceptions of the importance 
of the US as a trading partner. The more modest fall in the number of respondents saying they consider the 
US to be the UK’s most important trading partner likely reflects the fact that trade is less understood than 
the more subjective notions of ‘trust’ and ‘reliability’. 

The US’s declining popularity among Brits has been accompanied by a rise in support for the EU. Even 
though the EU’s ‘net trust’ score among Brits fell slightly between November 2024 and September 2025, the 
proportion of respondents saying they consider the EU to be the UK’s most reliable partner increased by 
almost a third, rising from 32% to 42%. At the time of the first survey, Brits were evenly divided between 
those who considered the US to be the UK’s most reliable ally, and those who thought it was the EU. Now 
those answering the EU outnumber those answering the US by nearly  two to one. 

Previous Best for Britain research has identified two broad coalitions in British politics: a pro-European 
group, whose support is split between Labour, the Liberal Democrats and Greens; and a Eurosceptic group, 
whose votes are increasingly coalescing around Reform UK. The Conservatives are often somewhere in 
between, but increasingly, closer to the pro-European group on many topics. This survey reveals further 
evidence of the existence of this divide in British politics.  

Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Voters overwhelmingly consider the EU to be more trustworthy and 
reliable than the US. Meanwhile, Reform UK Voters take the opposite view, considering the US to be the UK’s 
most important ally, and a nation we can trust. Reform UK Voters are the only ones not to have changed their 
view on the trustworthiness or reliability of the US since President Trump started his second term in the 
White House.  

Conservative Voters are the group most likely to have moved ‘away’ from the US during the time between the 
two surveys. By September 2025, current Conservatives were more in step with the progressive parties than 
with Reform UK, in that a larger number of them (43%) considered the EU to be the UK’s most reliable 
partner, than answered the US (31%). Reform UK Voters appear to be increasingly isolated in continuing to 
hold Donald Trump’s US in high regard.  
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More research will be needed to gain a more nuanced understanding about which aspects of Donald Trump’s 
presidency have driven the decline in British perceptions of American trustworthiness and reliability. 
Likewise, more work will be needed to understand why the EU and India are slightly less trusted than a year 
ago, despite the recent successes of the reset in UK-EU relations and the conclusion of the India FTA.  

Despite the waning trust in the US among the British electorate, the UK Government will have to continue to 
work in partnership with leaders of all allied nations, regardless of what may be very significant political or 
temperamental differences. At the same time, the data presented in this report chimes with previous Best 
for Britain analysis which suggests broad based and growing support for a closer relationship with the 
European Union.  
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