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Executive Summary

This report presents the second set of results and key findings of a comprehensive public opinion survey of
4,368 adults carried out by YouGov on behalf of Best for Britain between 5th - 10th September 2025. This
report builds on previous Best for Britain research which focused on public attitudes towards Brexit, ahead
of the Budget of November 2025.

This report analyses respondents’ views as to the biggest issues facing the UK, and local communities. In
both cases, questions were subject to a Max-Diff experiment. Expecting results to center on the economy,
cost of living and immigration, respondents who picked these three options as one of the biggest issues
facing the UK were presented with a follow-up question to each, exploring the reasons driving their
concerns towards each of the issues. Throughout, we explored how views on the biggest issues affecting
both the UK as a country, and individuals and their communities, were affecting electoral politics and the UK
Government's relationship reset’ with the EU.

Results show that the cost of living is the top priority for people both nationally and locally. Conversely, the
salience of immigration and asylum drops from the second most prominent issue in aggregate, to the
seventh, when the biggest issues facing the UK are reframed to individuals and local communities. This
drastic change in salience indicated that the concern about immigration is driven by media and political
discourse about immigration and asylum. The cost of living, and in particular the cost of the weekly shop,
the cost of energy bills and inflation are unifying factors across party lines, whereas immigration was the
most divisive.

The results therefore suggest that UK Government policy and communications focussing on immigration
and asylum - without tangible progress on addressing the issues of those concerned with immigration and
asylum - were more likely to drive right-of-centre voters, including Conservative to Labour Switchers, away
from Labour, while also coming at the expense of losing the support of left-of-centre voters.

In the context of the UK-EU Strategic Partnership (relationship reset’), results find that opposition to
immigration and asylum centers around illegal - rather than legal - immigration even among Reform UK
Supporters, paving the way for the planned UK-EU Youth Experience Scheme currently under negotiation.

Combined with the findings of previous Best for Britain analysis of public attitudes towards Brexit!, which
found that Brexit is seen as a substantial policy failure due to its damage to the UK economy, results in this
report suggest that publicly linking the rise of food prices, energy bills and inflation to the damage Brexit
caused to the UK economy is likely to resonate across party lines.

Given the UK Government’s ambition to negotiate new agreements on food and drink trade, and energy
cooperation with the EU to drive down food prices and energy bills respectively, the results reinforce the
notion that linking Brexit's damage to the UK economy to UK Government fiscal policy, and its approach to
the EU, is likely to resonate across party lines and provide consistency with regards to the UK Government's
approach to the UK economy.

! https://www.bestforbritain.org/polling_report_brexit_opinion_2025
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Headlines

UK Government policy and communications focussing on tackling the cost of living
and improving the economy would resonate with voters irrespective of their political
persuasion, including Conservative to Labour Switchers.

UK Government policy and communications focussing on immigration and asylum -
without tangible progress on addressing the issues of those concerned with
immigration and asylum - were more likely to drive right-of-centre voters, including
Conservative to Labour Switchers, away from Labour, while also coming at the
expense of support of left-of-centre voters.

The salience of immigration and asylum as an issue facing the UK is a result of media
exposure and political discourse, rather than first-hand experiences. The same
could not be said for the cost of living and the economy, which featured in the
top-three issues in both national and local responses.

Concerns around immigration and asylum were overwhelmingly driven by illegal
immigration and asylum seekers being kept in hotels, rather than legal migration to
the UK.

The results should allay concerns regarding the negotiation of a Youth Experience
Scheme with the EU and that UK Government communications surrounding the food
and drink and energy cooperation elements of the relationship reset should focus on
their ability to reduce the price of the weekly shop and energy costs in the UK.

Measures designed to reduce the cost of the weekly shop and energy/ utility bills are
likely to be universally welcomed across all voting intention crossbreaks.

Measures likely to lead to a reduction in inflation and to boost economic growth are
likely to be universally welcomed across all voting intention crossbreaks.

In the context of the UK-EU ‘relationship reset’, the results reinforced the view that
UK Government communications highlighting the positive impact of the UK-EU
relationship reset on the UK economy and inflation are likely to be welcomed by the
public, irrespective of political persuasion.

