
 

 

 

The Brexit Report 
Public attitudes towards Brexit ahead of the 
2025 Budget  

October 2025 
 

A Best for Britain Report 

By Tom Brufatto​
and Joshua Edwicker 

 



A CLOSER RELATIONSHIP WITH EUROPE is BEST for BRITAIN 

Best for Britain 

We are the researchers, data 
scientists, strategists, and activists, 
fixing the problems Britain faces after 
Brexit. 

We conduct polling to help politicians lead 
debate, not follow it. 

We design policy for whoever is in 
government, today or tomorrow. 

And we give voters the tools to speak to, 
and persuade, those in power. 

We believe that when we change minds we 
change politics for the better. 

And that all of this is Best for Britain. 

Authors 

​
Tom Brufatto​

Executive Director of ​
Policy and Research 

 

​
Joshua Edwicker​

Content Officer 

 

 

 
1/34 



A CLOSER RELATIONSHIP WITH EUROPE is BEST for BRITAIN 

Executive Summary 

This report presents the first set of results and key findings of a comprehensive public opinion survey of 
4,368 adults carried out by YouGov on behalf of Best for Britain between 5th - 10th September 2025. The 
reported findings provide an in-depth assessment of public attitudes towards ‘Brexit’, building on previous 
Best for Britain research which focused on public attitudes towards UK-EU relations and policy 
commitments made at the first UK-EU Summit of 19 May 2025.  

The survey asked whether people viewed Brexit as a success, or a failure, and explored their motivations for 
thinking Brexit has been a failure. The survey also explored how views on Brexit are affecting people’s 
perceptions of whether the UK is headed in the right or wrong direction, and which emotions Brexit elicits 
from people. Throughout, we explored how views on Brexit are affecting the supporter bases of the UK’s 
main Westminster political parties, and how perceptions of Brexit are shaping electoral politics.   

The findings suggest that despite Reform UK’s surge in popularity, the view that Brexit has been more of a 
failure has increased in support across the supporter bases of all main Westminster parties, compared to 
the views of their voters at the 2024 General Election.  

When prompted, opposition to Brexit unites Labour, Liberal Democrats and Green Party supporters, drawing 
strong feelings of anger and frustration across the entire left-of-centre of British politics. When asked why 
they think Brexit has been a failure, the economy, lack of opportunities it created, and trade disruption are 
the most common reasons given among these groups. They are also likely to single out Brexit as the main 
reason the UK is headed in the wrong direction. Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party supporters 
continue to share almost identical views when it comes to Brexit, and continue to behave as a distinct 
pro-European voting bloc, split between three parties. Among Labour, Liberal Democrats and Green Party 
supporters, opposition to Brexit is a more powerful unifying force than the rise of Reform UK. Crucially for 
the UK Government, this is also the case among Conservative to Labour Switchers, and the small number of 
Labour voters now minded to back Reform UK.  

Brexit no longer appears to be the focus of the Conservatives and Reform UK’s voter base. It appears far less 
emotive than it is to Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green supporters. Indeed, the consolidation of the UK’s 
remaining pro-Brexit voting bloc around Reform UK has resulted in a significant change in the Conservative 
Party’s supporter base, which now appears sceptical about Brexit. Conservatives are now twice as likely to 
say Brexit has been a failure than to say it has been a success, with more of them likely to say it has been 
neither, than to say it has been a success. The main reasons Conservatives cite for Brexit having been a 
failure are the impact it has had on the economy, and disruption to the UK’s trade with the EU. When asked 
about how Brexit makes them feel, Conservative supporters are likely to say they don’t know, followed by a 
mixture of positive and negative emotions. 

The question of whether Brexit has been a success or failure splits Reform UK supporters three ways 
between those who think it has been a failure, those who say it has been a success, and those who think it 
has been neither. The most common emotion Brexit elicits among Reform UK supporters is happiness, but 
only slightly fewer say they ‘don’t know’, highlighting the notable amount of hesitation now present among 
former Leave supporters.  
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Headline findings 

 ●​ Three in five (62%) of Brits say that Brexit has been more of a failure 
than a success. 

●​ Two thirds (64%) of Conservative to Labour Switchers, as well as two 
thirds (64%) of Reform Curious Labour Voters said Brexit had been more 
of a failure than a success. 

●​ Current Conservative Supporters are most likely to say Brexit has been a 
failure (46%), followed by neither a success nor a failure (26%). 

●​ Reform UK Supporters are split three ways: failure (33%), neither (33%), 
success  (28%). 

●​ Over half (57%) of voters who think Brexit has been a failure identify the 
damage it has caused to the UK economy as one of the main reasons 
why.  

●​ Seven in ten (69%) Brits who thought Brexit had been a failure, identified 
Nigel Farage as one of the main people responsible - more than double 
any other current party leader, and ahead of former Prime Minister 
Theresa May. 

●​ Only one in five (21%) voters who backed Labour at the last election 
responded saying the UK is headed in the right direction.  

●​ According to Labour and Liberal Democrat Supporters who thought the 
UK is off track, the most cited reason for the UK being headed in the 
wrong direction was Britain leaving the EU. According to Green Party 
Supporters, Britain leaving the EU is the joint-top reason for the UK 
heading in the wrong direction, alongside the rise of Reform UK. 

●​ The UK leaving the EU was also cited by two in five (40%) Conservative 
to Labour switchers who thought the UK was off track, and over a third 
(35%) of Labour voters now considering voting Reform UK who thought 
the UK was headed in the wrong direction.  
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1.​ Methodology 

This report details the findings of Best for Britain’s work evaluating public opinion towards Brexit,  building 
on previous Best for Britain research which focused on public attitudes towards UK-EU relations and policy 
commitments made at the first UK-EU Summit on 19 May 2025. The report contains analysis of one public 
opinion survey, carried out by YouGov on behalf of Best for Britain.  

The survey was conducted using an online interview of members of the YouGov Plc GB panel of 400,000+ 
individuals who have agreed to take part in surveys. An email was sent to panellists selected at random from 
the base sample according to the sample definition, inviting them to take part in the survey and providing a 
link to the survey. YouGov Plc normally achieves a response rate of approximately 20% depending on the 
subject matter, complexity and length of the questionnaire. The responding sample was weighted to the 
profile of the sample definition to provide a representative reporting sample. The profile is normally derived 
from census data or, if not available from the census, from industry accepted data. 