Results suggest that linking the rise of food prices, energy bills and inflation to the
damage Brexit caused to the UK economy is likely to resonate across party lines.
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1.  Methodology

This report details the findings of Best for Britain’s work evaluating public opinion towards the most
important issues facing the UK, as well as people’s local communities, and them personally. The report
contains analysis of a public opinion survey carried out by YouGov on behalf of Best for Britain.

The survey was conducted using an online interview of members of the YouGov Plc GB panel of 400,000+
individuals who have agreed to take part in surveys. An email was sent to panellists selected at random from
the base sample according to the sample definition, inviting them to take part in the survey and providing a
link to the survey. YouGov Plc normally achieves a response rate of approximately 20% depending on the
subject matter, complexity and length of the questionnaire. The responding sample was weighted to the
profile of the sample definition to provide a representative reporting sample. The profile is normally derived
from census data or, if not available from the census, from industry accepted data.

As part of the survey, YouGov also presented respondents with two Max-Diff experiments. In both Max-Diff
experiments, ‘Don't know' and ‘None of these’ were available options. Max-Diff analysis produces a statistic
for each issue/topic tested: namely, a single figure representing the overall relative popularity, which
considers both support and opposition simultaneously. This is measured as the sample mean for ‘most’
subtracted by the sample mean for ‘least’.

The survey presented in this report, included a total sample size of 4,368 adults. Fieldwork was undertaken

between bth - 10th September 2025. The survey was carried out online. The figures have been weighted and
are representative of all GB adults (aged 18+).

5/24
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2. Nomenclature

Throughout this report, when referring to results disaggregated by how respondents voted at the 2024
General Election, these are termed ‘Voters' of that party. For example, respondents who voted for the
Conservative Party at the 2024 General Election are therefore referred to as ‘Conservative Voters'.

Where results are analysed based on respondents voting intention at the time the survey was conducted,
these are termed ‘Supporters’ of that party. For example, respondents who said they would vote for the
Labour Party if an election were held tomorrow are referred to as ‘Labour Supporters'.

Respondents who voted for the Conservative Party at the 2019 General Election and voted Labour at the
2024 General Election are referred to as ‘Conservative to Labour Switchers'.

Respondents who said they had voted Labour at the 2024 General Election but intend to vote Reform UK
were not numerous enough (94 unweighted respondents, or 88 weighted) to produce a statistically
significant sample. For this reason, the segment of voters who voted Labour in 2024 and say they intend to
vote Reform UK were grouped with Labour 2024 voters who, asked if they would consider voting Reform UK
on a scale of 0-10 (where 10 is certain to vote Reform UK), answered 6 and above. Throughout the report, this
group of voters is termed ‘Reform Curious Labour Voters', and the unweighted sample size was 133, or 126
weighted.

6/24
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3. The mostimportant issues facing voters

The public's views of the most important issues facing the UK are relatively well understood, and are the
subject of reqular polling and analysis across the political spectrum. However, views as to the most
important issues facing the UK have been changing rapidly since the 2024 General Election.

The purpose of this study was to explore if there were any differences between how the public views the
most important issues facing the UK as a nation, and how they view the same issues affecting them and
their communities.

As part of this study, we also asked follow-up questions to understand the drivers of respondents’ views of
the most important issues facing the UK in more detail.

The larger sample size of this survey also allowed for more detailed evaluation of how views of the most
important issues facing the UK were affecting electoral politics, including the views of important
voter-groups such as Conservative to Labour Switchers, and Reform Curious Labour Voters.

In the first instance, survey respondents were asked which issues they considered to be most and least
important issues facing the UK. Respondents were provided with a list of 16 options, in line with YouGov's
‘most important issues facing the country’ tracker poll’. ‘None of these’ and ‘Don’t know’ were available
options. The full list of options provided to respondentsis reported in Table 1.

Table 1: List of available options presented to respondents

Possible responses

Britain's trade and relations with the EU
Cost of living
Crime

Defence and security
Education

Family life & childcare
Health
Housing

Immigration & Asylum

Jobs and unemployment
Pensions
Tax
The economy

The environment & climate change
Transport
Welfare benefits
None of these
Don't know

2 https://yougov.co.uk/topics/society/trackers/the-most-important-issues-facing-the-country
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Respondents were asked to identify up to three of the options presented in Table 1T as the ‘most important’
issues facing the UK, and then identify up to three of the same options as the ‘least important’issues facing
the UK. The Max-Diff analysis produced a single statistic (Max-Diff ‘score’) representing the overall relative
popularity of each option provided, measured as the sample mean for ‘most’ subtracted by the sample mean
for'least’.