The survey presented in this report included a total sample size of 4,368 adults. Fieldwork was undertaken 
between 5th - 10th September 2025.  The survey was carried out online. The figures have been weighted and 
are representative of all GB adults (aged 18+)1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Data tables published by YouGov: 
https://d3nkl3psvxxpe9.cloudfront.net/documents/BestForBritain_ConferencePolling_September2025_Tables_W.pdf  
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2.​ Nomenclature 
Throughout this report, when referring to results disaggregated by how respondents voted at the 2024 
General Election, these are termed ‘Voters’ of that party. For example, respondents who voted for the 
Conservative Party at the 2024 General Election are therefore referred to as ‘Conservative Voters’. 

Where results are analysed based on respondents voting intention at the time the survey was conducted, 
these are termed ‘Supporters’ of that party. For example, respondents who said they would vote for the 
Labour Party if an election were held tomorrow are referred to as ‘Labour Supporters’. 

Respondents who voted for the Conservative Party at the 2019 General Election and voted Labour at the 
2024 General Election are referred to as ‘Conservative to Labour Switchers’.  

Respondents who said they had voted Labour at the 2024 General Election but intend to vote Reform UK 
were not numerous enough (94 unweighted respondents, or 88 weighted) to produce a statistically 
significant sample. For this reason, the segment of voters who voted Labour in 2024 and say they intend to 
vote Reform UK were grouped with Labour 2024 voters who, asked if they would consider voting Reform UK 
on a scale of 0-10 (where 10 is certain to vote Reform UK), answered 6 and above. Throughout the report, this 
group of voters is termed ‘Reform Curious Labour Voters’, and the unweighted sample size was 133, or 126 
weighted. 
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3.​ Public attitudes towards Brexit 

As part of this study, we sought to understand how the public now views Brexit, and dive deep into the 
motivations driving public sentiment towards Britain’s decision to leave the EU, in the wake of the May 2025 
UK-EU Summit. 

We asked respondents to indicate whether they thought Brexit had been more of a success, or a failure, and 
followed up with those who said they thought it had been a failure, to tell us why they thought so. 

So far, do you think Brexit has been more of a success, or more of a failure for the UK? 

 

Figure 1: Views as to whether Brexit has been a failure or success, disaggregated by voting intention in 
September 2025 

 On average, over three in five (62%) Brits would say that Brexit has been 
more of a failure, compared to only one in ten (11%) who would say it has 
been more of a success. Respondents were also more likely to say that 
Brexit has been neither a failure nor a success (19%), than they are to 
say it has been a success (11%).  

 
The results in Figure 1 also indicated that views on whether Brexit has been a failure or a success varied 
significantly according to voting intention. 
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3.1.​ Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party Supporters 

Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party Supporters were analysed as a single group, due to their almost 
indiscernible views on Brexit - something which has been evident in previous Best for Britain analysis2, as 
applied to EU relations and related policy areas.  

In September 2025, Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party Supporters were overwhelmingly of the 
opinion that Brexit has been a failure, with over four in five Labour (86%) and Liberal Democrat (88%) 
Supporters saying so, alongside nine in ten (90%) Green Party Supporters.  

Each party’s voters at the 2024 General Election held similar views, with 85% of Labour Voters, 80% of 
Liberal Democrat Voters and 86% of Green Party Voters saying that Brexit had been more of a failure. The 
changes in views between each of the party’s supporter bases and voter bases are given in Table 1. 

Table 1: Changes in views on whether Brexit has been a failure among  Labour, Liberal Democrat and 
Green Party Supporters in September 2025 and the parties' respective voter bases at the General 

Election in 2024 (%) 

 
The changes in views within the Labour Party’s supporter base in Table 1 were due to statistical margin of 
error, while the changes within the Green Party’s supporter base were not found to be statistically 
significant.  

The changes within the Liberal Democrats’ supporter base however were notable, and could have arisen due 
to changes in attitude towards Brexit within a party’s existing base. However, it was deemed more likely that 
the changes in views within the Liberal Democrats’ supporter base were due to changes in the makeup of 
the party’s supporter base.  

 The results of this survey supported the notion that the pro-European 
voter base in the UK continues to behave as a bloc of voters with unified 
views on Brexit, split between Labour, the Liberal Democrats and the 
Green Party. 

2 https://www.bestforbritain.org/polling_report_public_attitudes_towards_2025_uk-eu_summit  
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Sept 25- GE2024 
Lab Lib Dem Green 

More of a success 0 -4 0 
More of a failure 1 8 4 

Neither -1 -3 -6 
Don't know 0 0 0 

https://www.bestforbritain.org/polling_report_public_attitudes_towards_2025_uk-eu_summit
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Comparison of the responses given by Remain supporters at the 2016 referendum and Labour, Liberal 
Democrat and Green Party supporters in Table 2 shows the similarity in their views across these groups.  

Table 2: Comparison of answers to the question of whether Brexit has been a success or a failure 
between Remain supporters at the 2016 referendum, and Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party 

Supporters in September 2025 (%) 

 
Results in Table 2 reinforce the view that the supporter bases of Labour, Liberal Democrats and Green Party 
are largely composed of people who voted in favour of the UK’s continued EU membership at the 2016 
referendum.  

 Crucially for the UK Government, two thirds (64%) of Conservative to 
Labour Switchers, as well as two thirds (64%) of Reform Curious 
Labour Voters said Brexit had been more of a failure. 

 
This result placed the views of both Con-Lab Switchers, and Reform Curious Labour Voters in line with the 
GB adult average response. 

3.2.​ Conservative Supporters 

 Current Conservative Supporters were found to be most likely to say 
Brexit has been a failure (46%), followed by neither a success nor a 
failure (26%), with only 22% saying Brexit has been more of a success.  

 
Considering Brexit has been a flagship Conservative Party policy since the Referendum in 2016, and is  
widely credited with sweeping Boris Johnson to power in 2019, these findings suggest a significant change 
in opinion with regards to Brexit within the Conservative Party supporter base.  

The results do not immediately mean there has been a change in opinion with regards to Brexit within 
Conservative-minded Brits. It is more likely that these results reflect a change in the makeup of the 

 
9/34 

 Lab Lib Dem Green Remain 
More of a success 3 2 2 2 

More of a failure 86 88 90 87 
Neither 7 7 4 8 

Don't know 4 3 3 3 
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Conservative Supporter base, as a result of Brexit-supporting Conservatives switching their support from 
the Conservative Party to Reform UK.  

Table 3: Changes in views on whether Brexit has been a failure or a success among  Conservative 
Supporters in September 2025 and people who voted Conservative at the General Election in 2024 (%) 

 
Table 3 shows that comparing Conservative Supporters’ views to those of Conservative Voters at the 
General Election in 2024, there has been an increase (+8%) in the proportion of Conservative Supporters 
saying Brexit has been a failure, a small decrease (-6%) in the proportion who would say it has been neither a 
success nor a failure, and almost no change (-2%)  in the number who say it has been a success. 

The changes presented in Table 3, could be due to changes in attitude towards Brexit within a party’s 
existing base, but are more likely to be driven by changes in the makeup of the supporter base. The increase 
in proportion of Conservative Supporters who say Brexit has been more of a failure is likely due to 
Conservatives Voters at the last election who think Brexit has been a success (or neither a success nor a 
failure) switching their support away from the Conservatives to Reform UK.  

The results show a marked change in outlook towards Brexit within the Conservatives’ supporter base 
since the General Election.   

3.3.​ Reform UK Supporters 

 The question of whether Brexit has been a failure or a success was 
found to split Reform UK Supporters three ways, with one third saying it 
has been more of a failure (33%), a further third (33%) saying it has 
been neither, and a final third (28%) saying it has been more of a 
success.  

 
That Reform UK supporters do not have a unified view of whether Brexit has been a success or a failure is a 
significant finding. This is of particular importance in light of the UK Government seeking to improve 
relations with the EU, and ahead of any Parliamentary debate over the implementation of agreements 
reached between the UK and EU across numerous policy areas.  
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 Con VI Con 24 Con VI - Con 24 

More of a success 22 24 -2 
More of a failure 46 38 +8 

Neither 26 32 -6 
Don't know 6 6 0 
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Table 4: Changes in views on whether Brexit has been a failure or a success among  Reform UK 
Supporters in September 2025 and people who voted Reform UK at the General Election in 2024 (%) 

 
As was the case with Conservative Supporters, Table 4 showed that since the General Election in 2024, 
there has been an increase (+8%) in the proportion of Reform UK Supporters saying Brexit has been a failure, 
a small decrease (-4%) in the number who say it has been a success, and and almost no change (-2%) in the 
proportion who would say it has been neither a success nor a failure.  

Once again, the changes in Table 4 could be due to both changes in view among Reform UK’s supporter base, 
or due to changes in the makeup of Reform UK’s supporter base.  

 The results of the survey reinforce the view that Reform UK’s growth in 
support since the 2024 General Election is due to Reform UK 
successfully consolidating the support of the UK’s pro-Brexit bloc of 
voters.   

 
Comparison of the responses given by Leave supporters at the 2016 referendum and Reform UK supporters 
in Table 5 shows the similarity in their views.   

Table 5: Comparison of answers to the question of whether Brexit has been a success or a failure 
between Leave supporters at the 2016 referendum, and Reform UK Supporters in September 2025 (%) 

Results in Table 5 suggest that Reform UK’s supporter base is largely composed of people who supported 
the UK leaving the EU at the 2016 referendum, and that over a third (35%) of Leave supporters at the 2016 
referendum now think Brexit has been more of a failure. Only 25% of Leave supporters would say that Brexit 
has been a success.  
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 Reform VI Reform 24 Reform VI - 24 

More of a success 28 32 -4 
More of a failure 33 25 +8 

Neither 33 35 -2 
Don't know 7 8 -1 

 Reform UK Leave 
More of a success 28 25 

More of a failure 33 35 
Neither 33 32 

Don't know 7 8 
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 Among the supporter bases of all political parties however, there has 
been a small increase in the number of people saying Brexit has been 
more of a failure, compared to the views of their voters at the last 
General Election. This is particularly true for the supporter bases of the 
Conservatives, Reform UK and the Liberal Democrats.  

 
4.​ The reasons Brexit is seen as a failure 

Respondents who said Brexit had been more of a failure were given a follow-up question, in which they were 
asked to select up to five options from a list of 13 potential reasons why Brexit had been a failure.  

The list of options is given in Table 6, and was devised to capture as many politically and economically 
consequential reasons why Brexit might be seen as a failure by respondents. The range of options 
presented sought to capture as much breadth of political opinion as possible, based on the expectation that 
views as to ‘why’ Brexit might be seen as a failure would vary significantly based on political opinion and 
general world view. This question was shown to 2,718 respondents. ‘Something else’ and ‘Don't know’ were 
available answers.  

Table 6: List of options as to why Brexit is seen as a failure presented to respondents who said they 
thought Brexit had been more of a failure 
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Possible responses 

It damaged our ability to trade with Europe 

It damaged our relationship with other European countries 

It damaged the UK economy 

It did not result in any opportunities, such as extra NHS funding 

It divided the country 

It increased immigration in general 

It made bills go up in the UK 

It made it more difficult to live and work in Europe 

It made it more difficult to travel to Europe 

It made the UK weaker 

It reduced the number of jobs in the UK 

It’s made it harder to tackle illegal immigration 

It’s made the UK more isolated on the world stage 

Something else 

Don’t know 
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Respondents were asked to select up to five answers from the list of reasons in Table 6.  

Results in Figure 2 show the number of times each answer was selected among a respondent's chosen five 
answers, as a percentage of all answers received. The results in Figure 2 were ranked from the reason 
selected the most, to selected the least, based on the average response of the survey respondent, with 
additional party-political voting intention breakouts displayed. 

Only 3% of respondents selected ‘Something else’ as one of their five responses, and 2% selected ‘Don’t 
Know’, suggesting that the provided list of options captured respondent’s views of likely reasons adequately.  

Which of the following, if any, best describe why you feel Brexit has been more of a failure? 