To identify any differences between people’s national and local concerns, respondents were asked to
identify up to three of the options presented in Table 1 as the ‘most important’issues facing them and their
local community, and then identify up to three of the same options as the ‘least important’ issues. The
Max-Diff analysis again produced a single statistic (Max-Diff ‘score’) representing the overall relative
popularity of each option provided.

Expecting concerns around the economy, cost of living and immigration to dominate responses, survey
respondents selecting the options ‘Immigration & Asylum’, ‘The economy’ and ‘Cost of living” as the most
important issues facing the UK (not them or their local communities) were asked follow-up questions to
indicate the reasons driving their concerns.

3.1. The mostimportant issues facing the UK

The results of the Max-Diff analysis of the question of what respondents saw as the most important issue
facing the UK are reported in Figure 1.

Which of the following do you think are the MOST and LEAST important issues
facing the country at this time?

The cost of living in the UK
Immigration and Asylum
The economy

Health

Crime

Housing

Tax

Defence and security

Most

Jobs and unemployment

f

Neutral

Education

J

Welfare benefits

f

[ Y D S O O A S M

Pensions —
The environment & climate change _
Britain's trade and relations with the EU ——
Family life & childcare -—

Transport --—

Least

-0.3 -0.2 -0.1 0.1 0.2 03 04 0.5 0.6

Figure 1: Most important issues facing the UK, Max-Diff analysis results

Results in Figure 1 showed that the cost of living was the most important issue facing the UK, followed by
immigration and asylum and the economy. Together, these three issues dominated responses. Health-a
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proxy commonly used to represent concerns regarding the NHS - also featured strongly, followed by crime,
housing and tax. Conversely, transport, family life and childcare, Britain's relations with the EU, the
environment and pensions were not seen as priorities.

Results showing how many respondents cited one of the 16 options listed in Table 1as one of the three most
important issues facing the UK, disaggregated by voting intention, is given in Figure 2.

Which of the following, if any, do you think are the MOST important issues facing the UK at this time?

@ AlLGB Adults @ Con @ Lab @ Lib Dem @ Reform @ Green @ Conl19-Lab24 ( Lab24-Ref25

Immigration & Asylum ® ® ® (1] ]
Cost of living e 0?0 [ ]
The economy ® L ® Q
Health » oo > ®
Crime @ @ eoo
The environment & climate change  ®—@® [} [ ] [}
Housing @ ‘ e @
Defence and security ([ ] o De
Tax ot »
Welfare benefits o« e
Jobs and unemployment « Ccom
Britain's trade and relations with the EU ~ @ - @@
Education @ 1»®
Pensions @ @®
Family life & childcare @ m%

Transport “73®

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Figure 2: Most important issues facing the UK, disaggregated by voting intention

Disaggregating results by party-political voting intention, as shown in Figure 2, revealed stark political
dividing lines, especially as applied to immigration and asylum and climate change.

The top five issues facing the UK, according to party political voting intention, are reported in Table 2.
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Table 2: Most important issues facing the UK, ranked according to party-political voting intention

Green Lib Dem Con-Lab Lab-Ref

3TEY Cost of living  Cost of living  Cost of living  Immigration  Immigration  Immigration  Immigration

Second Climate Economy Economy Economy Cost of living Economy Cost of living
Third Health Climate Health Cost of living Economy Cost of living Economy
ZJa]  Economy Health Immigration Health Crime Health Crime
Fifth Housing Immigration Climate Crime Defence Crime Defence

The results in Figure 2 and Table 2 showed that the cost of living ranked in the top three answers given by
respondents irrespective of party-political voting intention, including by Conservative to Labour
Switchers, and Reform Curious Labour Voters.

Half of respondents (50%) said that the cost of living was one of the top three issues facing the UK, and this
was seen as a priority across party lines. Over half of Green Supporters(56%), Liberal Democrat Supporters
(56%) and Labour Supporters (52%) identified the cost of living as one of the top three issues facing the UK.
Two in five Conservative Supporters (44 %), Reform UK Supporters(40%)and Reform Curious Labour Voters
(44%) said the same, as well as just under half (48%) of Conservative to Labour Switchers.