Figure 2: Why people think Brexit has been more of a failure 

 Results showed that a clear majority (57%) of voters who think Brexit 
has been a failure would say so because of the damage it has caused to 
the UK economy.  

 
The findings reinforce previous Best for Britain research, which identified a similar sentiment across the 
wider population. In April 2025, Best for Britain research found that 48% of all GB adults thought a closer 
relationship with the EU would have a positive impact on the UK economy, and economic growth3.  

3 https://www.bestforbritain.org/polling_report_public_attitudes_towards_2025_uk-eu_summit  
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 Among Labour Supporters who think Brexit has been a failure, over two 
thirds (69%) say Brexit has been a failure because it damaged the UK 
economy. This view was shared by half (51%) of Conservative 
Supporters who say Brexit has been a failure, a majority (53%) of 
Con-Lab Switchers who think Brexit has failed, and almost two in five 
(37%) Reform UK Supporters who think Brexit has been a failure. 

 
Brexit not resulting in any opportunities, such as extra funding for the NHS, was the second most cited 
reason, with around half of respondents who think Brexit has been a failure (49%) choosing this option. Over 
half of Liberal Democrat (52%), Labour (53%) and Green Party (58%) Supporters who think Brexit has been a 
failure cited this reason, as did 37% of Conservative Supporters who thought the same, and around a third 
(32%) of Reform UK Supporters who similarly think Brexit has been a failure.   

People who switched their vote from the Conservatives to Labour at the last election and thought Brexit 
has been a failure were the most likely to select the damage Brexit has done to our trade with Europe as 
one of the top reasons Brexit has been a failure, with 54% choosing this option. They were joined by half 
(50%) of people who say they intend to vote Conservative at the next election, and around a third (32%) of 
Reform UK Supporters who thought Brexit had been a failure.  

 Among Reform UK Supporters who thought Brexit had been a failure, 
the most cited reasons were Brexit having made it more difficult to 
tackle illegal immigration (45%), increased immigration in general 
(41%), and Brexit damaging the UK economy (37%).  

 
Once more, Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party Supporters gave similar answers across all options 
presented to them - with little variation among responses across their supporters in September 2025 and 
their voters at the 2024 General Election. This again reinforced the notion of Labour, Liberal Democrat and 
Green Party Supporters behaving as a unified anti-Brexit bloc spread across three parties.  

Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party Supporters were also the largest element of the sample, meaning 
they influenced the overall result more than Conservative and Reform UK Supporters.  

The top three reasons for Brexit having been a failure according to Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green 
Party Supporters were: it damaged the UK economy, it did not result in any opportunities, and that it 
damaged our ability to trade with Europe.  

The top three reasons given by any segment are listed in Table 7. 
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Table 7: Top reasons why Brexit has been a failure, voting intention in September 2025 

 

 The results show that irrespective of party support, among those who 
thought Brexit had been a failure, Brexit damaging the UK economy was 
of the top three most cited reasons. Discussing how Brexit has 
damaged the UK economy is therefore a message likely to resonate 
with people who think Brexit has been a failure, irrespective of their 
voting intention.   

 
Discussing how Brexit has negatively affected trade with the EU will similarly reach people who think Brexit 
has been more of a failure across party lines, with exception of Reform UK Supporters.  

 Messages around the impact of Brexit on trade with the EU will be of 
particular importance to reaching Conservative to Labour Switchers, as 
it is the most popular reason for believing Brexit has been a failure for 
this voter group.  

 
The reasons given by Reform UK supporters in Table 7 capture the well documented preoccupation of 
Reform UK supporters with immigration, and the strong link between support for Brexit and opposition to 
immigration, both legal and illegal.  

Though more research will be required to determine message effectiveness, results in Table 7 hint at a core 
Reform UK and pro-Brexit audience being amenable to an inversion of two headline pro-Brexit arguments - 
Brexit itself, and immigration.  
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 Lab, LD, Grn Con19-Lab24  Con Ref Lab24-Ref25 
First Economy Trade Economy Illegal Immigration Trade 

Second Lack of opportunities Economy Trade Legal Immigration Illegal Immigration 

Third Trade Lack of opportunities EU relations Economy Economy 
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5.​ Who the public blames for Brexit being a failure 

We then sought to understand ‘who’ the public blames for Brexit being a failure.  

Respondents who said Brexit had been more of a failure were asked a further follow-up question, where we 
presented them with a list of all Prime Ministers from David Cameron onwards, and other prominent 
Westminster party leaders, past and present.  

For each name shown, respondents were asked to pick an answer ranging from ‘Very responsible’, 
‘Somewhat responsible’, ‘Not very responsible’ through to ‘Not responsible’ at all. ‘Don’t know’ was an 
available answer. 

The range of names presented is given in Table 8, and sought to capture as much breadth of political opinion 
as possible, based on the expectation that views as to ‘who’ might be seen as responsible for Brexit being a 
failure would vary significantly based on political opinion.  

This question was shown to 2,718 respondents. 

Table 8: Prime Ministers and leading politicians shown to people who thought Brexit had been more of a 
failure.  
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Possible responses 
Boris Johnson 

David Cameron 

Ed Davey 

Jeremy Corbyn 

Keir Starmer 

Kemi Badenoch 

Liz Truss 

Nigel Farage 

Rishi Sunak 

Theresa May 
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And how responsible, if at all, do you think the following have been for Brexit being more of a failure for 
the UK? 

Figure 3: Who people blame for Brexit being a failure  

In order of appearance, results in Figure 3 showed that a significant majority of people who thought Brexit 
had been a failure placed the blame at Boris Johnson’s and David Cameron’s doors. In aggregate, four in five 
(80%) pointed the finger at Boris Johnson and around three quarters (74%) blamed David Cameron.  

Both Boris Johonson and David Cameron drew blame from across the political spectrum, with over seven in 
ten (72%) Reform UK Supporters who thought Brexit had been a failure saying that Boris Johnson was 
responsible, alongside over two thirds (68%) of Conservative Supporters who thought the same. David 
Cameron was similarly blamed by over three in five (62%) of Conservative Supporters who thought Brexit 
had been a failure, and again, seven in ten (72%) like-minded Reform UK supporters.  