With the exception of Green Supporters, the economy ranked in the top three concerns of respondents
irrespective of voting intention, including Conservative to Labour Switchers, and Reform Curious Labour
Voters.

The economy was identified as one of the top three issues facing the country by 35% of respondents overall.
Results were consistent across Conservative supporters (46%), Labour supporters (45%) and Liberal
Democrat supporters (41%) with over two in five selecting the economy as one of the top three issues facing
the country. Half (50%) of Conservative to Labour Switchers identified the economy as one of the top three
issues facing the country. The economy was identified as one of the top three issues facing the country by
27% of Green supporters, and a third (33%) of Reform UK Supporters and Reform Curious Labour Voters.

The results suggested that UK Government policy and communications
focussing on tackling the cost of living and improving the economy

would resonate with voters irrespective of their political persuasion,
including Conservative to Labour Switchers.

Although immigration and asylum was picked as one of the top three issues facing the country by
approximately half of respondents (52%) overall, results were dominated by Reform UK supporters - 93%
of which identified immigration and asylum as one of the top three issues facing the country. Two thirds
(66%) of Conservative Supporters did so too, alongside 64% of Conservative to Labour Switchers and 83%
of Reform Curious Labour Voters.

However, fewer than three in ten Labour supporters (27%), Liberal Democrat supporters (25%) and Green
supporters (17%) said that immigration and asylum was one of their top-three issues facing the UK.
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The results therefore suggested that UK Government policy and
communications focussing on immigration and asylum - without
tangible progress on addressing the issues of those concerned with

immigration and asylum - were more likely to drive right-of-centre
voters, including Conservative to Labour Switchers, away from Labour,
while also coming at the expense of support of left-of-centre voters.

3.2. The most important issues facing people and their communities

Reframing the question from most important issues facing ‘the country’ to ‘you and your community’
resulted in substantially different results, as shown in Figure 3.

Which of the following do you think are the MOST and LEAST important issues facing you and
your community at this time?

The cost of living in the UK E E —_——
Health E —_— E
The economy | -— H
Crime E —— E
Housing E —_—— E
Jobs and unemployment E —_—— E
Immigration & asylum . i _— H
Pensions -.-é E = E
Welfare benefits — :
Education —_— E E
Family life and childcare --— E E
Transport —— E E
The environment and climate change —— : :
Defence and security —_—— E E
Britain's trade and relationship with the EU =——o=— E E
-0.2 -0.1 o 0.1 0.2 0.3 04 0.5 0.6

Figure 3: Most important issues facing you and your community, Max-Diff analysis results

When people were asked about the most important issues facing them and their community, as opposed
to the country, the cost of living clearly dominated responses. The economy continued to be seen as the
third most important issue, both at a national and local level. The salience of each issue in both national and
local responses is givenin Table 3.
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Table 3: Salience of most important issues facing the UK and local communities

Salience nationally Salience locally

1 Cost of living Cost of living

2 Immigration & Asylum Health

3 The economy The economy

4t Health Crime

Bt Crime Housing

6" Housing Jobs and unemployment
7" Tax Immigration & Asylum
g Defence and security Tax

gt Jobs and unemployment Pensions
10" Education Welfare benefits

Health increased in salience at the local level, from fourth most salient issue nationally to second most
salient locally. Crime and housing also increased in salience locally, alongside jobs and unemployment.

Conversely, immigration and asylum dropped in salience significantly, from second most important issue
nationally, to seventh locally. Although the public clearly see immigration and asylum as something
important nationally, it is not seen as anywhere near as important in their local community.

The results suggested that the salience of immigration and asylum as an
issue facing the UK is a result of media exposure and political discourse,
rather than first-hand experiences.

The same could not be said for the cost of living and the economy, which
featured in the top-three issues in both national and local responses.

Results showing how many respondents cited each of the options listed in Table 1as one of the three most
important issues facing them and their communities, disaggregated by voting intention, is given in Figure 4.
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Which of the following, if any, do you think are the MOST important issues facing you and
your community at this time?

@ AlLLGB Adults @ Con @ Lab © Lib Dem @ Reform @ Green @ Conl9-Lab24 ( Lab24-Ref25

Cost of Living @»Cc o o
Immigration & Asylum ® o L
Health ® >0 00
The economy o <« o o0
Crime ® [ 2 1 J ®
Housing o>»0 ®
Jobs and unemployment @ e ®
The environment & climate change ® @ @ ®
Tax o oe
Welfare benefits @-@1
Pensions @ »a®»
Education @ »@
Family life & childcare @< e
Transport ) B
Britain's trade and relations with the EU @ 1@

Defence and security »®

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Figure 4: Most important issues facing people and their local community, disaggregated by voting
intention

Disaggregating results by party-political voting intention showed that party-political dividing lines were
generally more muted, with the exception of immigration and asylum, as well as climate change.

The results in Figure 4 also showed that the cost of living was the only issue facing people and their
communities to be cited by a majority of supporters of each political party.

The top five issues facing the people and their communities, according to party political voting intention,
are reportedin Table 4.
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Table 4: Most important issues facing people and their communities, ranked according to party-political
voting intention

Green Lib Dem Con-Lab Lab-Ref

I Cost of living Cost of living Cost of living Cost of living Cost of living Cost of living  Immigration

Second Climate Health Health Economy Immigration Economy Cost of living
Third Health Economy Economy Immigration Crime Immigration Crime
Fourth Housing Housing Housing Health Economy Crime Economy
Fifth Jobs Climate Climate Crime Health Health Health

Results in Figure 4 and Table 4 showed that the cost of living continued to rank in the top three answers
given by respondents irrespective of party-political voting intention, including by Conservative to Labour
Switchers, and Reform Curious Labour Voters.

Almost three in five (59%) of respondents selected the cost of living as one of the three most important
issues facing them individually and their local community. Over two thirds (68%) of Conservative to Labour
Switchers, and around three in five Green Supporters (63%), Liberal Democrat Supporters (61%), Reform
Curious Labour Voters (60%) and Labour Supporters (59%) said the cost of living was one of their top three
issues facing them and their local community. Over half of Conservative Supporters (57%) and Reform UK
Supporters (56%) said the cost of living was one of the three most important issues facing them individually
- the lowest of any group.

On average, only 26% of all respondents selected immigration and asylum as one of the three most
important issues facing them and their community - half the number who said it was one of the three
most important issues facing the country (52%). The salience of immigration and asylum locally, was
driven by Reform UK supporters, with three in five (62%) of them saying it was one of the top three issues
facing them and their community.

Fewer than half (43%) Reform Curious Labour Voters identified immigration and asylum as one of the most
important issues facing them and their communities, as well as fewer than three in ten Conservative
Supporters(28%)and Conservative to Labour Switchers(27%).

Fewer than one in ten Labour (8%), Liberal Democrat (8%) and Green (6%) supporters said immigration and
asylum were local or personal concerns.

Results showed that the cost of living replaced immigration and asylum as the biggest issue facing
people personally and their communities according Conservative Supporters, Conservative to Labour
Switchers, and Reform Curious Labour Voters.
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Table 5: Change in salience of immigration and asylum, between issues most affecting the UK and issues
most affecting people personally and in their communities (%)

All Green LibDem Lab Con-Lab Lab-Ref Con Ref

National = 52 = 17 25 27 64 83 66 93
Local 26 6 8 8 27 43 28 62
Change -26 - -17 -18 -37 -40 -38 -31

The results in Table 5 showed that when asked about the most important issues facing people personally
and their communities, the salience of immigration and asylum reduced significantly across all voting
intention crossbreaks, but disproportionately among Reform Curious Labour Voters, and Conservative to
Labour Switchers, and Conservative Supporters.

Results therefore suggested that the salience of immigration and
asylum in media and political discourse is likely to resonate

disproportionately with two significant sections of the UK Government’s
electoral coalition: Conservative to Labour Switchers and Reform
Curious Labour Voters.

4. Immigration and asylum

Respondents who said immigration and asylum was one of the most important issues facing the country
were shown a follow-up question, where they were asked to indicate why they thought immigration and
asylum was one of their top concerns. The list of available options is given in Table 6. The total number of
respondents shown this question was 2,284. ‘Something else’and ‘Don't know’ were available answers.