 Seven in ten (69%) Brits who thought Brexit had been a failure, held 
Nigel Farage responsible - more than double any other current party 
leader, and ahead of former Prime Minister Theresa May. 

 
Furthermore, a majority of respondents (53%) who thought Brexit had been a failure identified Nigel Farage 
as being ‘Very responsible’ with only 16% saying he was ‘Somewhat responsible’.  
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Unsurprisingly, Nigel Farage was overwhelmingly blamed for Brexit being a failure by Labour and Liberal 
Democrat Supporters who think Brexit has been a failure, with just under nine in ten (87%) saying he is to 
blame. They were joined by over four in five (82%) Green Party Supporters who think Brexit has been a 
failure, and a majority (58%) of like-minded current Conservative Supporters. The results in Figure 3 also 
revealed that current Conservative Supporters who think Brexit has been a failure are more likely to blame 
Nigel Farage (58%), than they are to blame Keir Starmer (49%).  

 Crucially for the UK Government, Nigel Farage was blamed for Brexit 
having been a failure by over two thirds (68%) of Conservative to 
Labour Switchers who think Brexit has been a failure. The same was 
true for half (51%) of people who voted Labour in 2024 and are now 
considering voting Reform UK who also think Brexit has been a failure.  

 
Over a third (35%) of people who thought Brexit has been a failure and who currently support Reform UK, 
thought that Nigel Farage was responsible for Brexit being a failure. Results in Figure 3 also revealed that 
Nigel Farage was the only current party leader to be held responsible for Brexit being a failure by a majority 
of those who think Brexit has been a failure.  
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6.​ The UK’s direction of travel 

We sought to understand the main drivers behind the widely acknowledged feeling that the UK is ‘in decline’. 
As part of this question, we wanted to establish if Brexit was playing a role, and if so, how much. 

Firstly, we asked the public to indicate whether they thought the UK was headed in the right or wrong 
direction in general.  

We then asked those who thought the UK was headed in the wrong direction two follow-up questions: one 
asking them to identify which event or policy decision they thought was most to blame, and a separate 
question to identify which group of people or organisation they held responsible.  

Do you think things in the UK are heading in the right direction or the wrong direction? 

Figure 4: The UK’s direction of travel, according to voting intention in September 2025. 

As reported in Figure 4, almost three quarters (72%) of the British public said that the UK was heading in 
the wrong direction in September 2025, with fewer than one in ten (9%) saying it was heading in the right 
direction.  

Beneath the headline results however, answers broadly broke according to party-political voting intention. 
Reform UK and Conservative Supporters were overwhelmingly likely to say that the UK is off track, with 94% 
and 86% of them saying so respectively. They were followed closely by Green Party and Liberal Democrat 
Supporters, with 79% and 68% of them saying so, respectively. 

As expected, Labour Supporters were most likely to say that the UK was headed in the right direction 
(44%), though a significant proportion of them - around a third (32%) - said the UK was off track.  
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It is not unusual for the results of questions closely related to government performance, such as the 
question discussed here, to break according to party lines. However, almost three quarters of respondents 
saying the UK is off track, including a third of people currently intending to vote Labour, is a significant 
finding.   

 Examination of Labour’s 2024 general electoral coalition revealed 
deeper-seated dissatisfaction with the UK’s direction of travel, with 
over half (56%) of Labour’s voters at the 2024 General Election likely to 
say the UK is headed in the wrong direction. Only one in five (21%) 
voters who backed Labour at the last election would say the UK is 
headed in the right direction.  

 
The dissatisfaction was even more pronounced among people who voted Conservative in 2019, and 
switched to Labour in 2024, sweeping Labour to power. Two thirds (66%) of Conservative to Labour 
Switchers considered the UK to be headed in the wrong direction in September 2025. 

6.1.​ What the public blames for the UK being off track 

Respondents who said that the UK was headed in the wrong direction, were asked to indicate which events 
had, in their view, contributed most to the UK heading in the wrong direction, from a list of 17 options.  

The list of possible options is given in Table 9, and was devised in order to capture as many politically 
consequential events to have affected the UK as practical.  

The range of options presented sought to capture as much breadth of political opinion as possible, based on 
the expectation that views as to ‘why’ the UK might be off track would vary significantly based on political 
opinion and general world view.  

This question was shown to 3,147 respondents. ‘Something else’ and ‘Don't know’ were available answers.  
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Table 9: List of events shown to respondents who said the UK was headed in the wrong direction 

Respondents were asked to select up to five answers from the list of events in Table 9, with results showing 
the number of times each answer was selected among a respondent's chosen five answers, as a percentage 
of all answers received.  

The results in Figure 5 showed responses that were selected as one of the five events that have contributed 
most to the UK being off track in over 10% of responses, according to party-political voting intention. 
Results in Figure 5 were ranked from having contributed most, to contributing least, based on the average 
response of the survey respondent. 

Only 5% of respondents selected ‘Something else’ as one of their five responses, and 4% selected ‘Don’t 
Know’, suggesting that the provided list of options adequately spanned respondents’ differing views of likely 
contributing events.  
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Possible Responses 

Austerity measures and spending cuts introduced by the Coalition government after the 2008 Financial Crash 

Britain leaving the EU / The Brexit Referendum 

Climate change 

Globalisation in general 

Policies promoting equality, diversity and inclusion (EDI) 

Policies promoting political correctness 

Privatisation of the UK’s public services 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 

The ‘mini budget’ announced by the Liz Truss government in October 2022 

The Covid-19 pandemic 

The de-industrialisation of the UK economy 

The introduction of Net Zero targets 

The Labour Government coming into power in 2024 

The rise of Reform UK 

The UK bailing out the banks after the 2008 Financial Crash 

The UK joining the European Economic Community (EEC later the EU) in 1973 

UK immigration policy 

Something else 

Don’t know 
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Which of these events, if any, do you think contributed MOST to the UK heading in the wrong direction? 

Figure 5: Events that people blame for the UK  heading in the wrong direction 

Results in Figure 5 showed that UK immigration policy was the response most likely to be identified as 
having contributed most to the UK heading in the wrong direction on average, by people who thought the 
UK was off track. Almost half (48%) of respondents who thought the UK was off track blamed UK 
immigration policy, followed by Labour coming to power in 2024 (40%).   