Table 6: List of options presented to those who indicated that immigration and asylum was one of the top
issues facing the UK

Possible responses

The overall amount of legal immigration being too low
The overall amount of legal immigration being too high
The overall amount of illegal immigration being too high
People protesting against immigration (e.qg. displaying England flags / St George crosses)
Lack of integration among existing immigrants
Asylum seekers being kept in hotels

Asylum seeker and refugee processes being too slow
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Respondents were asked to select up to three answers from the list of reasons in Table 6. Results in Figure 5
show the number of times each answer was selected among a respondent's chosen three answers, as a
percentage. The results in Figure 5 were ranked from the option selected the most, to selected the least,
based on the average response of the survey respondent, with additional party-political voting intention
breakouts displayed.

Thinking specifically about immigration and asylum, which of these are the most important issues?

@ AlLGB Adults @ Con @Lab © Lib Dem @ Reform @ Green

The overall amount of illegal immigration :
being too high : - - —

Asylum seekers being kept in hotels e o L

The overall amount of legal immigration

being too high > >

Asylum seeker and refugee processes
being too slow

Lack of integration among existing
immigrants

People protesting against immigration
(e.g. displaying England flags / St George PRENIPS PR
crosses)

The overall amount of legal immigration

being too low aa

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Figure 5: The drivers of voters’ concerns on immigration and asylum

Results indicated that concerns around immigration and asylum were driven by illegal immigration and
asylum seekers being kept in hotels, with significant variation depending on party-political opinion. Over
four in five (86%) respondents who said immigration and asylum was one of the top issues facing the UK,
said it was because of the overall amount of illegal immigration being too high. This option was chosen by
nine in ten Reform UK Supporters (92%) and Conservative Supporters (30%), who made up the bulk of the
respondents to this question.

Around half (53%) of respondents who said immigration and asylum was one of the top issues facing the UK

indicated it was due to asylum seekers being kept in hotels. This included three in five Reform UK
Supporters (62 %) and over half (55%) of Conservative Supporters who thought the same.
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Results indicated that concerns around immigration and asylum were
overwhelmingly driven by illegal immigration and asylum seekers being
kept in hotels, rather than legal migration to the UK.

In the context of the UK-EU ‘relationship reset’, the results should allay
concerns regarding the negotiation of a Youth Experience Scheme with
the EU.

With the upcoming Youth Experience Scheme likely to be viewed as legal
rather than illegal migration, the results were in line with the substantial
public support of a Youth Experience Scheme detected in previous Best
for Britain public opinion polling®.

Overall, under two in five (37%) respondents who said immigration and asylum was one of the top issues
facing the UK said it was because of the overall amount of legal immigration being too high. Again,
responses were led by Reform UK and Conservative Supporters. Around half (48%) of Reform UK Supporters
who thought immigration and asylum was one of the most important issues facing the country said it was
due to the amount of legal immigration. The same was true of a third (33%) of Conservative Supporters who
thought immigration and asylum was one of the top issues facing the country. Fewer than a quarter of
Labour(24%), Green(22%)and Liberal Democrat (14%) Supporters who thought immigration and asylum was
one of the most important issues facing the country agreed.

The results also found that around half of Labour(49%)and Liberal Democrat (51%) Supporters who thought
immigration and asylum was one of the most important issues facing the country said it was due to asylum
and refugee processes being too slow.

Around two in five Labour (42%) and Green (45%) supporters who thought immigration and asylum was one
of the most important issues facing the country said it was due to anti-immigration protests.

5. The cost of living

Respondents who said the cost of living was one of the most important issues facing the country were
shown a follow-up question, where they were asked to indicate why they thought the cost of living was one
of their top concerns. The list of available optionsis givenin Table 7.

The total number of respondents shown this question was 2,129. ‘Something else’ and ‘Don't know’ were
available answers.
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Table 7: List of options presented to those who indicated that the cost of living was one of the top issues
facing the UK

Possible responses

Clothing costs
Energy and utility bills
Food shop costs
Mortgage / rent costs

Transport and vehicle costs

Respondents were asked to select up to three answers from the list of reasons in Table 7.

Results in Figure 6 show the number of respondents who selected each answer among a respondent's
chosen three answers, as a percentage. The results in Figure 6 were ranked from the option selected the
most, to selected the least, based on the average response of the survey respondent, with additional

party-political voting intention breakouts displayed.

Thinking specifically about the cost of living, which of these are the most important issues?