However, as expected, results differed significantly based on political outlook across most answers. UK 
immigration policy and the Labour Government coming to power were lifted to the top of the list of reasons 
why the UK is off track predominantly by Reform UK and (to a much lesser extent) Conservative Supporters 
who thought the UK was headed in the wrong direction. Both these groups also held significant sway over 
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the overall results to either followup question, as 94% of Reform UK Supporters and 86% of Conservative 
Supporters had indicated they thought the UK was headed in the wrong direction in the previous question.  

According to Reform UK supporters who think the UK is off track, the UK is mainly headed in the wrong 
direction because of UK immigration policy, with 77% selecting this option in their five possible answers. 
Other than immigration, the remaining reasons cited by Reform UK Supporters who thought the UK is off 
course were: Labour coming to power (selected by 65% of them), the introduction of Net Zero targets (43%), 
policies promoting political correctness (35%) and policies promoting Equality, Diversity and Inclusion 
(24%). 

According to Conservative Supporters who said the UK was off course, the top reason cited was Labour 
coming to power, with 70% of them selecting this option. After Labour coming to power, Conservative 
Supporters who thought the UK was headed in the wrong direction cited: UK immigration policy (chosen by 
50%), the Covid-19 pandemic (30%), Britain leaving the EU (28%) and policies promoting political 
correctness (27%). 

 According to Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party Supporters 
who thought the UK is off track, the most cited reason for the UK being 
headed in the wrong direction was Britain leaving the EU. Together, 
these three voter groups elevated the issue to being the third most 
cited reason for the UK being off course on average. 

 
According to Labour and Liberal Democrat Supporters who think the UK is headed in the wrong direction, 
the events most blamed for the UK being off course were Britain leaving the EU (selected by over two 
thirds, 69% and 74% respectively), the rise of Reform UK (selected by 55%, and 61% respectively), and the 
privatisation of the UK’s public services (selected by 37% and 39% respectively).  

According to Green Party Supporters who thought the UK was off course, Britain leaving the EU is the 
joint-top reason for the UK heading in the wrong direction, alongside the rise of Reform UK (both at 69%), 
followed by privatisation of the UK’s public services, cited by 52% of them.  

Conversely, UK immigration policy was cited as one of the top reasons the UK is headed in the wrong 
direction by fewer than a quarter of Labour (23%), Liberal Democrat (24%) and Green Party (19%) Supporters 
who thought the UK was off course.  

On average, according to those who thought the UK is headed in the wrong direction, Britain leaving the EU 
is blamed ahead of the rise of Reform UK (selected by 26%) and the privatisation of public services (selected 
by 25%). Britain leaving the EU was seen as a bigger factor for the UK heading in the wrong direction 
compared to the Covid-19 pandemic (selected by 24%), the de-industrialisation of the UK economy (selected 
by 19%), Liz Truss’s mini-budget of 2022 (selected by 15%), and austerity measures introduced in the wake of 
the 2008 financial crash (selected by 15%).  
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Among Labour’s voter coalition at the 2024 General Election, the most cited reason for the UK being off 
track was Britain leaving the EU.  

Reasons why people say the UK is heading in the wrong direction 

Figure 6: Reasons the UK is headed in the wrong direction, ranked according to Labour 2024 voters 

 When asked why the UK is heading in the wrong direction, people who 
voted Labour at the last election and thought the UK was off track were 
most likely to say it was because of Brexit. Over three in five (61%) 
Labour Voters who thought the UK was off course picked Britain leaving 
the EU as one of the five top reasons the UK is heading in the wrong 
direction - the most popular reason by a significant margin (13%).  
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 The UK leaving the EU was also cited by two in five (40%) Conservative 
to Labour switchers who thought the UK was off track, and over a third 
(35%) of Labour voters now considering voting Reform UK who thought 
the UK was headed in the wrong direction.  

 
Almost half (48%) of Labour Voters at the last election also blamed the rise of Reform UK for the UK heading 
in the wrong direction, and the privatisation of public services (38%). By comparison, only a third (33%) of 
people who voted Labour in 2024 and thought the UK was off course said UK immigration policy was one of 
their five top reasons the UK is heading in the wrong direction.  

One quarter (26%) of Labour Voters who thought the UK was off course blamed the Covid-19 pandemic and 
the same amount blamed austerity measures in the wake of the 2008 financial crash as one of the reasons 
the UK is heading in the wrong direction. 

Among Conservative to Labour Switchers who thought the UK was off track, the most cited reason for the 
UK being off course was UK immigration policy (selected by 55%), followed by Labour coming to power in 
2024 (selected by 43%), and finally Britain leaving the EU (selected by 40%). 

6.2.​ Who the public blames for the UK being off track 

Respondents who said the UK was headed in the wrong direction were also asked to indicate which people, 
groups of people or organisations they thought had contributed most to UK heading in the wrong direction, 
from a list of 16 options.  

The list of possible options presented to respondents is given in Table 10, and was devised in order to 
capture as many people and organisations likely to be seen as holding significant agency, or likely to be 
blamed, for the UK heading in the wrong direction.  

The range of options presented sought to capture as much breadth of political opinion as possible, based on 
the expectation that views as to ‘who’ is responsible for the UK being off track would vary significantly based 
on political opinion and general world view.  

This question was shown to 3,147 respondents. ‘None of these’ and ‘Don't know’ were available answers. 
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Table 10: List of people and organisations shown to respondents who said the UK was headed in the 
wrong direction  

Respondents were asked to select up to five answers from the list of events in Table 10, with results showing 
the number of times each answer was selected among a respondent's chosen five answers, as a percentage 
of all answers received.  

Figure 5 shows responses that were selected as one of the five groups of people, or organisations that have 
contributed most to the UK being off track, according to party-political voting intention. Results in Figure 5 
were ranked from contributing most, to contributing least, based on the aggregate average response.  

Only 1% of respondents selected ‘None of the above’ as one of their five responses, and 5% selected ‘Don’t 
Know’, suggesting that the provided list of options adequately captured respondents’ views of likely 
contributing people, or organisations 
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Possible responses 

Big banks 

Big supermarket chains 

Donald Trump 

Illegal immigrants 

Large businesses generally 

Large energy companies 

Legal immigrants 

Local government (such as your city/county council) 

Previous UK Governments 

Reform UK 

Small and medium sized businesses 

Social media companies 

The Civil Service 

The current UK Government 

The media 

Water companies 

None of these 

Don’t know 



A CLOSER RELATIONSHIP WITH EUROPE is BEST for BRITAIN 

Which of these people, groups, or organisations, if any, do you think is currently contributing MOST to the 
UK heading in the wrong direction? 

Figure 5: Which groups of people, or organisations, people blamed for the UK being off track 

Unsurprisingly,  among those who thought the UK was off course, the current UK Government bore the brunt 
of respondents’ blame, with over three in five (63%) respondents saying so in aggregate. As expected, 
results were heavily influenced by party-political support, with much of the blame for the current UK 
Government coming from Conservative (83%) and Reform UK (82%) Supporters who said the UK was off 
track.  

This view was shared by those who thought the UK was headed in the wrong direction and who voted 
Conservative in 2019 and Labour in 2024 (62%), and who voted Labour at the last election and are now 
considering voting Reform UK (66%). To a lesser extent, Liberal Democrat (47%) and Green Party (42%) 
Supporters who thought the UK was off course agreed as well. Fewer than one in five (19%) Labour 
Supporters who thought the UK is off track blamed the current UK Government, though this number rose to 
two in five (41%) among people who voted Labour at the last election.  
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The pattern was identical when it came to illegal immigrants, with four in five (80%) of Reform UK and three 
in five (59%) of Conservatives who think the UK is off track blaming them for the UK being off course. 
Conversely, only around one in five Labour (18%) and Liberal Democrat (23%) Supporters who thought the UK 
is headed in the wrong direction said the same, dropping to one in ten (10%) among Green Party Supporters. 
Legal migrants were only selected by one in ten (10%) respondents who thought the UK was off track on 
average, though this doubled among Reform UK Supporters (22%) who also thought the UK was headed in 
the wrong direction.  

Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party Supporters who thought the UK was off course were again very 
similar in outlook, with over half of each pointing the finger at Reform UK first, then at previous UK 
Governments, for the UK being off track. Over two thirds (73%) of Green Party Supporters, and three in five 
Labour (61%) and Liberal Democrat (59%) Supporters who said the UK is headed in the wrong direction lay 
the blame at Reform UK’s door. Over half of Labour Supporters (56%), Green Party (53%) and Liberal 
Democrat (51%) Supporters also blamed previous UK Governments.  

The media and Donald Trump were blamed by around a quarter (25%) of respondents who thought the UK 
was off course, on average, led by Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party Supporters.  
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7.​ How people feel about Brexit, in their own words 
We asked each of the 4,368 survey respondents, irrespective of whether they thought Brexit had been a 
failure or a success, or the direction of the country, to tell us which three words they would use to describe 
how Brexit makes them feel.  

Respondents were invited to type their answers into three separate text boxes, with results categorised 
through YouGov’s AI language model.  

The results in Figure 6 show the number of times each feeling was cited in any of respondents’ three 
possible answers, as a percentage of all answers given.  

The AI model categorised 33 different emotions in total, as well as ‘Other’ and ‘Don’t know’ answer 
descriptions. The results in Figure 6 show the 14 answers that were cited in over 5% of responses, excluding 
Don’t Knows.   

What three words would you use to describe how Brexit makes you feel? 

 
Figure 6: How people feel when they think about Brexit, in their own words.   
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Overall the results found that 24 of the categorised emotions towards Brexit were negative, one neutral and 
only eight were positive. 

 The most commonly cited emotions used to describe Brexit were anger 
and frustration (cited in 28% of all responses), followed by sadness 
(16%), and disappointment (15%). Feelings of betrayal and being lied to 
followed closely, cited in 10% of responses.  

 
The first positive emotion was happiness, but this was only cited in 9% of responses, followed by feelings of 
independence and freedom, cited in 7% of responses.  

Notably, “Don’t Know” was the second most popular answer, with equally significant differences depending 
on party political support. In line with all other results presented in this report, results varied significantly 
according to party political voting intention.  

What three words would you use to describe how Brexit makes you feel? 

Figure 7: How people say Brexit makes them feel, disaggregated by voting intention in September 2025 

As with previous results, Figure 7 highlights the very significant variations in how people say they feel about 
Brexit, depending on voting intention.  
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The ranking of emotions reported for each crossbreak according to voting intention, and Conservative to 
Labour Switchers, is given in Table 11.  

Table 11: Top five most cited feelings, by voting intention 

Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party Supporters were the most likely to say they feel anger or 
frustration, citing the issue in 46%, 51% and 50% of their respective responses. Sadness was their next 
most cited feeling, quoted by around three in ten responses given by Labour (29%), Liberal Democrat (31%) 
and Green Party Supporters (28%). The third most reported emotion by these three groups of respondents 
was disappointment, making up a one in five answers given by Labour Supporters (19%) and a quarter (25%) 
of answers given by Liberal Democrat and Green Party Supporters.  

The same pattern held for Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party Voters at the 2024 General Election, 
with anger and frustration being cited by over two in five (40%) of their voters, followed by sadness and 
disappointment. For the three left-of-centre parties, and across both voting intention votes at the 2024 
General Election crossbreaks, no other emotions cited in more than 16% of responses.  

Conservative to Labour Switchers were remarkably similar, citing anger in a quarter (26%) of their 
responses, disappointment in one in five of their responses (20%), followed by ‘Don’t know’ in 17% of their 
responses. Conservative to Labour Switchers, therefore, harboured similar feelings towards Brexit as 
supporters of centre-left parties, but in fewer numbers. Many of them would say they don’t know how Brexit 
makes them feel. The fourth and fifth most common answers from Conservative to Labour Switchers were 
sadness and happiness, cited in 13% and 12% of responses respectively.  

Reform Supporting Labour Voters gave very similar responses to Conservative to Labour Switchers. 
Feelings of anger and frustration were the most common answer, cited in one in five (22%) responses 
received. ‘Don’t know’ was again the second most cited answer, appearing in one in five (19%) of responses, 
followed by disappointment, cited in one in ten (12%) of responses. The fourth and fifth most common 
answers from Reform Supporting Labour Voters were betrayal and sadness, cited in 11% and 10% of 
responses respectively.  