@ Al GB Adults @ Con @Lab @ Lib Dem @ Reform @ Green

Food shop costs o
Energy and utility bills »
Mortgage / rent costs ® o o o
Transport and vehicle costs o o0

Clothing costs @@

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Figure 6: What drives voters’ concerns on the cost of living
Unsurprisingly, results clearly indicated that concerns around the cost of living were overwhelmingly

driven by the cost of the weekly shop and energy and utility bills. The cross-party consensus was
however notable: around nine in ten (30%) of respondents - of any political persuasion - who said the cost
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of living was one of the top issues facing the UK, said that food shop costs and energy/utility bills were the
most important driver of their concerns.

Measures designed to reduce the cost of the weekly shop and
energy/utility bills are likely to be universally welcomed across all voting
intention crossbreaks.

In the context of the UK-EU ‘relationship reset’, the results reinforced

the view that UK Government communications surrounding the food and
drink and energy cooperation elements of the relationship reset should
focus on their ability to reduce the price of the weekly shop and energy
costs in the UK.

Over three in five (63%) of respondents also indicated that mortgages and rent costs were one of the
top-three issues driving their concerns with the cost of living crisis. This view included a significant amount
of political variation, with over 70% of Labour Supporters choosing this option, whereas only 44% of Reform
UK Supporters did the same.

Best for Britain's report on public attitudes towards Brexit*, published in September 2025, found that over
three in five (62%) Brits thought Brexit had been a failure, with only one in ten (11%) saying it had been a
success. The notion that Brexit had been a failure was found to appeal across party lines, and that the
reasons Brexit was seen as failure were driven by views that Brexit had damaged the UK economy (57%), it
had not resulted in any opportunities (49%) and had damaged the UK’s ability to trade with the EU (45%).

Best for Britain's Brexit Report® also found that over half (56%) of people who voted Labour at the 2024
General Election would say that the UK is headed in the wrong direction, and the reason they cited most for
the UK being off track was the UK leaving the EU (61%).

Combined with the findings of previous Best for Britain analysis of public
attitudes towards Brexit, the results in Figure 6 suggest that linking the

rise of food prices and energy bills to the damage Brexit caused to the
UK economy is likely to resonate across party lines.

4 o . . .
https://www.bestforbritain.org/polling_report_brexit_opinion 2025
S https://www.bestforbritain.org/polling_report_brexit_opinion_2025
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6. The economy

Respondents who said the economy was one of the most important issues facing the country were shown a
follow-up question, where they were asked to indicate why the economy was one of their top concerns. The
list of available options is givenin Table 8.

The total number of respondents shown this question was 1,579. ‘Something else’ and ‘Don't know’ were
available answers.

Table 8: List of options presented to those who indicated that the economy was one of the top issues
facing the UK

Possible responses

High levels of government debt and borrowing
Increasing interest rates
Low economic growth
Poverty and inequality
Rising inflation

Trade barriers

Respondents were asked to select up to three answers from the list of reasons in Table 8.

Results in Figure 7 show the number of respondents who selected each answer among a respondent's
chosen three answers, as a percentage. The results in Figure 7 were ranked from the option selected the
most, to selected the least, based on the average response of the survey respondent, with additional
party-political voting intention breakouts displayed.
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Thinking specifically about the economy, which of these are the most important issues?
@ AlLGB Adults @ Con @Lab @ Lib Dem ® Reform @ Green
Rising inflation o o

Low economic growth ® ee® ©

High levels of government debt and

borrowing
Poverty and inequality ° ® ® °
Increasing interest rates ° @
Trade barriers o e o ®

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Figure 7: What drives voters’ concerns on the economy

Results indicated that concerns around the economy centred around inflation and growth, with
significant amounts of variation across party lines. Almost two thirds(65%) of respondents indicated that
rising inflation was driving their concerns about the economy, ranging from 71% of Reform UK Supporters to
half (53%) of Liberal Democrat Supporters who said the economy was one of the most important issues
facing the UK.

Low economic growth was a concern for three in five (59%) respondents who said the economy was one of
the most important issues facing the UK, led by 69% of Reform UK Supporters, through to half (50%) of
Green Supporters. Government debt and borrowing was a concern for Reform UK (78%) and Conservative
Supporters (71%) who said the economy was one of the most important issues facing the UK, but only 28%
of Green Supporters. The political differences were reversed for poverty and inequality, with 73% of Green
Supporters saying it was a driver for their economic concerns, compared to only 17% of Reform UK
Supporters who said the same.
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Measures likely to lead to a reduction in inflation and to boost economic
growth are likely to be universally welcomed across all voting intention
crossbreaks.

In the context of the UK-EU ‘relationship reset’, the results reinforced
the view that UK Government communications highlighting the positive
impact of the UK-EU relationship reset on the UK economy and inflation
are likely to be welcomed by the public, irrespective of political
persuasion.

Combined with the findings of previous Best for Britain analysis® of
public attitudes towards Brexit, the results in Figure 7 suggest that
linking the rise of inflation to the damage Brexit caused to the UK
economy is likely to resonate across party lines.

® https://www.bestforbritain.org/polling_report_brexit_opinion_2025
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Conclusions

The results of this survey demonstrate how aggregate results of the biggest issues facing the UK mask
significant differences in opinion - and areas of significant unity - when it comes to immigration and
economic issues facing voters. It also reveals the significant influence that media and political discourse
can have on public opinion, even on specific issues.

The results show that, in aggregate, voters are likely to say that immigration and asylum is the second
biggest issue facing the UK nationally. However this result is politically divisive, with Reform UK Supporters
driving the salience of the issue in opinion polls and Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party supporters
holding an almost opposite view.

Indeed results suggest the existence of two broad coalitions in British politics, as found in previous Best for
Britain studies.

On the right of British politics, Reform UK Supporters - largely composed of former ‘Leave’ supporters at the
2016 referendum, who are now having doubts about Brexit - form a coalition of voters which is driven by
opposition to immigration and asylum. In particular, they are motivated by opposition to illegal immigration
and asylum seekers being kept in hotels.

On the left of British politics, Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party supporters form a broad coalition
driven by economic factors.

Between these two coalitions, Conservative Supporters, Conservative to Labour Switchers and Reform
Curious Labour Voters display a mixture of the two behaviours: they appear persuaded by Reform UK's
anti-immigration message, but are also concerned by economic policy and the cost of living.

The cost of living, and in particular the cost of the weekly shop, the cost of energy bills and inflation are a
unifying factor across all coalitions, and across party lines.

Looking at how responses change when the question of what are ‘the most important issues facing the UK’
is reframed around the biggest issues facing people individually and their local communities reveals two
further major findings.

Firstly, the salience of immigration and asylum drops from second most prominent issue in aggregate, to
seventh. The economy, and the cost of living hold steady among the top three issues facing both the UK and
people and their communities. This drastic change in salience of immigration and asylum reveals that
concerns around immigration are driven by media and political discourse rather than personal experience.
The same cannot be said about the economy and the cost of living.

Secondly, the salience of immigration and asylum drops most drastically among Conservative to Labour

Switchers, Conservative Supporters, and Reform Curious Labour Voters - some of the voter groups that will
hold significant sway on the outcome of the next General Election.
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The results therefore suggest that UK Government policy and communications focussing on immigration
and asylum - without tangible progress on addressing the issues of those concerned with immigration and
asylum - were more likely to drive right-of-centre voters, including Conservative to Labour Switchers, away
from Labour, while also coming at the expense of the continued support of left-of-centre voters.

In the context of the UK-EU Strategic Partnership (relationship reset’), the finding that opposition to
immigration and asylum centers around illegal immigration even among Reform UK Supporters, should
reassure negotiators that the planned UK-EU Youth Experience Scheme will continue to enjoy the high
levels of public support detected in previous Best for Britain public opinion surveys’.

The results also strongly suggest that UK Government policy and communications focussing on tackling the
cost of living and improving the economy will resonate with more voters irrespective of their political
persuasion.

Combined with the findings of previous Best for Britain analysis of public attitudes towards Brexit®, which
found that Brexit is seen as a substantial policy failure due to its damage to the UK economy, this data
suggests that publicly linking the rise of food prices, energy bills and inflation to the damage Brexit caused
to the UK economy is likely to resonate across party lines.

Given the UK Government's ambition to negotiate new trade deals on food and drink (Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Deal), and energy cooperation with the EU to drive down food prices and energy bills
respectively, the results of the survey demonstrates the unifying nature of concerns surrounding the cost of
living and the economy. It reinforces the notion that linking the economic damage caused by Brexit to UK
Government fiscal policy, and its approach to the EU, is likely to resonate across party lines and provide
consistency with regards to the UK Government’s approach to the UK economy.

8
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