The frequency of people saying they  ‘don’t know’ how Brexit makes them feel was one of the most likely 
answers among Conservative and Reform UK Supporters.  

Conservative Supporters were most likely to not be able to say how Brexit makes them feel, with ‘Don’t 
know’ being the preferred option in a quarter (25%) of responses. Anger and frustration were cited in 16% 
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 Lab LD Grn Con-Lab Con Lab-Ref Ref 

First Angry Angry Angry Angry Don’t Know Angry Happy 

Second Sad Sad Sad Disappointed Angry Don’t Know Don’t Know 

Third Disappointed Disappointed Disappointed Don’t Know Happy Disappointed Free 

Fourth Lied to Lied to Don’t Know Sad Disappointed Lied to Proud 

Fifth Stupid Stupid Lied to Happy Free Happy Angry 
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of responses given by Conservative Supporters, followed by happiness (13%), and disappointment and 
freedom tied at (12%). 

Reform UK Supporters were most likely to say that Brexit makes them feel happy, with happiness 
featuring in a quarter (25%) of their answers. The second most cited feeling among Reform UK Supporters 
was ‘don’t know’, cited in one in five (20%) of their responses - tied with the number of Reform UK 
Supporters saying ‘independence / freedom’. The fourth and fifth most common answers from Reform UK 
Supporters were pride and anger, cited in 13% and 11% of responses respectively.  
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8.​ Conclusions 

Despite Reform UK’s surge in popularity in opinion polls, this survey finds no evidence of ‘Brexit’ increasing in 
popularity. Although the UK’s relationship with the EU does not feature prominently in the public mind, this 
study shows that ‘Brexit’ continues to be a significant and emotive issue for supporters and voters of left-of- 
centre political parties.  

The survey suggests that when prompted, opposition to Brexit unites Labour, Liberal Democrats and Green 
Party supporters, drawing strong feelings of anger and frustration across the entire left-of-centre of British 
politics. When asked why they think Brexit has been a failure, the economy, lack of opportunities it created, 
and trade disruption are the most common reasons given among these groups. They are also likely to single 
out Brexit as the main reason the UK is headed in the wrong direction.  

The survey suggests that among Labour, Liberal Democrats and Green Party supporters, opposition to 
Brexit is a more powerful unifying force than the rise of Reform UK. Crucially for the UK Government, this is 
also the case among Conservative to Labour Switchers, and Labour voters now minded to back Reform UK.  

Conversely, Brexit no longer appears to be the focus of the Conservatives and Reform UK’s voter base. It 
appears to be far less emotive than it is to Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party Supporters. The survey 
also suggests that, due to the likely consolidation of the pro-Brexit vote behind Reform UK, the remaining 
Conservative Supporter base is having more than just second thoughts about Brexit.  

Conservative Party supporters are now twice as likely to say Brexit has been a failure rather than a success, 
with more of them likely to say it has been neither, than to say it has been a success. The reasons they cite 
for Brexit having been a failure are the impact it has had on the economy, and disruption to the UK’s trade 
with the EU. When asked about how Brexit makes them feel, they are likely to say they don’t know, followed 
by a mixture of positive and negative emotions. 

Similarly, the question of whether Brexit has been a success or failure splits Reform UK Supporters three 
ways between those who think it has been a failure, those who say it has been a success, and those who 
think it has been neither. This is not to say that they have turned against Brexit - but it is a far cry from the 
unity of purpose seen in Boris Johson’s voter base at the 2019 election, or among Labour, Liberal Democrats 
and Green Party Supporters now.  

When it comes to Reform UK’s supporter base, the survey registers their significant hostility to immigration. 
Reform UK Supporters who don’t think Brexit has been a success say this is mainly because it has not helped 
tackle immigration. They also say that UK immigration policy is the main reason the UK is off track. The 
survey results do however show an emerging concern with how Brexit has impacted the UK economy among 
some Reform UK supporters. When asked how Brexit makes them feel, Reform UK supporters still cite 
mostly positive emotions. The most likely emotion they cite is happiness, followed closely however by ‘don’t 
know’, suggesting a notable amount of hesitation within Reform UK’s base.  

The findings suggest that Brexit related messages presented in a negative framing could be a strong 
motivator and unifier for voters on the left-of-centre of British politics. Indeed, the data suggests such  
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messages would appeal to Conservative to Labour Switchers, and a significant portion of the Conservative 
Party’s current supporter base.   

This research also identifies emerging concerns with Brexit’s impact on the economy among Reform UK’s 
supporter base which, combined with the broader cost of living concerns, suggest there is an opportunity 
for developing negatively-framed messages around Brexit and the economy/cost of living targeted at 
Reform UK.   

Moreover, we know from previous Best for Britain research that messages around closer EU relations 
delivered in a positive framing are well received, especially when discussed in general terms. In some policy 
areas, the more these positively framed messages concern detailed policy - the more concerns about 
sovereignty emerge, particularly with Conservative and Reform UK supporters.  

This research suggests that, at least in some cases, the use of negative framing around Brexit and its 
impact on the UK economy and cost of living, may be better suited than language which discusses improving 
EU relations and associated policies in a positive framing.  

When it comes to Reform UK Supporters who say Brexit has been a failure because it did not reduce 
immigration or help tackle the small boats crisis (which of course gained salience after the UK left the EU), 
the results lend some credence to the notion that an inversion of arguments around Brexit and immigration 
may yet become possible. More research will be required to develop any such a message, and to understand 
how many Reform UK supporters such a message may appeal to.  

Like many others, this survey shows clearly that immigration - and especially illegal immigration - continues 
to be the main preoccupation of Reform UK supporters. It is also a preoccupation for a sizable number of 
Conservative supporters.  

Results suggest that Conservative to Labour Switchers, and Labour voters thinking about voting Reform UK, 
will be drawn to Reform UK’s anti immigration message. At the same time, results show that they will be 
compelled by messages against Brexit - especially when these are linked to trade and the economy - as is 
the case with the vast majority of Labour, Liberal Democrat and Green Party supporter bases.  
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